Discussion questions from Chapter 9.

1. Why do size/number tradeoffs in offspring differ in semelparous vs. iteroparous organisms?

2. What role does environmental variation have in size/number tradeoffs?

3. What are the assumptions of the Smith-Fretwell model and what factors does it ignore?

4. Explain how parent and offspring interests differ.

5. What role does phenotypic plasticity have in size/number tradeoffs?

Discussion questions from the burying beetle paper

6. What aspects of burying beetle biology make it ideal for testing Smith-Fretwell?

7. Is the burying beetle population studied optimizing their size/number of offspring? How do you know?

8. What are some explanations for beetles deviating from optimal parental fitness?

