Groupings of 2 in numbers to 20

Purpose:
The purpose of this activity is to help your child learn the number of groups of 2 in numbers to 20.

Link to the Number Framework:
Place value, Stage 5

What you need:

20 small objects like stones, pegs, buttons.

What to do:

Give your child a set of small objects.  The set can have up to 20 objects in it.  

Help them to put them into pairs.   

Ask them how many twos there are.  For example in a set of 14 there are 7 groups of two, in a set of 9 there are 4 groups of two.

To start with your child can count the number of twos. 

As they become more familiar with the idea they could skip count on their fingers.  For example the number of twos in 12 can be found by skip counting in twos on your fingers (2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12) to count the six twos.

Encourage your child to skip count the twos until they can instantly recall the number of twos in numbers up to 20s.

This activity can be practiced with objects around the home.  

There are 12 socks in the laundry basket. How many pairs is that?
· How many tea towels can be hung up with 16 pegs? (assuming 2 for each tea towel)

· There are 11 biscuits how many people can have 2 each?

What to expect your child to do:
· Initially your child will probably need to count the twos in the number using objects.  
· They should progress to skip counting the twos, and then to instantly recalling the answer.

