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Introduction
Research indicates that many incoming college students are less prepared* than in 

previous years when it comes to essential academic skills including:

critical thinking 
problem-solving 
writing
close reading 
analysis

*Source: 

https://allaccess.collegeboard.org/recent-trends-college-readiness-and-

subsequent-college-performance Graph courtesy of: https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/reports/reading/2024/g12/ R

https://allaccess.collegeboard.org/recent-trends-college-
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/reports/reading/2024/g12/


The Problem

Problem Statement

In my 4000 level courses, I’ve seen 
significant differences in student skill 
levels.

grammar sentence 
structure analysis
research

Solution

I developed a scaffolding approach for 
CPH 4446: Communication Strategies in 
Community & Public Health.

scaffolding provides temporary 
support*
gradually reduce guidance student 
is eventually independent

R

*Source: 
https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-administration/what-
scaffolding-in-education-how-applied

https://www.gcu.edu/blog/teaching-school-


Part 1 

Writing Workshop



Writing Workshop

Writing Workshop Lecture

APA Formatting 

Introduction Video

Quiz



Part 2

Mini Assignments



Mini 

Assignments

2 Page Mini Paper

Chapter 2 Assignment

Chapter 4 Discussion



Part 3

Research Paper #1



Community Health 

Needs Assessment

Assignment Guidelines

Rubric
Rough Draft- Extensive Feedback 

Step-by-Step Outline

Example Paper



Part 4

Research Paper #2-3



Health 

Communication 

Campaign Part 1

Assignment Guidelines

Rubric
Rough Draft- Extensive Feedback 

Step-by-Step Outline

Example Paper



Health 

Communication 

Campaign Part 2

Assignment Guidelines

Rubric
Rough Draft- Extensive Feedback 

Step-by-Step Outline

Example Paper
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Results
Quality of student research is 
higher in 2025 than 2024.

I spend less time grading research 
papers for CPH 4446 in 2025 than in 
2024.

I receive less emails with questions about 
formatting, writing mechanics, and 
assignment requirements in 2025 than in 
2024.



Questions



Thank You


