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NOT A YETI? JOHN NAPIER, LAWRENCE SWAN, AND THE
FOOTPRINT THAT MADE SHIPTON FAMOUS

Eugene W. Baade*

RentonWashington

AUTHORG S . 3 Ppdper is in three parts. In Part I, the author invites the reader to revisit the purported yeti
footprints found by Eric Shipton and his party near Mt

orignaflc orr espondence in the authorés possession between p
in 1971. In Part II, the reader is invited to study several pages of analysis written by Swan as part of the original
correspondence transmitted to Nap r . Swanébés textual anal ysi s i s accomp

material he attached to the correspondence. Part Il is brief, and is more of an Appendix. It highlights a theory about
the footprints advanced by Dr. Michael Ward, who was witlpt®h. The bookcovers photographed in this paper
are from the authorés collection.

I two of the fou known photographs Shipton
took. Three photographs are usually noted in
The saga of the purported yeti footprintthe broader literature, but Ward salligine
photographed by Eric Shipton on November 8Journal article, 1999) that Shipton took not
1951, when he, Dr. Michael Ward, and theone, but two photographs of him standing with
Sherpat who were with them came acrosshis rucksack near the trackway. This is the
tracks on the Menlung Glacier in the eastermnly mention | have found of that little detail.
Himalayas, is one of the enduring accounts of Even though it was the footprint discovery
both mountaineering and cryptozoolofig. for which the expedition is most remembered
1). by the public, that was a small event as far as
Shiptonés book des cmountaingemngiscoreernéeig.@e di t i on,
the purpose of which was to set the stagefora Pr i mat ol o gi shookBigifoh Napi e
future summiting ofMount Everest, is titled, The Yeti and Sasquatch in Myth and Reality
The Mount Everest Reconnaissance Exped{Jonathan Cape, London, 1972) stands out as
tion. It was published the following year one of the most frequently referenced books
(London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1952). Iton the subject of the Shipton footprint. In it,
included only one page of information on theDr. Napier (19171987) discusses at con
trackway that Shipton and his party found, angiderable length theShiptonWardsherpas
discovery. In doing so, he freely cites the

11 will adopt the NCPedi are%eé':’f@ Qf: Dr'( ISaMV'éep a%warﬁ (&ﬁ%g)
capitalized, refers to an ethnic group living in the of _ Sar:' Francisco S ate College _(nO_W
Himalayan Mountains in Nepal. Lowercase "sherpa” University), whose analysis of the footprint is

refers to local people who work as guides to mountain the reason for this papéfFig. 3).
climbers in the Himalay s . 0

*correspondenc® Eugene Baadgenebaade@gmail.com
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Dr. Lawrence Swan is aroverlooked Although there was actually a trackway
person in the yeti footprint saga. His obituarythat was followed by the mountaineers, | will
described him as an @mE@&uctahteor sandukbkap]| oriefro odff
the high Hi mal ayas a photo in partiputat bedamegtiuly tcanf@ig. | n t h e
same obituary, he is quoted as describing).
hi mself a s -zoageogrmapher,cahao g Drs Swan arried at the conclusion that the
tomist, evolutioney philosopher with entomo footprint was most likely the result of the
logical, avicultural, botanicalbehavoral and sublimation of snow and ice along the edges
mol ecul ar bi ases andofa pridtuhatavaseleft by aefar regs mytldical Hi s
undergraduate degree was taken at thanimal than the yeti. This kind of higlititude
University of Wisconsin and he earned aevaporation, which he said occurred above
doctorate in biology from Stanford University 18,000 feet, had likely expanded the edges of,
in 1952. possibly, a wolf or snow leopard paw print.
Lest the reader think, from this description,Swan granted that, as to the leopard, it would
that Swan was unduly trumpeting his ownhave had to be larger than a Bentigér. To
credentials, from what | have read of him andNapier he wrote, in the correspondence
in reading his work, there is no doubt in myappended at the end of this roduction,
mind that he might have been even a littléi Unf or t unat el vy, I f you dc
modest. for the snow leopard, | should point out that
Lawrence Swan wentnotwo Himalayan the assumed felfdootprint would be 7 inches
expeditions. In 1954 he, according to then diameter. This in my estimation is
obituary, was a me mb emormous. Now lya céni take tyourAch@ce i c¢c a n
Himalayan Expedition, researching the zoobetween a splay footed yeand a huge
l ogy of t he h angeRpeditionmsupestigessizeé snaw leopard that wanders
which, in a letter dated May 28, 1958, toover the glaciers of the remote slopes of the
Associate Professor E. .JDuPraw (Zoology, Menl ung. 6 He then wrote,
University o f FIl orida), h e wodl@ discount dnythdng aan ¢he phdtolgraph as
Makal u dhktaimeason fo@n n gSwaam 6isndi c afThedbear of c |
apparent lack of fondness for that expeditiortheory is open to just amany objections as
is suggested inthe lettdiré and t he thereowould be dor a humanembngoid with
episode [was] when the expedition was forced nows hoe feet . 0
to borrow from he Sherpas to pay the local The account of how Swan arrived at this

cooliesédo Swan wrotecdarmaltushieonwaiss i hedrvielded |
Ain at | east Si X scheemesont omfgeatheba Adblodni habl é&
Himalayas for yeti research, and he wagosthumously published memoirales of the
looking for financing. Himalaya: Adventures of A Naturali@loun-

Swanés second Hi maltaggiam N& pAeidi ti ba @aescent
with Sir Edmund Hillary. This was h e i S spiritedBrwritten book by an academiavho
Hut , 0 Worl d Book Encwagdlsop enduntahardeneqd paturalisti aodh
of 19661 96 1 , seven y e a rjoyousadvéntirer, Swan flelated thg d@nment it
historic conquest of Mt. Everest. It was whileall became clear to hiifirig. 5).
on this expedition that Swan figured out what Swan had previously accepted the idea that
he thought, in all likelihood, accounted for the
1951 Shipton yetfootprint with its unusual,
hominoidlike features.

2f el i d: Wi ki pedi a: Felidae (/°
mammals in the order Carnivora, colloquially referred

to as cats, and constitutes a clade. A member of this

family is also called a felid
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it was possible for a taxonomically unreeog anatomyat SFSC.
nized hominoid to occupy, even if only en Researching the yeti was a part of this
route from one place to another, the high, thirxpedition, and to think that he was looking
air of the 20,00800t zone of the Himalayas. down on the spoor of that which he had come
Shi ptonoés p hiousho gfated @ nearlg halfway around the world to search for
being taken at approximately the 18,800t was extraordinaryii My i nsides seen
level (Napier, p. 48), the 19,0400t level freeze and | realizedull well that the main
(Shipton p. 54), and the 15,0006,000foot ingredient for sighting the yeti was with me. |
level (Ward, 199%Alpine Journal p. 81), so was al one! 0
the altitude of the discovery fit easily into Swan began to follow the tracks,
Swanoésngt hi nki wondering with reasonable imagination if he

Among Swanods publ s mightactwally be,ianttatsvery momant, ondeg
page essay, A Ab o mi obsebvhtien by Syetdo Whe &ratkway led in a
(Science April 18, 1958) and an earlier semtcircle, and he observed how the foot
academic paper, A T h e priksa thanged! HeHsaw tewidence off thet h e
0 Abomi nabl & dhSlatterwasapre outlandish and impossible notion held among
sented to the Western Society of Naturalist some Sherpas that the yeti had feet that
Berkeley, December 29, 1954. Swan wagpointed backwards. As he advanced along the
studying different forms of life in this high t r ackway, the fAtoeeéd print
altitude zone, ranging from spiders and miceto shift from front to back as the creature that
to foxes and larger carnivorésig. 6). made them turned in the opposite direction. In

As Swan tells it, one day during the 19600t her words, the fAtoeso
1961 expedition (he does notopide the direction even when the foot turned in the
date), while alone in camp on the Ripimuopposite direction.
Glacier, he decided to go to a nearby point of Eventually, as Swan followed the tracks, he
rock and, with a mischievous smile on hissaw their shapes evolve into what were clearly
face, plant a flag made from toilet paper sdox tracks. The chill and thrill of momentous
that when the expeditionary party returned taliscovery disappeared from the back of his
camp, he could claim tbe the first on the neck. He began to sense the evaporation of a
expedition to have summitted a peak. Whildegend and a myth that had grown around the
sitting on the rock, Swan saw tracks in theworld for decades, and that haakén off like
snow below him. Chills went up his back asa rocket with the appearance of the Shipton
he realized that he must be looking at yetdiscovery nine years previous. He realized that
tracks! They were so similar to the Shiptonthese fox tracks, yetike in the form he first
footprint. He was thrilled! @ é i finally saw them below the rock, were simply the
dawned on me that there, a little down theaesult of not primarily the melting @ but
slope, were the very tracks | had come so far h e Asubdl iomat evaporati on,
to see. The broad fabtthe enigmatic to€s  snow. Such sublimation, as opposed to
was right there in front of me. The thoughtmelting, would allow the tracks to retain their
brought on a strange tingling along my backcrisp edges even as they widened and
My hair wasrising. It started down near the extended.
sacrum, surged past the lumbar vertebrae and Swan | ater wrot e, AThe (
crept up to the thoracic where it stayed andh one direction, the side away from the noon
prickled and t hril | sud. @his dqubte & efromaan eevisednand a |
details seem unnecessary unless one undexxpanded copy of the above cited, 1954 paper,
stands that Swan evidently taught humari T h e Natur al Hi story of
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Snowman, 0 sent on Ja hasaomg to light. PerhiBnTeo, exptain how | a n

Ternes, editor of Natural History a am privileged to share it with ydiig. 7).

publication of the American Museum of | (the writer) have been a student of the

Natural Historyin New York City. sasquatciBigfoot story for over fifty years,
In the same, revised, paper Swan alsand | have also been a bookseller of used and

wr ot e, AOnce | f ound antduarianf bols tfqp oviernthirstwooylearsmi c e o

a high snowfield. This intrigued me because In 2016, | combined my knowledge in the two

realized that now | had an extension of thdields and published the first and only

legend. Not only are there abominablebi bl i ography of Roger Pat

snowmen, there arabominable snowmice. | Do Abominable Snowmen of America Really

wrote something about this and a wholeExist? My bibliography is titled, Roger

ecological pyramid of creatures, butitis hard°P at t e r svamard Book:SAn Bibliography

to convince people that there is an ecosysteinshare this personal information because it is

with an herbaceous base of abominablgermane to the acquisition of the NapBwan

snowplants. Hence, it did not get on the pressorrespondence, portions of which you are

wires. But | dd collect the highest flowering reading here. A bookseller, especially one

plant at 20,150 feet and rediscovered theealing in antiquarian books and collections,

highest known resident animal, a salticidhas to have a little bit of knowledge and a lot

spider that only recently has been describedf luck. This combination creates opportun

from my specimens aguophrys omnisu ities for finding original material.

perstes the highest of all. | mention this In the fall of 2020, | fortunately acquired

because it wil add to my final comments the original correspondence between Drs.

about the yeti. | would like people to be just adNapier and Swan, along with a body ohet

amazed at a spider that lives and eats andat eri al, i ncluding Swano

breeds at 22,000 feet as they are about ant her pi eces of correspon

abominable snowman that only leaves trackto Napier were typewritten. Aside from the

in the snow at 21,500 eftedetr. 6 ntroducing hi msel
Eric Shipton (197-1977) and Michael | et t er s wer e handwritten.

Ward (19252005) had stunned the world with contacting Swan was task for his insights

their discovery. If their discovery had into sublimation and the Shipton photograph.

circumnavigated t he Nwopriledr 6 sapbhadly, wEdwangdasi ng

analysis would likely take more time to following year, so there was some urgency to

circulate, especially as there were alreadyis request.

vari ous ot her fMreal tae d &andnot aeprkducing all theorrespond

theories that provided an alternativedence between Napier and Swan, which

explanation to the purported yeti footprints,consists 6 only seven letters, but | wish to

and therefore the real yeti. share with the reader Swa
When Dr. John Napier was writing his of the Shipton footprint. | also wish to reveal

book, he was aware of the opinion of Dr.some of the flavor of their correspondence and

Swan. Therefore, in 1971, Napier initidte the evident warmth of their mutual respect.

contact with Swan and the two of them In the first letter from Napgr to Swan

exchanged several letters as Napier asked folated March 17, 1971, from Queen Elizabeth

Swanos thinking. On €ollegef/ Unif of @nintate Biotogyp londens

included a detailed analysis of the ShiptorNapi er writes, AnDear Dr .

footprint. Following this introduction is a copy your name in connection with the World Book

of that analysisThis is likely the frst time it Encyclopedia Expedition, 19681. | hope you
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will forgive me bothering yo . 0 N aqvideace against it. | grew up in Darjeeling
continues, Al am i n wihteh mihded | lee goefndg Ibaadok | oo
Yeti, Bigfoot and related phenomena which ist seriousy . But that didndt me
due to be published in Spring 1972. The booklefend it against error. My greatest lesson was
is an attempt tanalyzein scientific terms, the to see the tracks and to find a smaller replica
evidence for the existence of these creaturesolf Shi ptondés famous track
am concerned principally with anatomy, varieties of the tracks in sequence, the story
ecology and ethology. The only materialwas clear. | had relied too i on a single,
evidence is of course the footprints,andasmg hosen, fortuitousgorphotog
research has been in the field of primate anthy part, | think the yeti should exist. He
human walking patterns | am particularlyshould be among the high passes and distant
concerned with their interpretation. | would beglaciers, but he should exist only beyond the
very interested to hear your experiences withast and farthest snow crested aretes where
footprints on the Ripumu (sic) Glacier. Theseman can never qi@ reach him, and he can
were the famous fox tracks which wereremain a symbol of the wildness, the high
credited with O6expl odemaotegnéss, the auraYoé inaiccedsilelegeystety we r
they not?0 that is the Himalaya. You see | am a believer
Whatever opi ni on o nadter dll.arke yeti Iis prokably Mach beder d@s &
book and his conclusions ohet yeti and the provocative track in the snow than as
sasquatch, it is clear that he wanted to analyzmething hnging in a museum where, after
his subject in a scientific way. all, he would soon become commonplace, or
Swan responded to Napier, and six morat least very ordinary. But if he is going to
letters were exchanged through July of thaspawn Big Feet all over the place, even in
year . I n Napierds seCalnidf drennit @&,r , madyalt ee dh eManye el
1971, he inquired astbow much SWBamad®s words suggest a
opinions of the yeti and other unknownthe physical reality of the yétia yearning
primates had changed from his openness ftilat, in spite of cold, hard facts to the contrary
them in the 1950s up to and beyond hisabout the footprints, tugged at him and surely
determination of sublimation during the 1960 tempted him to compromise his science. But it
1961 Hillary expedi t iseems he iiever Weldedrio thaetemptatiort. &s, i |
donodt t hi nk dral tawardsgthei Itread treowgh thei aloie of material, | wish |
Yeti as you seemed to be in your earlecoul d say t hat Swands vVvi
articles, but perhaps you have changed yowand his passing in 1999 was more evident, but
views a bit lately, in which case we arethey remain elusive. Not even his Himalayan
probably in accor d. 0 memoir reveals much of his later thought on
Swan answered in a long letter of June 5the matter.
which contains his sublimation study. Befor =~ Nevertheless, over the vyears Swan
he detailed the | at t edlectedimany wwportstn@ only &blout theyyetiu r | e
you remarked about my earlier views on theb u t al so about North Ame
yeti. Yes, | have changed. | was once rathesasquatch. He was contacted by both serious
annoyed at the evidence used by sompeopl e and Akookso who w
zoologists and anthropologists to discredit thehe reality of the sasquatch. The archive is
yeti. They seemed to have lgtlappreciation filled with newspaper clippings, and aimost
for Himalayan zoogeography or the intricaciesall of them is written the newspaper source
of the legend. It seemed to me that the merand date of publication. One clipping in 1968,
improbability of the yeti was not sufficient whi ch reports on Swanodos 1
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his change of mind on the yeti, is attached to pagesare provided for the reader following
craft-printed business slip similar to a businesshis introduction.
card, A Al | ePréss Clipping Bureau/ Of this detailed analysis, Dr. Swan in the
Established 1888/ San Francisco/ Los f i r st sentence of his gt
Angeles/ Portland/ Seattle/ Redwood City, enclosing a Sherlock Holmes type of -dis
Calif/ Tribune, and written on it in penciliscour se on your beauti ful
ASwan. o I n al |l my y e d hase closen wmotta donent gritically onh b o o k
and print material, 1 had overlooked the factthe analysis Dr. Swan did. | am not a scientist
that there migt be newspaper clipping of any sort, and so | must leave it to the
services for clients who desired or needed tscientists and critical thinkers, both actual and
collect newspaper stories in their fields ofarmchair, to glean information and comment
interest(Fig. 8) on its interest and value.

A paper titled, A A PSweal ni 6nsi naatreaBhipiém fpdpriotfin o n
U. S. A. s Western Gsomedrcleswodldputean endte theoratter of 2 4 ,
1964, was sent to Swan on A8, 1965, by the yeti. As he said in a revision of his paper,

researcher Lee Trippet of Eugene, Oregon. i T h e Natur al Hi story of
cannot help but think that the seriousSnowman, 0 Al saw that if
researchers, especially of the sasquatch, gothe choi ce track | coul d
his attention in a way the yeti ultimately didA coupke o f pages | ater he v
not. only to select the most tdie flutings to find

Back to the purpose of thegorrespond a vy et i track. |t doesnoét
enceinalettr of May 2, N a wwoif errsnow rleoare;, it cénl be @ maven, a

in touch with a lot of people, but everybodyfallen rock, or the point of an ice axe. | can
seems to have an ax to grind one way omake a yeti track with my fist. Shc
another. | have talked to people like Lordsublimation is a quality of high, thin air with
Hunt (of mountaineering fame and vyetithe best results coming from the low sun of
interest), Eric Shipton, Ward, Don Whillans, October and November when, also, the
and so on, bt naturally they do not take a Himalayan air is dry and clear and the snow is

very analytical approach to the problem whichu sual | y ol d and crisp. o

is of course what | am trying to do with this And yet, whether or not the yeti exists

book. 0o should nd and must not rest on whether the
Sever al of Dr . L a w r Shipteneprint i& aenlly she trabkoal g hatge

and some of his analysis made their way int@arnivore such as a snow leopard or wolf, or a

Dr . Napieros b o o khis sindleonei liked a xfox. AAs tthe sfield of

appearance on several pages. hominology a term coined by the late Dmitri

The detailed analysis Swan mailed toBayanov referring to the study of scientifigall
Napier is comprised, after two pages ofunacknowledged hirsute hominoids on several
greeting and some ruminations about higontinent® expands well into the twendyrst
views, of nearly five typewritten pages writtencentury, it would be foolish to conclude that
on June 5, 1971. They are accompanied bglisproving the Shipton print proves that the
nine photaopied pages of photographs andYeti, the Yeren, the Almasty, the Sasquatch,
drawings which he used to illustrate histhe Yowie, and several otheeported hairy
analysis. | have attached to these nine pagé®mminoids dating back hundreds, and even
two additional photocopied pages: a page of housands of year s, dono
several comparative footprint drawings Swarook at the Shipton print to the exclusion of
made, and a page explaining them. All thesany other evidence of an existing, unrecog
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nized hominoid would be nearsighted at thghysical and whats not physical, we would

very | easarsiaglht éd o fldoe deall ntd tcautiore against the typically

t he di stance b et we e Raucasiane Busopeaa/Mogtls Amearinad disee

footprint on the ground. Logically, of course,gar d f or the many, shall
one cannot prove t ha orNatvenpedplasi arognd the veoddnwing livee x i st
no matter how much one can prove thean regions of unusual hominoid activity, and

existence of an alternative explanation. who observetiat close hand.

When Swan temgparily briefly left the For exampl e, i f Abl urr
World Book Encyclopedia Expedition to visit between reality and religion in the world view
at least one Buddhist monastery, he witnesseal f Sherpas, it doesnot S

the completion of a model of one of thetheir understanding of the mafemale gender

famous yeti scalps so revered by the monkdifferences between individual yeti! Attached

It was made using the hide of a sef@md its below ae two drawings in photocopy from the

hair was ged a reddish color using a Swan archive in which the sherpa, Annalu,
botani cal source. Wllepiots itthe s is$ cnplr g8 s itkmans o f
finished, even its creator looked upon it withindicates what they would look like if

awe, as if it were actually from the head ofac apt ured. 0 (Quote from Sv

yeti (Fig. 9) accompanying the photocopied drawings)
This experience, and the sublimation(Fig. 11).
discovery, led Swan later to write his book, A skeptic may, of course, argue that

and in the above cited paper, here quotedAnnalu was simply transferring the physical
A My amazement c h a n g eattribute of any nvdnean antl onan td the
started to fathom a new level of Sherpgresumed physical attributes of a mythologic
doctrine and belief. The real and the unreal, ibairy biped. A skeptic may say that this
seems, mingle imperceptibly into each othertransference in the mind of the artist occurs,
The things of religion andear religion are not because of any actual sighting at close
continuous with t he rangeofafesh antl blood ydti, butabecguseliti f e .
He was a bit more detailed in his letter tois basic knowledge of anatomy.
Napi er o f Apr il 26, 1 Neveithelesdi iT ik ane thing to theoretically t h e
Sherpas, fits into a peculiar status of realityi bl ur 6 t he | ine between
that is perhaps difficult for the western met aphysi cal when ryyouor e
oriented mindto appreciate. There are soaround the camp stove at 20,000 feet altitude,
many devils and mir abutiés amthed thiogt whenryoubconeeairitoi t i e s
of their religion that [what] we consider real reasonably close proximity of an actual flesh
by nature of a more substantial basis ofind blood creature which may or may not
evidence is not clearly separated in theipose a threat to you. In the latter case, the
mi nds from the 6r ea lmetaphysicaldnterprétation wéalityrquicklye | i e f s
Shepas can move from real animals in afades into the background. The metaphysical
physical sense to real things in a religiouswill be of no help in defending yourself, even
sense r at(Agel0). easi | y. af prayer might, when you are literally staring

| n spite of Swan 6 sin the facei a nas rarea bnal ustientificallg
Sherpa world view, which blurred, in his unrecognized strong hairy hominid who
opinion, the boundaries between what isloesnét w a 8 tspacg. o(ludo inat hi

oppose the now prevalent view that sasquatch

‘Wi kipedia: AThe s&fpwar ed€ PHNilY,a nomggressiye fominid, al
species of mediursized goadike or antelopdike though at certain times and in certain spaces
mammals of the genuBapricornis 0
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they do not want you around and willthe mountaineering sherpas, or Sherpa people,
communicate that to you unmistakably in onecould not or did not differentiate between the
way or another.) physical and the metaphysical, especially
And how are we to regard that whichwhenever it wa appropriate or needful.
Shipton related about the footprints in hisFurthermore, the probability that they mis
book (p. 54), especially in light of the interpreted the Shipton tracks and perhaps
extensive field work and other research donether trackways does not at all mean that they
on some of the abowaentioned hominoids in did not know what an actual yeti looked like
the nearly sevent y ny enaonsastdoiarbeae a sndwdeopard,fol atfox.w a s
one of the glaciers of the Menlufigsin, at a They could hardly be accused of mis
height of about 19,000 feet, that, late onedentification, something that happens -fre
afternoon, we came across those -curiouguently in sasquatch/Bigfoot research. Skep
footprints in the snow the report of which hastics often say that the person who claims to
caused a certain amount of public interest imave seen a sasquatch at close range must
this country (this writer: Gig Britain). We have really seen a bear or a wkaéed deer,
did not follow them further than was con as if the three look alike, which they do not.
venient, a mile or so, for we were carryingSuch a claim, whenever made, is almost

heavy | oads SemfTending, evhot alwanes Eidicrous.

had no doubt whatever that the creatures (for Yet, Swan does make points upon which

there had been at least two) that had made theot h s kepti cs and fAbeliev
tracks werrwdd merY it mesthat t h e l at er, expanded copy
two years before, he and a number of otheHdistory of the Abomine | e Snowman, 0 S
Sherpas had seen one of them at a distancewfr ot e, Al f the yet.i hunt

about 25 yards at Thyangbochi. He describedot have any more tracks. They are too
it as half man and half beast, standing abouthangeable, too assailable, too vulnerable to
five feet six inches, with a tall pointed heade x agger ati on, and there i
its body covered with reddish brown hat animal in them. | also need something more
with a hairless face(italics mine) When we substantial ian smells, sounds, sightings,
reached Katmandu at the end of November, dtories, suppositions, surmises and stupidity. |
had him crosexamined in Nepali ( con wan't t o believe. | 61 | t
versed with him in Hindustani). He left noNot wi t hst andimeantc8ieisman 6 s we
doubt as to his sincerity. Whatever iasvthat by the year 2020 we now have a substantial
he had seen, he was convinced that it wasecord of footprints, especially in North
neither a bear nor a monkewith both of America, and sometimes they are even in
which animals he was, of course, veryfields of snow, such as the trackway in eastern
familiar. 6 ( e mp h a s i(FMg. 12)g a i Washingtore State reported by my friend, Paul

|t is the dAhairl es $Sravesaana sharetl bnathe Sgsquatah iCanada a r |
gets my attention, as this is ookthe repeated website. We also have quite an accumulation
descriptions given by those who claimto havee f wh a't Swan reghstaded as
seen a sasquatch. Most everybody knows i al 6 dat a whi c hg data f t ak
about Apoi nted headspoit wpant datao poidtean eatways oty i s

aware of the of the hairless face. dismissed for one reason or another, but when
While 1, being no scientist, can easilylooked upon cumulatively is massive and is

accept Dr . L a wysis of dhe mMBtve@eadlysdisnaisseal.

footprints that Shipton and his party found, |  Eric Shipton wrote an article for the March

cannot so easily accept his later opinion tha2, 192, edition of The American Weekly
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whi ch Wi ki pedi a d e s anarindr efeen repated afterwarfised md apyl ac e s
newspaper supplement published by thehe direct rgs of the sun had melted away the
Hear st Corporati ono sHam outines] Bubvee founad sevdrdl @iginct
Swan collected and saved this issue. Thanpressiond and in one place we saw where
article was tittedi Th e 06 Ab o mi-n #@hb thiag h&nleaped across a crevasse. We
meno6é of Mawntl nEvdr e g tlolowed dhie ttracks for rnmoite ehan a mile
that Shipton had participated inf i ve - elxgfearne we | ost them. 0
tions to Mntl933E1935r1836,t é In the article, Shifpn proceeded to relate
and 1 9TBdh éaine the 1951 expedition,the strong views of Tensing, and then
which Shipton affirmed was a reconnaissancd e bunked the fAZool ogi stso
expedition. il had gradgksewerd ntade Ryeapaagur menkely. e alsa v e
companionsto explore a possible route up described the view or observation that there
Everest o6s precipitouwercel itfwos .firHictelse ot m,r avtvet
assault of the mountain has been made fromi T h erree, ait seems, two O6r a
Tibet, up the north face of the pe&dar many a little over five feet tall, the other standing
years, the Nepalese had discouraged anyell over eight feet.Some hold that the
approach to the south face, and in addition, s mal | er ar e 6gentl eb wh |
has been assumed that the outer obstacles @ff e r @ i oHles r el at ed what i
rock and i ce i n Nep aaboutwehatéhe twontgpasslikeaddatedhdt We
went to Nepal last fall for a reconnaissanceof hey fipr owl by night, w h
the southern approaches with the permissioreason that they are seldom encountered by
of the Nepal ese gov e rexplorersdr otlders. Where they may live and

At the time the above article was pubs| eep no one seems to Kkn
lished about twenty years before Dr. NapierShipton also briefly mentioned the report of

shared Dr . Swanos comel|l Geapnhaer end ¢ df alminm,dadw l
Shipton was certainly intrigued by the tracksc apt ur e o f a Achild. o Th
he had found, as well as the storiestold bythe r edi bi | i t vy Afbecause nei
sherpas, some of them admittedly outlandishr. eached <ci vili zation. o As
He wrot e, AWhat uestret fibg st gaoge ofea&ati | | men wh
roam the icdocked fastnesses of Mt. to Katmanduoverawetlr avel ed trai | é

Everestds forbi ddi ng sajglita bodyaas sc@ered Avithebrownhhaig;, f e r ¢
cious Himalayan bears? Are they giantthat it walked erectand that its face was
monkeys? Or are théyas the natives be strangelyhumand ( emph.asi s mi ne)
lieved hideous haHhuman monsters, relics, Reportedly, in North America, when

perhaps, of some ptastoric race between hunters have seen sasquatches, some have

man and ape?é | d o metated thatntieywhad oBeunt theil rifle Isights er

seen their tracks in the eternal snows of thecopes but codlnot pull the trigger because

Hi mal ayasé the creatureds face | ookc
In the article, Shipton recalled the day ofhunters have simply looked on in awe, as did

di scovery. A On Novemmer 08, t Dirs wiictheareds <c| o:

Ward and |, with Sen Tensing, one of theelk hunting in the mountain West some years
Sherpas tribesmen of the aréad just crossed ago, watched a sasquatch walk out of the
a pass in a mountain range near Everest, aridred into a meadow. The sasquatch then
were descending a glacier at an altitude oWwalked some distance before going back into
19,000 feet, when we came across the -creghe forest, and was apparently oblivious to my
tureds footprints. H &iend, vleo was dhiddercin thetueddrgrawtherm i n
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the other side of the meadow. class in human anatomy. His bookour
Because of this reconnaissance expeditiorRerspectives of Man: A Laboratory and Indi
Shiptm concl uded, A we bviellali StudyeGuidehfer HEMANt ANATOBIY
side of the mountain, although in somewas used. Some illustrations of the many in it
respects more difficult, offers great advantagappear to be his. What is also striking about
over the old approach from the north. In anythis book is that Swan wrote historical and
attempt there must be an element of luckbiographical background for the different
Everest may be scaled at the next attertipt. chaptergFig. 15).
may demand many more years of assault. o
One year, two months and twerggven
days after thisAmerican Weeklharticle was
published, Sir Edmund Hillary, Tensing
Norgay, and Hillaryds party achieved one
the most difficult and elusive goals biman
history, the ascent of Mt. Everest.
Hillary wrote several books, but an inte
rested reader should by no means overlook
Norgayos wo n d Bgerf af Ithe me moi r ,
Snows: The Autobiography of Tenzing of
Everest published by G. P. Putnamds Sons
1955 (Fig. 13).
| conclude this introduction by sharing one
more comment from Dr. Napier upon
receiving Dr. Swanods analysis. I n a |
July 24, 1971, Napier wrot e, il s a
soon after your letter arrived and told him
about some of your dections and he was
most impressed particularly visavis the
ice-axe impressions which was a remarkable
piece of deduction, if | may say so, that | had
completely missed. The part about the show
|l eopard is well taken. I donot know that
prepared toexplain a hypothetical monster
footprint by a hypothetical monster snow
|l eopard, any mm@Eg.d4).t han you a
Swands ot her sketches of t
the archive were done using graph paper for
exact scaling. Swan also, apparently, taught a

r el
he

4 Napier is here referring to the SIZE of the footprint as

monstrous, not the supposed yeti. Contemporary

researchers into sasquatch and similar hairy giants

worldwide have been fighting back against decades of

B movies and pulp fiction that luridly and falsely depict

them as monsters. The Middle Ages in Europe and what

is now presentlay England was highly conflicted on

this matter. S e eArthyitatgsr esent ati on, AWhen
Life,d0 on the Sasquatch Canada website.
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Figure 1.

The snow has been broken by man along the edge A. This is
evident from the boot print, B, and the crisp edge of the

snow as compared with C, the ablated untouched edge of the
snow. The metal end of the ice axe is about 12 inches long
(most axes vary only by about 1/2 inch). Therefore, the

scale is closely approximate to 3:12 or 1/4 inch on the photo-
graph equals 1 inch. The broad end of the axe should be

2-1/2 inches and therefore, with a shadow casting 5 inches (D),
the angle of the sun is about 27°. In "The Mount Everest Recon-
naissance Expedition, 1951" (Dutton, 1952), Shipton remarks
(p. 54) that "late one afterncon" they encountered tracks and
followed them for about a mile or so. This was early in
November, 1951. The photograph on page 128 (Fig. 2) of a
general view of the tracks reveals Ward's shadow acress the
tracks giving a sun angle c¢f about 45°. Hence, the detail of
the track was taken perhaps two hours or more later. This
seems too much time to cover a mile or so. Was this actually
the case? Could they have waited until the following morning
to photograph the yeti foot print? If this were so and the
shadows were in the reverse direction, I could understand the
track better. They would be directed generally north instead
of generally south. More on this later.

The longitudinal impression E appears to be newly formed. The
grains of snow have not melted or sublimated. This mark it
seems has been made by the axe end of an ice axe since it fits
very well with mark F, the mark of the blade end. Marks E and
F establish a near perfect fit in terms of the curvature and
length of an ice axe. I presume the axe was laid in this
position and then removed to the other side of the foot print
owing to the obscuring effect of the long shadow that it made
across the track. The fainter marks G and H would seem to
indicate tentative positions for the ice axe. The new snow
particles on the ice axe itself (I) further indicate that the
axe was laid down on its reverse side shortly preceding the
photographing and presumably in the position of marks E and F.

The small holes in the snow, J and K, are most revealing. Any
small dark object, such as an insect or a blown piece of rock
debris, will melt its way into the snow. A% an altitude of
19,000 feet a darkened bulb of a thermometer (with India ink)
may record 90°F. in the sun while the snow surflace is 32° or
less. Lying in the snow, a dark object will melt its way for
an inch or more into a hole that is vertical and generally
round in outline. Marks J and K clearly indicate an elongation
by sublimation that extends towards the ice axe. Such exten-
sions in my experience are usually in the direction opposite
the sun at noon. Since they appear to be expanding towards the
south and west instead, I raise some question as to whether or
not the photo was taken in the late afternmoon or in the early
morning. If it was taken in the morning, the holes would appear
more normal. Nevertheless, they are expanding in generally the
same direction as the toe marks on the tracks, and this
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consistency is perhaps more important. The vague mark N is
probably an old mark similar to M that has expanded 'to its
fullest extent. Note that there are vague "flutings" or
tpe-like extensions on this obscure print that correspond in
direction with the toe marks on the tracks.

The forming icicle, O, indicates melting and is probably the
best indication of the age of the tracks inasmuch as the rear
track is probably responsible for its extstence, The melting

is associated with the proximity of the dark rock, Py (The

main track also has ablated to the surface of rock at the base
of the heel.) The snow at this point has eroded deeper than
elsewhere and perhaps the track has enlarged in breadth to some
degree. Nevertheless, the edge is rounded, indicating hew
melting and sublimation can yield a clean even surface. Since
melting and dripping of water has occurred (because of the
pointed tip of the icicle projection), the track would have had
to be exposed to the sun for several hours at least and it would
not have been made during the night and photographed the next
morning. If it was photographed in the morning, the track would
have experienced an additional 12 hours of the kind of sub-
limation that occurs on cold clear nights far below freezing
during winter at high altitudes.

The main foot print seems remarkably clear and to insist that
the clean-cut toe marks are merely flutings resulting from the
angle of the sun may sound like exaggeration. Yet if tracks
that are obviously produced by pug marks of a wolf or fox are
examined, similar toe-like extensions can be found (see Figs.
3 and 4). They are not as large or as obvious (and they were
not observed with such a low angle of light) and perhaps we
are dealing here with larger tracks such as those of a very
large wolf or a snow leopard. There is a suggestion of a
double print since the darkened area, Q, seems to divide the
track. However, tracks that are known to be made by two feet
impressions do not necessarily show a separation (see Fig. %)
When flutings appear on the south side of the track, they are
usually accompanied by similar, standard flutings on the north
side of the track (see Fig. 7). Shipton's photo as an after-
noon photograph is, therefore, an exception and there is the
suggestion that the toe marks may be, or could possibly be,
actually formed by the toes of a snow leopard or yeti.

The track in the rear is not nearly so clear. If it were a
“yeti track, one would expect a good hallux mark of the right
foot at point R. It is, as I have seen soO many times, quite
unlike the foot print of the next step forward. If these are
fresh tracks showing the original shape of the foot that made
them, then the animal had uniquely different feet. The "toes"
of the rear track are more typical of "flutings" on tracks
that I have seen. Furthermore, the track is much too broad.
It is perhaps 11 inches broad as compared %o 8 inches for the
main foot print.
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This, I think, is a very weak point for the yeti. The first
track I saw in October 1960 was most curious, but when I

looked at the next and the next, the lack of consistency in
their patterns was sugficient to rule out a biped gait., If

you choose one track alone out of hundreds of miscellaneous
prints in the snow, the coincidences of homonoid resemblances
can be selected freely. This track of Shipton's selection is
exquisite by itself. Even the notch at S could possibly be
explained by a2 slightly abducted hallux digging in for a jump.
It is something like a mountain gorilla foot resembling the

cast made by Carl Akeley (Fig. 8). Incidentally, the adducted
toe of Akeley's cast may be cquite normal. George Shaller
points out that the large silver back male mountain gorillas
tend to walk with adducted great toes., I understand that some
lowland gorillas in zoos sometimes hurt their exposed and
abducted great toes and periodically, to favor their feet, walk
with the hallux adducted. However, the track is too broad. Its
length to breadth ratio is something like 1:0.62 whereas gorillas
are more like 1:0.43 and man about 1:0.40. A human bab¥ss foot
also close to the yeti in outline (Fig. 9) also has a ratio of
about 1:0.49. Perhaps we have a 6 or 7 ft. fetus roaming around
in the Himalaya., I think the track best removes itself from
understandable homonoid or pongoid origins on the evidence of
its breadth alone,

If there is a primate yeti, its feet would be among its most
specialized and unusual features. It would have broad, flat
feet, unlike any other primate, but with a suggestive remnant
of the mountain gorilla toe pattern and whereas it seems more
pongoid than humanoid, it is humanly bipedal. Could they be
evolving snowshoe feet? I suppose if the yeti tracks were not
quite so bizarre, they would probably not have attracted so
much attention.

8o I refer you to an idealization of the track (Fig. 10) if it
is assumed that the toe marks are real toe marks rather than
ablated flutings from the sun. The overlapping footprints of
a snow leopard would readily fill the required shape. And if
you have imagination you can see the marks of the several toes
and the separate depressions of the two paw tracks. Snow
leopards do exist, they do wander around the glaciers, and they
do leave overlapping tracks. What is there in human nature
that makes people abhor the obvious and search for the
aberrant and exotic? Is it because we can never really prove
the nonexistence of the nonexistent?

Unfortunately, if you do feel there is a case for the snow
leopard, I should point out that the assumed felid footprint
would be 7 inches in diameter. This in my estimation is
enormous. Now you can take your choice between a splay footed
yeti and a huge supertiger-sized snow leopard that wanders over
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the glaciers of the remote slopes of the Menlung. Is it a
bear? I would discount anything on the photograph as being

an indication of claw marks. Without claws and with a wide
unbear-like heel and a size that goes beyond the biggest
ursines, I think the bear is not a likely prospect. It should
be added that the large Ursus arctos type of bears have, to my
knowledge, never been reported in the Eastern Himalaya. The
bear theory is open to just as many objections as there would
be for a humanoid-pongoid with snowshoe feet,

A fourth choice, one that I think is more like the truth, is

in this case probably too prosaic for ordinary rational belief,
The difference in the two tracks, the fact that "toes” can form
from ablation, the rear track with obvious toes of the ablated
type, the unlikelihood of yetis or bears, the unap§reciated
degree to which marks in the snow can change rapidly in the
high altitude sun, the obvious selection of a special track,
all give me reason to hold that these are the highly altered
rather than clearly formed footprints of a wolf or snow leopard
both of which occur in the Menlung. At least, The Bishop of
Oceam should agree.

Figure 2, Page 128 of "The Mount Everest Reconnaissance
Eigeaition, 1951, %

Figures 2-6. These are tracings of my slides showing the
variety of tracks made by a cenid at the head of the Rimipu
Glacier in October, 1960, at approximately 10:00 a.m., at

18,000 ft. They are drawn to the same scale as Shipton's photo.
As a group they show the variation that can occur in footprints
in the snow. %nfortunately, I did not record the achtial number
of tracks in the sequence. I believe Fig. 6 is about 10 impres-
sions removed from Fig. 3, and Fig. 4 fits randomly in between.

I recall that Fig. 5 immediately preceded Fig. 6 in the sequence,

Fig%re 2. Note the toes and a conceivable hallux print on the
nor side of the track. The next footprint of which only a
part shows is clearly different from its predecessor. Heel to
heel, the stride measures 18 inches,

Figure 4. Another variety in the same sequence of tracks,
ere the heel is narrower and the small hook in the heel appears
to be the beginning of a2 southern "fluting."

Figure 5. Now the track has lost its toes and there are side
extensions. This directly preceded Fig. 6.

42
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Figure 6. It is clear from the photo that these are two
pug marks about 2-1/2 inches wide. Observations of other
unphotographed tracks support the evidence that the tracks
were canid in origin. A fox was my first approximation.
Considering the distance between the tracks and the fact
that a walking rather than trotting canid places its feetb
next to each other, it 1s possible that a larger walking or
loping wolf made the btracks.

Fig%re 25 A tracing of a photograph of a track with
flutings on both ends. This was taken without a good shadow

and the direction is only approximate. This at least indicates
how "toes" can form on tracks in the snow at high altitudes.
Although in the general area, this print was not made in the
sequence of Figs. 3-6.

Figure 8. A tracing of Carl Akeley's cast of a female
mountain gorilla (Natural History, Vol. 23 #5 (Sept-Oct 1923),
p. 443, Pemale or not, I think it reasonable that tracks
resembling this shape can and are made by mountain gorillas.
See George Schaller, "The Mountain Gorilla,"

Figure %. Tracings of newborn human feet. " Is this an
opposable hallux? Baby's feet are just about as incredible

as the yeti's, but since they exist and are in fact commonplace,
they are not apt to start strange stbtiries.

Figure 10. Felid prints inserted into the yeti track.
Scale 1/F inch equals 1 inch.
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f7e.2
Ward standing beside the line of “Yeti” tracks. |
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