Ordering Fractions

Purpose:
The purpose of this activity is to order fractions. 

Strategy Stage:
Stage 7

What you need:

Fraction bar and fraction cards

What to do:

1. Spread the fraction bars and cards face up on a table. 

2. Ask your student: can you find the fractions that are the quarters? 
How do you know they are quarters?
Can you put them on the fraction line in the correct place?  Remember they will be evenly spread between the 0 and the 1. 

3. Follow the same series of prompt questions to help your student place the thirds and fifths on the fraction line.

4. Ask your student questions about the order. For example:

What does the bottom number in the fraction tell us? 

What does the top number in the fraction tell us? 

What is bigger 1/4 or 1/3? 

Why is that? 

Why are 3/3, 4/4 and 5/5 all the same as 1 whole? 

What to expect your student to do:

· To read the fractions correctly.

· To arrange the each type of fraction quarters, thirds, fifths evenly between the 0 and the 1.

· Talk about what fractions mean. 

Variation:

· Cut out the fraction bar and find the place for the quarters by folding it into 4 parts, mark these folds with a pen, then open it out and fold it into 3 parts to find the thirds, and again open it out and fold it into 5 parts to find the fifths.  

Fraction bar and cards 

	


0


 








  1

	1

3


	2

3
	3

3
	1

4
	2

4
	3

4

	4

4


	1

5
	2

5
	3

5
	4

5
	5

5


