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Objective 9 Review Report  
Spring, 2022 

Accepted by GERC: April 12, 2022 
Accepted by UCC:  April 22, 2022 via email vote 
Accepted by Faculty Senate: April 25, 2022 
Accepted by Academic Affairs: April 29, 2022 
 
 
Objective 9 ORC Committee -- Chair: Shu-Yuan Lin  
● Anthropology (ANTH/SHOS 2201, 2202; ANTH 2237, 2238) Anthropology (ANTH 
2239) - Liz Cartwright 
● Communication Sciences & Disorders (CSD 2210, 2256) - Tori Scharp 
● Teaching and Educational Studies (EDUC 2204) - Shu-Yuan Lin 
● English (ENGL 2210, 2212) - Tom Klein  
● Global Studies (CMLT 2207, 2208, 2209; GLBL 2202, 2270) - Raphael Njoku 
● Foreign Languages - (LANG 2201, 2202; JAPN 2201-2202; SPAN 2201, 2202; FREN 
2201, 2202)- David Heath 
● History (HIST 2201, 2251, 2252, 2254, 2255) - Lauren MacDonald 
● Philosophy (PHIL 2210) - Jim Skidmore  
● School Psychology (SCPY 1001) - Joel Bocanegra  
● Sociology (SOC 2201) - Darci Graves 
  
 
A.  Evaluate the assessment plan for each course, together with its implementation. Provide 
a brief summary of the Committee’s findings in this area. Describe any recommended 
changes. 
 
The committee reviewed the course syllabi to see if Objective 9 and Learning Outcomes were 
explicitly stated. It was found that some courses did not list Objective 9 Learning Outcomes in 
course syllabi. The committee came to the consensus that there is value in all courses that fit 
Objective 9 should include the specific learning outcomes as stated within Objective 9 in the 
course syllabi with some narrative customization regarding how the specific course aligns with 
each objective (see a template in Appendix).  
 
The committee reviewed the assessment reports and five-year reports, it was found that the 
implementation of assessment plans varied and can be categorized into the following: 
● No Objective 9 listed, no learning outcomes listed 
● Objective 9 listed, no learning outcomes listed 
● Objective 9 listed, modified learning outcomes listed  
● Objective 9 listed, learning outcomes listed 
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● Objectives 9 listed, learning outcomes listed, and linked to learning activities/assessments 
 
In addition, although each department/program had its own review and implementation process, 
the results varied. Some courses met or exceeded the expectations; whereas a couple courses 
might need improvement. Following is the summary of the implementation results found from 
the ORC review: 
● not able to obtain student work sample or data from instructors 
● assessment needed to be revised (has not occurred)/an annual plan of assessment may 
still need to be implemented 
● consistent implementation of assessments 
● consistent implementation, need revisions 
● strong alignment, rigorous annual review by a department committee    
 
 During the review process, ORC 9 committee representatives discussed the Objective review 
with their respective department chairs or faculty members who teach the courses in Objective 9. 
As a result, course instructors were advised to update their syllabus and assessments to align with 
Objective 9 learning outcomes. This is a positive note for the objective review.  
 
Below are detailed reviews. 
 
ANTH Courses (ANTH/SHOS 2201, 2202; ANTH 2237, 2238) 
Syllabus Check: Does the course syllabus explicitly state Objective 9 and Learner Outcomes 1-3? 
ANTH/SHOS 2201, 2202;-No mention of Objective 9 on syllabi 
ANTH 2237- four different versions of this class were reviewed. Two made no mention of Obj 9 
on the syllabus. One syllabi mentioned that the class fulfills the objective but did not link that to 
class activities. One syllabi mentioned Obj 9 and had clear learning outcomes, they could have 
been more clearly linked to the Obj 9 requirements.  
ANTH 2238–2 syllabi–neither syllabus mentioned Obj 9  
ANTH 2239-2 syllabi-neither mentioned Obj 9. 
 
ALL the syllabi have descriptions of the class that are closely aligned with Objective 9. ALL the 
syllabi demonstrate that the intellectual progression through the material meets most, if not all, of 
the intended goals of Objective 9. Therefore, as remediation, a clear template has been created 
for integrating the description of Objective 9 on all our syllabi under this objective. The 
individual instructors will complete the template with the material that they cover in their own 
courses. All of our recruitment materials state that these courses fulfill Objective 9.  

 
CSD 2210, CSD 2256, ENGL 2210, and ENGL 2256 
Syllabus Check: Does the course syllabus explicitly state Objective 9 and Learner Outcomes 1-3? 
 

Course Objective 9 stated? Learner Outcomes 1-3 
stated? 

Comments 

CSD 2210  Course only states No, the specific learning The student will be able to 
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 that it satisfies Obj. 
9; it does not say 
what the outcome is. 

outcomes for Objective 9 
are not stated, however, 
other learning outcomes 
are (see comments)  
 
Note: The learning 
outcomes and how they 
map align with student 
grading/assessment are 
explicitly stated on the 
grading rubrics for the 
journal entries and 
reactions papers  

identify the characteristics, 
classification, and causes of 
several prominent communication 
differences and disorders that 
occur across the lifespan. 

● The student will be able 
to analyze communication 
differences and disorders in film 
and critically address prejudices, 
stereotypes, and stigmas that are 
associated with them. 
● The student will be able 
to describe the responsible, 
ethical, or potentially false or 
inconsistent ways the motion 
picture industry portrays 
individuals with communication 
differences and disorders. 
● The student will be able 
to discuss introductory level 
current scientific theory and 
evidence related to the etiology, 
diagnosis, and treatment of the 
communication differences and 
disorders. 

CSD 2256 
 

Course only states 
that it satisfies Obj. 
9; it does not say 
what the outcome is. 

Yes, all three learning 
outcomes are stated along 
with the course activities 
that fulfill the specific 
outcome and then more 
detailed course specific 
learning outcomes are also 
stated  

This syllabus states it “will look 
at the broader issues of culture 
and diversity, then hone in on 
Deaf communities.” 

ENGL 
2210 
 

Course only states 
that it satisfies Obj. 
9; it does not say 
what the outcome is. 

The three learner outcomes  
are not listed (though other 
outcomes are). 

The course focuses on 
differentiating American folk, 
popular, and elite culture, and it 
aims to “Create an analysis of the 
change in representation of a 
societal issue as depicted in two 
popular culture Disney animated 
features.” While it seems that the 
course could address the 
outcomes, as yet, it isn’t 
constructed that way. 

ENGL (Spring 2022) Yes--modified slightly to Here is how the outcomes are 
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2212 
 

Course only states 
that it satisfies Obj. 
9; it does not say 
what the outcome is. 

reflect subject matter. written: 
“Students should be able to 
identify the defining 
characteristics of culturally 
diverse folk communities in 
regional and national contexts; … 
to describe and analyze the 
influence of specific cultural 
attributes in shaping folk culture 
and folk cultural expression; … to 
apply knowledge of diverse folk 
cultures to explain and evaluate 
contemporary or historical 
issues.” 

 
Evaluate the assessment plan for each course, together with its implementation.  
Provide a brief summary of the Committee’s findings in this area. Describe any recommended changes. 

Course Plan Implementation  Recommendations  

CSD 2210  
 

The plan calls for 
review of the syllabi, 
grading rubrics, 
student reaction 
papers (randomly 
chosen, making 
10%), and student 
journals (also 
randomly chosen). 
These will be 
assessed using 
established rubrics, 
and discussed each 
fall. The various 
items collected will 
be used toward 
assessing each of the 
learning outcomes. 

The annual assessment 
report in the files reports 
that no assessment 
occurred, due to the course 
being canceled for low 
enrollment. 
 
According to the 5-year 
review, “there is strong 
alignment with the overall 
spirit of the objective and 
the 3 learner outcomes.”  

This appears to be subject to a 
rigorous review process. If 
anything, the review may demand 
too much of the review 
committee! 
 
It does not appear that the course 
has been changed in the years that 
it has been offered, but rather has 
been meeting the needs of this 
outcome. 

CSD 2256 
 

The plan calls for 
rotating assessment 
of the three 
objectives (dated 
from 2017-2019). 
“Various projects” 
are collected through 
the semester, 
including quizzes, 
journals, and 

The annual assessment 
report states that the 
committee recognized that 
the GERC assessment 
needed to be revised for 
2021-22 (has that 
occurred?). 
 
I did not see a 5-year 
review for CSD 2256. 

It appears that an annual plan of 
assessment may still need to be 
implemented.  
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videotapes, and 
assessed, using 
rubrics; “10% of 
assignments / 
quizzes” are selected 
“to verify that the 
measurement of 
outcome results are 
being implemented 
and assessed 
appropriately” 

ENGL 
2210 
 

Annual review of 
syllabi and “main 
assignment prompt 
assessments” during 
even years and 
syllabi and final 
exams or papers 
during odd years; 
sample of 10% will 
be assessed with at 
least 20 samples at a 
minimum; 
“Undergraduate 
Committee” 
provides a Yes/No 
determination if the 
course meets each 
learning outcomes 
for Obj 9; student 
work is evaluated 
using a 5-level 
mastery scale/rubric   

2020 Annual report: 100% 
of students are achieving 
each learning outcome 
based on 4 reviewers 
conducting the evaluation  

Increased specificity regarding the 
number of faculty and exact 
makeup of the English 
Undergraduate Committee who 
conducts the assessment would be 
helpful.    
 
This course seemed to hit its 
stride in 2020. It is not clear if ad 
hoc evaluators who are subject 
matter experts have ever been 
needed; if this is not a need, 
consider removing that as part of 
the plan.  

ENGL 
2212 
 

Same assessment 
plans used for 2210 
and 2212 - see above 

2020 Annual report: 100% 
of students are achieving 
each learning outcome 
based on 4 reviewers 
conducting the evaluation  

Same comments as above  

 
 
EDUC 2204  
EDUC 2204 course syllabus listed Objective 9 learning outcomes (LOs). LOs are listed in all 
sections of the course, including the section taught through Idaho Digital Learning Academy for 
the Early College Program, Bengal Bridge Program (when it was taught by a faculty in the 
college), either in online or in-person format using the same 3-tier grading rubric.  
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The course implemented common assessments across all sections, which included Diversity 
Statement and Family-school-Community Partnerships Project based on the approved 
assessment plan. In 2020, the course implemented a revised assessment, Diversity Statement, 
which better aligns with Objective 9 Learning Outcomes. A 3-tier rubric was used to assess 
students’ achievement of the three learning outcomes. These changes have been reported in the 
annual assessment reports and the five-year report.  
 
Student performance data were collected across all the sections. The course team leader analyzed 
the data, completed the report, discussed with the team members, and the department chair. A 
copy of the report was sent to the assistant dean and/or dean of the college. The five-year report 
suggested that faculty be given flexibility to modify and revise their course assessments to better 
address the objective.  
 
Foreign Language Courses (FREN, SPAN, JAPN) 
FREN and JAPN 2201/2202 syllabi make no mention of Objective 9. 
 
SPAN 2201/2202 state that the course fulfills Objective 9, but do not outline the learning 
outcomes. Instructors have been notified, and have made the commitment to state these on future 
syllabi.  
 
FREN/JAPN/SPAN courses used various writing and speaking assessments that prompted 
students to provide analytical responses to questions about particular cultural, social and 
historical issues that corresponded to themes covered in textbooks and in class discussions. 
Samples of these assignments were then assessed by individual instructors and/or by an 
assessment committee and reports were written and then submitted. 

 
CMLT 2207, 2208, 2209; GLBL 2202, 2270, & SOC 2201 
The syllabus explicitly stated that the Global Studies courses are GenEd Objective 9 courses, and 
the various learning outcomes were underscored. The assessment rubrics mapped the course 
objectives to the learning outcomes, using three-tier indicators of Introduce (I), Reinforce (R), 
and Emphasize (E) to denote the level of mastery.  
 
Currently, syllabi used for SOC 2201 do not explicitly state that the course meets Objective 9. 
The syllabi do have a course description that definitively links the course to the learning 
outcomes outlined in Objective 9, and the course should continue to be included as meeting the 
Objective 9 outcomes.   

 
History Courses (HIST 2201, HIST 2251, HIST 2254, & HIST 2255) 
The most recent iterations of HIST 2201, HIST 2251, HIST 2254, and HIST 2255 all list 
Objective 9 learning outcomes. For HIST 2252, the faculty assessor notes that the instructor has 
been advised to update his syllabus with more specific reference to the Objective 9 learning 
outcomes.  
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The assessment plan for HIST 2201, 2251, 2252, 2254, and 2255 is based on the annual review 
of course syllabi and an assignment, collected from a representative sample of students and 
evaluated by other faculty members of the department. 

 
PHIL 2210 
The past syllabi for PHIL 2210 address each of the learning outcomes for Objective 9 but have 
not explicitly listed them. 
 
The assessment plan for PHIL 2210 involves the annual collection of a syllabus and a 
representative student sample of final exams, which would then be assessed by a committee of 
department faculty members. Actual student work has not to this point been collected, but that is 
expected to change given a new instructor for the course as of 2022. 
 
B.  Evaluate the assessment outcome for each course. To what extent are students in each 
course satisfactorily achieving the learning outcomes for the objective? Provide a brief 
summary of the Committee’s findings in this area. Describe any recommended changes. 
 
 Based on the review, 75 to 100% of students met objective 9 learning outcomes. Each 
department/program had its own process for reviewing and implementing the assessment plan. It 
was found that courses used various criteria/rubrics for measuring students’ achieving learning 
outcomes, for example, 3 tier or 5-tier rubric, etc. Either 3-tier, 4-tier or 5-tier rubrics were used, 
different categories were used. Following are some examples of categories found in courses: 
● Not Met, Met Acceptable, Met at Target 
● Excellent” or “Acceptable 
● Exceeds Expectations, Meets Expectations, or Below Expectations 
● Introduce (I), Reinforce (R), and Emphasize (E) to denote the level of mastery.  
● Insufficient evidence, Beginning, Developing, Proficient,  Exemplary  (Key: IRE) 
  
The committee did not recommend any changes, nor did the committee come to consensus for a 
common rubric. If faculty are encouraged to use rubrics, the committee suggests the GERC 
provides guidelines for the type of rubric (in terms of levels/tiers, and categories) to be used.  
 
In addition, the committee found that each department employed a different process to review 
student achievement on learning outcomes. For example, some required instructors to analyze 
the data, write the result and submit it to the department. Others used a vigorous committee to 
review student work samples, syllabus, etc. 
 
 
Below are detailed reviews on the assessment outcomes. 
 
ANTH Courses (ANTH/SHOS 2201, 2202; ANTH 2237, 2238) 
The five year assessment for these courses covers over 20 different content-specific examples of 
Objective 9 classes taught in our department. The instructors have provided detailed information 
about how they conceptualize and teach each course, there are many different pedagogical 
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approaches amongst our faculty. The instructors state, with very few exceptions, that students are 
meeting at least 75% of the required learning outcomes. Many of the courses state that there is an 
even higher percentage of students who attain a strong understanding of Objective 9 goals.  

 
CSD 2210, CSD 2256, ENGL 2210, and ENGL 2256 
Learner Outcome 1: 
 

Course Learner Outcome 1 Student Achievement  Recommendations  

CSD 2210  “Identify the defining 
characteristics of 
culturally diverse 
communities…” 

“Faculty reviewed 18 
individual 
journal entries and the 
average rating was 86%.” 

The process here seems 
rigorous and thoughtful. A large 
review committee examined an 
extensive array of evidence. 

CSD 2256 Not assessed N/A Obviously, we would like to see 
all three outcomes being 
assessed. 

ENGL 2210 
 

“Identify the defining 
characteristics…” 

2020 Annual report: 100% 
of students are achieving 
each learning outcome 
based on 4 reviewers 
conducting the evaluation  

The Department committee was 
satisfied with the process and 
does not plan to pursue 
modifications at this time. 
 
Reviewer query applies across 
all outcomes: Is a more fine-
grained analysis needed if 
students are consistently at 
100% achievement across all 
outcomes? Is it a realistic 
expectation that all students will 
achieve all outcomes? 

ENGL 2212 “Identify the defining 
characteristics…” 

2020 Annual report: 100% 
of students are achieving 
each learning outcome 
based on 4 reviewers 
conducting the evaluation  

See above  

 
Learner Outcome 2: 
 

Course Learner Outcome 2 Student Achievement  Recommendations  

CSD 2210  
 

“Describe the 
influence of cultural 
attributes…” 

“Faculty consensus [is 
that] course content, 
materials, assessment, and 
learning activities are 

The committee is considering the 
possibility of making a smaller 
group of reviewers. That 
certainly seems reasonable. 
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adequate for achieving 
Learning Outcome 2” 

CSD 2256 
 

Not assessed N/A See above. 

ENGL 2210 “Describe the 
influence of cultural 
attributes…” 

2020 Annual report: 100% 
of students are achieving 
each learning outcome 
based on 4 reviewers 
conducting the evaluation  

See LO1 comment 

ENGL 2212 “Describe the 
influence of cultural 
attributes…” 

2020 Annual report: 100% 
of students are achieving 
each learning outcome 
based on 4 reviewers 
conducting the evaluation  

See LO1 comment 

 
Learner Outcome 3: 
 

Course Learner Outcome 3 Student Achievement  Recommendations  

CSD 2210  
 

“Apply knowledge of 
diverse cultures. 

“Faculty concur that the 
alignment 
between the learner 
outcomes of the course and 
Objective 9 are aligned.” 

None! 

CSD 2256 
 

“Apply knowledge of 
diverse cultures to 
address contemporary 
or historical issues.” 

The annual report states 
that 89% of students 
achieved this outcome. 

This is an admirable majority of 
students who have achieved this 
outcome. However, it would be 
helpful to have more evidence 
and greater clarity on how this 
item is assessed. 

ENGL 2210 
 

“Apply knowledge of 
diverse cultures to 
address contemporary 
or historical issues.” 

2020 Annual report: 100% 
of students are achieving 
each learning outcome 
based on 4 reviewers 
conducting the evaluation  

See LO1 comment 

ENGL 2212 
 

“Apply knowledge of 
diverse cultures to 
address contemporary 
or historical issues.” 

2020 Annual report: 100% 
of students are achieving 
each learning outcome 
based on 4 reviewers 
conducting the evaluation  

See LO1 comment 
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EDUC 2204  
Based on the five year and annual reports for EDUC 2204, all learning outcomes were assessed 
annually. Students performance ranges from 88 to 99 percent of students who achieved success 
on the 3 learning outcomes (Met at acceptable and at target level). Overall, over 92.3 percent of 
students attain or exceed competency in Objective 9.  It is noted that the revised assessment 
provided similar results to the originally approved assessment instruments.  

 
Foreign Language Courses (FREN, SPAN, JAPN) 
JAPN  2201, 2202 used 5-tier rubric to assess student performance on Objective 9 Learning 
Outcomes. The average mastery level for the period under review ranged  between 80 and 90 
percent. Overall, over 95 percent of students attain or exceed competency in Objective 9.   
 
FREN used ACTFL norms to assess student performance on the 3 learning outcomes.  
Department faculty assessed student achievement on one of those competencies each year. The 
average mastery hovers around 85 percent. Over 88 percent of students attain the mastery of  
Objective 9.   
  
SPAN: used 5-tier rubric to assess student performance, department faculty assessed student 
achievement on one of those competencies each year. The average mastery for the period 
hovered around 88 percent. 

 
Global Studies and Languages Courses (CMLT 2207, 2208, 2209; GLBL 2202, 
2270) 
In GLBL 2202, 2270, and CMLT 2207, 2208, and 2209 annual assessment reports, the faculty 
review noted that most classes had 79 to 93 percent of students meet or exceed expectations 
annually. On the overall average, 95 percent of the students attained mastery in cultural diversity. 
This shows intense levels of student achievement in all the objective 9 learning outcomes across 
the board. For each course assessed, the instructors ranked each student sample in one of three 
categories: exceeds expectations, meets expectations, or below expectations (three-tier rubric). It 
is also vital that the faculty consider the assessment strategies aligned with the initially proposed 
plan. The syllabus explicitly stated that the Global Studies courses are GenEd Objective 9 
courses, and the various learning outcomes were underscored. The assessment rubrics mapped 
the course objectives to the learning outcomes, using three-tier indicators of Introduce (I), 
Reinforce (R), and Emphasize (E) to denote the level of mastery.  

 
SOC 2201 
In SOC 2201, annual assessment reports, the faculty review noted that most classes had 78 to 95 
percent of students meet or exceed expectations annually. On average, 86.5 percent of students 
achieved mastery in cultural diversity. The accomplished results were expressed as either 
“Excellent” or “Acceptable.” The assessment also noted that the learning outcomes were aligned 
with the course objectives.  
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Overall, we recommend that it would be helpful for some instructors to be more explicit in 
stating in the syllabus that their courses are Objective 9 classes, and the list of expected learning 
outcomes should be explicitly itemized.   

 
History Courses (HIST 2201, HIST 2251, HIST 2254, & HIST 2255) 
In the annual reports for HIST 2201, 2251, 2252, 2254, and 2255, faculty review found that most 
classes had 90 to 100 percent of students meet or exceed  expectations. This indicates strong 
levels of student achievement towards all objective  learning outcomes.  Faculty ranked each 
student sample in one of 3 categories: exceeds expectations, meets expectations, or below 
expectations (3-tier rubric).  
 
PHIL 2210 
All offerings of PHIL 2210 have to this point included a comprehensive final exam that would 
serve as an appropriate instrument for measuring the extent to which students are achieving the 
outcomes. Despite efforts, the Philosophy Program did not succeed in obtaining assessed student 
final exams from the instructor of the course. Going forward, the course will be taught by a new 
instructor, and the department will begin directly assessing student achievement of the learning 
outcomes for Objective 9 beginning in Spring 2022.  
 
C.   Evaluate the list of courses currently approved to satisfy the objective. To what extent 
does the current list contribute to a strong, coherent system of general education. Would a 
reduction or increase in the number or variety of courses in this objective strengthen the 
overall system? Provide a brief summary of the Committee’s findings. Describe any 
recommended changes. 
 
ISU Objective 9 offers various courses for students to choose and contributes to a strong and 
coherent system of general education. Closely examining the course offering lists, Objective 9 
consists of 42 courses offered from 9 departments. Twenty of the course offerings are language 
courses. Eleven out of 42 courses were no longer offered (ARBC 2201, 2202, CHNS 2201, 2202, 
LATN 2201, 2202, RUSS 2201, 2202) and were not taught in the five years (GERM 2201, 2202, 
SCPY 1001 ).  
 
The committee recommends that courses that are no longer offered be removed from all 
Objective 9 course offering lists. 
 
D.  Evaluate the stated learning outcomes of this general education objective. Are there any 
problems with the learning outcomes as currently described, or ways in which they might 
be improved? Provide a brief summary of the Committee’s findings in this area. Describe 
any recommended changes. 
 
The committee reviewed the current learning outcomes and came to the consensus that the 
outcomes seem adequate, provided that programs are given latitude to interpret them in a way 
that fits their discipline. However, the committee recommends integrating CDC language into 
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Learning Outcome 2 to be reflective of the Centers for Disease Control language for “culture.” 
See CDC culture language below: 
 
CDC "culture" language: "Culture can be defined by group membership, such as racial, ethnic, 
linguistic, or geographical groups, or as a collection of beliefs, values, customs, ways of 
thinking, communicating, and behaving specific to a group."  

 
E.  Evaluate the objective itself and its place within the system of general education.  To 
what extent does the objective, in its current form, contribute to a strong overall system of 
general education? Are there ways in which the objective could be modified to improve it? 
Could the system be improved with its elimination or replacement? Provide a brief 
summary of the Committee’s findings in this area. Describe any recommended changes. 
 

ISU Objective 9 offers various courses for students to choose, objective learning outcomes seem 
adequate, and thus contributes to a strong and coherent system of general education.  

In summary, GERC Objective 9 Review Committee came to consensus about the following: 

● There is value in all courses that fit Objective 9 should include the specific learning 
outcomes as stated within Objective 9 in the course syllabi with some narrative customization 
regarding how the specific course aligns with each objective.  
● Objective learning outcomes seem adequate. However, the committee recommends 
integrating CDC language into Learning Outcome 2 to be reflective of the Centers for Disease 
Control language for “culture.” 
● Courses that are no longer offered should be removed from all Objective 9 course 
offering lists. 
● If faculty are encouraged to use rubrics, it is suggested that the GERC provides 
guidelines for the type of rubric (levels/categories) to be used.  

GERC Objective 9 Review Committee did not come to consensus about the following: If a 
common rubric should be established for Objective 9. 

● Pros of common rubric: A common rubric would help stabilize offerings and keep the 
broader goals of Objective 9 centered.  
● Cons of common rubric:  Rubrics may be perceived as constraining and may not always 
correspond to the course content. 

An important note about LANG 2201 and 2202: These courses were not offered during the 
review period and therefore are not accounted for in the report. 

 
Appendix  

 
Template for Syllabus to include Objective 9 and Learning Outcomes 
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Objective 9, Cultural Diversity: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate the following 
competencies. 

1. Identify the defining characteristics of culturally diverse communities in regional, national, or 
global contexts. Provide class specific examples here. 
2. Describe the influence of cultural attributes such as ability, age, class, epistemology, ethnicity, 
gender, language, nationality, politics, or religion inherent in different cultures or communities. Provide 
class specific examples here. 
3. Apply knowledge of diverse cultures to address contemporary or historical issues. Provide class 
specific examples here. 
 

Objective 9, Cultural Diversity with examples from 
Anthropology: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate the following 
competencies. 

1. Identify the defining characteristics of culturally diverse communities in regional, national, or 
global contexts. Provide class specific examples here.  

Example: Ancient Egypt ANTH 2237. As a General Education Objective 9 Course each student will 
learn to identify the defining characteristics of Ancient Egyptian culture through time and the culturally 
diverse communities incorporated and surrounding this unique civilization. 

2. Describe the influence of cultural attributes such as ability, age, class, epistemology, ethnicity, 
gender, language, nationality, politics, or religion inherent in different cultures or communities. Provide 
class specific examples here.   
 
Example from Ancient Egypt ANTH 2238. Students will be able to describe the influence of cultural 
attributes across the spectrum of Ancient Egyptian society primarily focusing on topics like unique artistic 
and craftsperson abilities, social classes, and the amazing variety of ethnicities. Primarily, topics such as 
language, nationality, politics, and religion that are inherent in the many different communities that 
comprised the 3,000-year-old culture will emerge and show how each shaped the thinking of its people. 
Students will see how Ancient Egyptian culture continues to influence the world today with various 
social, political, and religious ideas that have echoed and rebounded across time. 

3. Apply knowledge of diverse cultures to address contemporary or historical issues. Provide class 
specific examples here. 

Health and Illness in Latin America ANTH 2239 example. One topic that many medical 
anthropologists have focused on is childbirth.  What happens in different cultures during the birth of a 
child?  How is this event undertaken? What does the culture say about bringing a new child into the 
world? Who attends the birth? What happens when things don’t go well?  How is a new life celebrated? 
We will be focusing on this topic, among others, during the second part of the semester.   
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	● History (HIST 2201, 2251, 2252, 2254, 2255) - Lauren MacDonald
	● Philosophy (PHIL 2210) - Jim Skidmore
	● School Psychology (SCPY 1001) - Joel Bocanegra
	● Sociology (SOC 2201) - Darci Graves
	A.  Evaluate the assessment plan for each course, together with its implementation. Provide a brief summary of the Committee’s findings in this area. Describe any recommended changes.
	The committee reviewed the course syllabi to see if Objective 9 and Learning Outcomes were explicitly stated. It was found that some courses did not list Objective 9 Learning Outcomes in course syllabi. The committee came to the consensus that there i...
	The committee reviewed the assessment reports and five-year reports, it was found that the implementation of assessment plans varied and can be categorized into the following:
	● No Objective 9 listed, no learning outcomes listed
	● Objective 9 listed, no learning outcomes listed
	● Objective 9 listed, modified learning outcomes listed
	● Objective 9 listed, learning outcomes listed
	● Objectives 9 listed, learning outcomes listed, and linked to learning activities/assessments
	In addition, although each department/program had its own review and implementation process, the results varied. Some courses met or exceeded the expectations; whereas a couple courses might need improvement. Following is the summary of the implementa...
	● not able to obtain student work sample or data from instructors
	● assessment needed to be revised (has not occurred)/an annual plan of assessment may still need to be implemented
	● consistent implementation of assessments
	● consistent implementation, need revisions
	● strong alignment, rigorous annual review by a department committee
	During the review process, ORC 9 committee representatives discussed the Objective review with their respective department chairs or faculty members who teach the courses in Objective 9. As a result, course instructors were advised to update their sy...
	Below are detailed reviews.
	ANTH Courses (ANTH/SHOS 2201, 2202; ANTH 2237, 2238)
	Syllabus Check: Does the course syllabus explicitly state Objective 9 and Learner Outcomes 1-3?
	ANTH/SHOS 2201, 2202;-No mention of Objective 9 on syllabi
	ANTH 2237- four different versions of this class were reviewed. Two made no mention of Obj 9 on the syllabus. One syllabi mentioned that the class fulfills the objective but did not link that to class activities. One syllabi mentioned Obj 9 and had cl...
	ANTH 2238–2 syllabi–neither syllabus mentioned Obj 9
	ANTH 2239-2 syllabi-neither mentioned Obj 9.
	ALL the syllabi have descriptions of the class that are closely aligned with Objective 9. ALL the syllabi demonstrate that the intellectual progression through the material meets most, if not all, of the intended goals of Objective 9. Therefore, as re...
	CSD 2210, CSD 2256, ENGL 2210, and ENGL 2256
	Syllabus Check: Does the course syllabus explicitly state Objective 9 and Learner Outcomes 1-3?
	Evaluate the assessment plan for each course, together with its implementation.
	Provide a brief summary of the Committee’s findings in this area. Describe any recommended changes.
	EDUC 2204
	EDUC 2204 course syllabus listed Objective 9 learning outcomes (LOs). LOs are listed in all sections of the course, including the section taught through Idaho Digital Learning Academy for the Early College Program, Bengal Bridge Program (when it was t...
	The course implemented common assessments across all sections, which included Diversity Statement and Family-school-Community Partnerships Project based on the approved assessment plan. In 2020, the course implemented a revised assessment, Diversity S...
	Student performance data were collected across all the sections. The course team leader analyzed the data, completed the report, discussed with the team members, and the department chair. A copy of the report was sent to the assistant dean and/or dean...
	Foreign Language Courses (FREN, SPAN, JAPN)
	FREN and JAPN 2201/2202 syllabi make no mention of Objective 9.
	SPAN 2201/2202 state that the course fulfills Objective 9, but do not outline the learning outcomes. Instructors have been notified, and have made the commitment to state these on future syllabi.
	FREN/JAPN/SPAN courses used various writing and speaking assessments that prompted students to provide analytical responses to questions about particular cultural, social and historical issues that corresponded to themes covered in textbooks and in cl...
	CMLT 2207, 2208, 2209; GLBL 2202, 2270, & SOC 2201
	The syllabus explicitly stated that the Global Studies courses are GenEd Objective 9 courses, and the various learning outcomes were underscored. The assessment rubrics mapped the course objectives to the learning outcomes, using three-tier indicators...
	Currently, syllabi used for SOC 2201 do not explicitly state that the course meets Objective 9. The syllabi do have a course description that definitively links the course to the learning outcomes outlined in Objective 9, and the course should continu...
	History Courses (HIST 2201, HIST 2251, HIST 2254, & HIST 2255)
	The most recent iterations of HIST 2201, HIST 2251, HIST 2254, and HIST 2255 all list Objective 9 learning outcomes. For HIST 2252, the faculty assessor notes that the instructor has been advised to update his syllabus with more specific reference to ...
	The assessment plan for HIST 2201, 2251, 2252, 2254, and 2255 is based on the annual review of course syllabi and an assignment, collected from a representative sample of students and evaluated by other faculty members of the department.
	PHIL 2210
	The past syllabi for PHIL 2210 address each of the learning outcomes for Objective 9 but have not explicitly listed them.
	The assessment plan for PHIL 2210 involves the annual collection of a syllabus and a representative student sample of final exams, which would then be assessed by a committee of department faculty members. Actual student work has not to this point bee...
	B.  Evaluate the assessment outcome for each course. To what extent are students in each course satisfactorily achieving the learning outcomes for the objective? Provide a brief summary of the Committee’s findings in this area. Describe any recommende...
	Based on the review, 75 to 100% of students met objective 9 learning outcomes. Each department/program had its own process for reviewing and implementing the assessment plan. It was found that courses used various criteria/rubrics for measuring stude...
	● Not Met, Met Acceptable, Met at Target
	● Excellent” or “Acceptable
	● Exceeds Expectations, Meets Expectations, or Below Expectations
	● Introduce (I), Reinforce (R), and Emphasize (E) to denote the level of mastery.
	● Insufficient evidence, Beginning, Developing, Proficient,  Exemplary  (Key: IRE)
	The committee did not recommend any changes, nor did the committee come to consensus for a common rubric. If faculty are encouraged to use rubrics, the committee suggests the GERC provides guidelines for the type of rubric (in terms of levels/tiers, a...
	In addition, the committee found that each department employed a different process to review student achievement on learning outcomes. For example, some required instructors to analyze the data, write the result and submit it to the department. Others...
	Below are detailed reviews on the assessment outcomes.
	ANTH Courses (ANTH/SHOS 2201, 2202; ANTH 2237, 2238)
	The five year assessment for these courses covers over 20 different content-specific examples of Objective 9 classes taught in our department. The instructors have provided detailed information about how they conceptualize and teach each course, there...
	CSD 2210, CSD 2256, ENGL 2210, and ENGL 2256
	Learner Outcome 1:
	Learner Outcome 2:
	Learner Outcome 3:
	EDUC 2204
	Based on the five year and annual reports for EDUC 2204, all learning outcomes were assessed annually. Students performance ranges from 88 to 99 percent of students who achieved success on the 3 learning outcomes (Met at acceptable and at target level...
	Foreign Language Courses (FREN, SPAN, JAPN)
	JAPN  2201, 2202 used 5-tier rubric to assess student performance on Objective 9 Learning Outcomes. The average mastery level for the period under review ranged  between 80 and 90 percent. Overall, over 95 percent of students attain or exceed competen...
	FREN used ACTFL norms to assess student performance on the 3 learning outcomes.  Department faculty assessed student achievement on one of those competencies each year. The average mastery hovers around 85 percent. Over 88 percent of students attain t...
	SPAN: used 5-tier rubric to assess student performance, department faculty assessed student achievement on one of those competencies each year. The average mastery for the period hovered around 88 percent.
	Global Studies and Languages Courses (CMLT 2207, 2208, 2209; GLBL 2202, 2270)
	In GLBL 2202, 2270, and CMLT 2207, 2208, and 2209 annual assessment reports, the faculty review noted that most classes had 79 to 93 percent of students meet or exceed expectations annually. On the overall average, 95 percent of the students attained ...
	SOC 2201
	In SOC 2201, annual assessment reports, the faculty review noted that most classes had 78 to 95 percent of students meet or exceed expectations annually. On average, 86.5 percent of students achieved mastery in cultural diversity. The accomplished res...
	Overall, we recommend that it would be helpful for some instructors to be more explicit in stating in the syllabus that their courses are Objective 9 classes, and the list of expected learning outcomes should be explicitly itemized.
	History Courses (HIST 2201, HIST 2251, HIST 2254, & HIST 2255)
	In the annual reports for HIST 2201, 2251, 2252, 2254, and 2255, faculty review found that most classes had 90 to 100 percent of students meet or exceed  expectations. This indicates strong levels of student achievement towards all objective  learning...
	PHIL 2210
	All offerings of PHIL 2210 have to this point included a comprehensive final exam that would serve as an appropriate instrument for measuring the extent to which students are achieving the outcomes. Despite efforts, the Philosophy Program did not succ...
	C.   Evaluate the list of courses currently approved to satisfy the objective. To what extent does the current list contribute to a strong, coherent system of general education. Would a reduction or increase in the number or variety of courses in this...
	ISU Objective 9 offers various courses for students to choose and contributes to a strong and coherent system of general education. Closely examining the course offering lists, Objective 9 consists of 42 courses offered from 9 departments. Twenty of t...
	The committee recommends that courses that are no longer offered be removed from all Objective 9 course offering lists.
	D.  Evaluate the stated learning outcomes of this general education objective. Are there any problems with the learning outcomes as currently described, or ways in which they might be improved? Provide a brief summary of the Committee’s findings in th...
	The committee reviewed the current learning outcomes and came to the consensus that the outcomes seem adequate, provided that programs are given latitude to interpret them in a way that fits their discipline. However, the committee recommends integrat...
	CDC "culture" language: "Culture can be defined by group membership, such as racial, ethnic, linguistic, or geographical groups, or as a collection of beliefs, values, customs, ways of thinking, communicating, and behaving specific to a group."
	E.  Evaluate the objective itself and its place within the system of general education.  To what extent does the objective, in its current form, contribute to a strong overall system of general education? Are there ways in which the objective could be...
	ISU Objective 9 offers various courses for students to choose, objective learning outcomes seem adequate, and thus contributes to a strong and coherent system of general education.
	In summary, GERC Objective 9 Review Committee came to consensus about the following:
	● There is value in all courses that fit Objective 9 should include the specific learning outcomes as stated within Objective 9 in the course syllabi with some narrative customization regarding how the specific course aligns with each objective.
	● Objective learning outcomes seem adequate. However, the committee recommends integrating CDC language into Learning Outcome 2 to be reflective of the Centers for Disease Control language for “culture.”
	● Courses that are no longer offered should be removed from all Objective 9 course offering lists.
	● If faculty are encouraged to use rubrics, it is suggested that the GERC provides guidelines for the type of rubric (levels/categories) to be used.
	GERC Objective 9 Review Committee did not come to consensus about the following: If a common rubric should be established for Objective 9.
	● Pros of common rubric: A common rubric would help stabilize offerings and keep the broader goals of Objective 9 centered.
	● Cons of common rubric:  Rubrics may be perceived as constraining and may not always correspond to the course content.
	An important note about LANG 2201 and 2202: These courses were not offered during the review period and therefore are not accounted for in the report.
	Appendix
	Template for Syllabus to include Objective 9 and Learning Outcomes
	Objective 9, Cultural Diversity:
	Upon completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate the following competencies.
	1. Identify the defining characteristics of culturally diverse communities in regional, national, or global contexts. Provide class specific examples here.
	2. Describe the influence of cultural attributes such as ability, age, class, epistemology, ethnicity, gender, language, nationality, politics, or religion inherent in different cultures or communities. Provide class specific examples here.
	3. Apply knowledge of diverse cultures to address contemporary or historical issues. Provide class specific examples here.
	Objective 9, Cultural Diversity with examples from Anthropology:
	Upon completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate the following competencies.
	1. Identify the defining characteristics of culturally diverse communities in regional, national, or global contexts. Provide class specific examples here.
	Example: Ancient Egypt ANTH 2237. As a General Education Objective 9 Course each student will learn to identify the defining characteristics of Ancient Egyptian culture through time and the culturally diverse communities incorporated and surrounding t...
	2. Describe the influence of cultural attributes such as ability, age, class, epistemology, ethnicity, gender, language, nationality, politics, or religion inherent in different cultures or communities. Provide class specific examples here.    Example...
	3. Apply knowledge of diverse cultures to address contemporary or historical issues. Provide class specific examples here.
	Health and Illness in Latin America ANTH 2239 example. One topic that many medical anthropologists have focused on is childbirth.  What happens in different cultures during the birth of a child?  How is this event undertaken? What does the culture say...

