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Executive Order 14301 was issued May 23, 2025. The Order directs the U.S. Department of Energy to start a new pilot program expediting the testing of advanced reactor design. The program includes a very aggressive goal of achieving criticality for at least three reactor concepts by July 4, 2026. Ten companies are pursuing advanced reactor designs under the pilot program. Each of these companies and their reactor designs will be discussed in this colloquium.

The colloquium presenter is Dr. Chad L. Pope, ISU Nuclear Engineering Department Chair. Dr. Pope has been with ISU for 13 years with an additional 24 years of service at Idaho National Laboratory prior to joining ISU. Dr. Pope also serves as a consultant supporting three of the companies involved in the pilot program
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