“In Colonial America...

\ formal education for women

- beyond the most elementary
level was considered
inappropriate, dangerous and
unsettling to women’s
domestic duties.”

(Women’s Realities, Women'’s
Choices, 1983.)

In the nineteenth century, it was generally
thought of women that “...even in imagination,
intellectual activity is dangerous: or as the

phrase is, unfit” (Harriet Martineau on Women, ed.
Gayle graham Yates, 1985).

Today, attitudes have changed, allowing
women more opportunities to pursue

the rigorous kind of education men have
always pursued. More important, women
(and men) have the option of learning more
about themselves and their experiences
across time from a woman'’s point of view.

Mission Statement

The Women’s Studies Program supports
ISU’s mission to create “an effective and
efficient learning environment that serves
students of various ages, abilities, needs
and backgrounds” through an 18 credit
interdisciplinary minor which draws
courses from Women'’s Studies, Anthro-
pology, Communication, English, History,
Health Education, Physical Education,
Political Science, Psychology, and
Sociology. Grounded in contemporary
scholarship, gender courses provide
students with innovative perspectives from
which to analyze and assess familiar
subjects. Critical and analytical skills are
developed and honed as students identify
and contextualize profound connections

between one’s gender and one’s place in
history, assigned role and statuses, and
acess to social, economic, and political
power. The Women’s Studies minor
enhances intellectual growth, compliments
the degree major by broadening academic
knowledge bases, provides internship
opportunities, and develops a wide range
of skills applicable in a variety of post-
graduation settings. The Women’s Studies
Program accomadates students’ scheduling
needs by periodically offering evening
courses and distance learning courses
televised to Blackfoot, Soda Springs, Idaho
Falls, and Twin Falls.

Minor Requirements

18 credit hours of courses in gender topics
including WS201, Introduction to Women’s
Studies, WS401, Feminist Thought, and
one additional upper division course.
Approved courses include:

WS 160 Rape Agression Defense
WS 311 American Women’s Movements
WS 405 Gender in the Modern World

ANTH 215 Gender in Anthropological
Perspective

ENG 328 Gender and Literature

HIST 405 Women in the North American
West

HIST 437 Families in Former Times

HIST 438 Women in Pre-Industrial Europe

HIST 439 Women in History

POLS 492 Gender and Politics

PSYCH 205 Human Sexuality

SOC 250 Women, Crime and Corrections

SOC 321 Families in American Society

SPCH 440 Gender and Communications

Additional courses in
gender topics are
offered by various
departments and
approved by the
co-directors of the
WSP. Approved
courses are listed
each semester

in the ISU Class Schedule under the
Women’s Studies heading. A complete
description of the Women'’s Studies minor
appears in the ISU Undergraduate
Catalog.

What Can | Do With a Women’s
Studies Minor?

As more women work, business and
corporations find the need for more
sensitivity to women's issues such as
sexual harassment, flex-time, parental
leave, pay equity, and equal employ-
ment opportunities. The development
of women's agencies and organizations
is spurring demand for graduates with
specializations in Women's Studies.
There is growing demand in the
professions of law, medicine, social
work, teaching, counseling, and
government service for expertise on
gender issues. Similarly, women's
studies specialists are increasingly
being used as consultants in industry,
higher education, insurance companies,
and personnel firms. Perhaps most
importantly, many Women's Studies
graduates say that their education gave
them the confidence to pursue careers
traditionally held by men.



