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So4ja Langan
Idaho State Lottcry
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Boise, tD 83705

Dcar So4ja:

Please accEpt tbis.correspCIndsnce in rcsponse to your inquiries to the office of the
Attorney Gonsr:al tegarding ganrbling in the statc ottaano. po, ease of rpfererrce, I havcdraftcd this conespondcnce in a questiou and anower format.

Qaestlon I: Arc chnfity casino nights legal?

Answer: 'No.' Howewr, eharities may mnduct rafiIar or bingo.

y casino nishts. individuali are required to
such as pokcr, blackjack, routstte and other-
he tradcd for priz-es or a chance to win rn a

hance forpize increases with the amoqrt of

orhenvise constitute illegal gambling in lclahJ 
nights of this type - wheflrer for charity or

Idaho Code Section 18-3801 del"lnes "ganbliug" as "risking any money, crediq
depo.sit or other thing of vaiue for gain c,outiugent in ihole or in fnrt upon toi chance,fhe operatron o,f a gambling 'Je'iise or the hapieuing or outcoure of an eveflt.,, There is
no cxception for churity casino-sty'le gatnuiiig. lttit does not fnean, horr,.ever. thatcbaritics are r*ithout recourse.
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under idaho law, chauties ma,v-.c€nduct bingo and raffle ganres in tlie p*rsurt ofcharitable purposes. Chsrities that .,alh to conduct bingo anrlor raffles should rvorkclosei5' -with the Lottery to e115i11s tlrat they urc in r,ri.t ffilruoro ,*.ith the law.

Question 2; IIthat if ne hold. a dinner,and.ch.arge afeefor the di.nner, but afier di,nnerthe attendees c&n prdy poker o, io rin and winfrrii,is, iourd thrs he tegar?
Answer: No.

h.g dinncr with pokor and just poker by rtself.
er.,r'ith*fr@" poker or rcception with ,.free',
the pokcr acts a.q part of thl irrducemenr for

row good the food or other atftaction may be.
people who are allowed to play potcer after
:e fee or buy-in to play.

Questian 3: What ifu,c hold a cdstno ar paker night and the prizes are dorrarcdt wottldthis be legat?

Awwer: No.

y- an entir,y*"to the person ruith the mosf chips,
18-3801 to the llerson risiong ther money or
The "gaiu" is rvhat motivates the inCividual

egardless of u'hether Oe prrze u,as donated.
ng.

Qttestion '|: I x'ant to have a casino night that will comply witlt ldaho law, How do Itla that?

Anrn'er: If organiia,tions or individuals insist on ha,*ing a casino or poker nlghr,thuy 
lo 

so at their atwn periL Gamhling is considered a crime in ldatto
and the Lotte4' shall enforce the ganhaig statates ta theit..fullest extettt

should an organization attempt a casino night anywav, lt must nor requueanything cf value tt:*..u pra.rer ta pray, aud/or the oiganiz-ation must f,ot gir,e our anytype of gaur or prlze ro Lle piayeru.

Examples of "an;4hing of taiue" include but arc not limited to money, couFons.discounts, servjces, free .rernletships. trade, promise.s, etc. Kecp in mind that,,an-,-thing
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iamplcs of ',gain" incltrde, but are not Jjrnited
ps, fiee nt:mberships and anything else that
ucjes a r;hance to go out of the State of idaho
t-t,to win something else.

Q'uestion 4: Atc curd gajf,f;s such as ryot ltold'em, seven-card stud, ltve-ca.rd dran,
hlackJack aad gln rummy itlegal?

Att-su,er: Icr.

Gcneral$', card" gSnre_s sgch -as pokgr, 
-blac(iach rexas hord,em anrr gin rummyconstituie illegal gambling in the staie of io*ito,ir pLio, are riskiag money, oredir,deposrt or anfihing of value fo: a chance of gain.

Question 5: "wh,y aten't s,nte pttker games advertLsed tn rdaho nor rlregar?

Ansu'er: Merchant' udrcrtised gflftes such as poker do not require cottsideratian topta!.

f Idahq have advertised promot.ional contests
or Texas hold'em. In these instances. ths

gt tbeleqd.uxyhing or nskmg.Euy- morey,
ustancss. a pla,ver is oharged to pl*t', but

CONCIUSION

Ls ccntrary to public polic.v and is stictly
.mutuel betting and bingo and raffle games
tion for charitable purposos. Art. III, $-20.

. ies permitted by srtbsectiotr (1) shall emplol,anl' foffi of casino garnbling rnclucing" but not limited io, blackja"t , 
"rups, 

roulette,poker," /d.

legisiahue cnactcd ldaho Code $ection 1.9-
iey, credit deposit or othet thing of value fb:
, ohunce. the operatiorr of a gambiing device

:T'l-o gambrins rncrudrr:g. but nor lin,ted [:t'i:-ffi:r:ilf ,"ffi1"1;J,:J1.-',1T T18-310 I (enrphasrs added.)
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Sinccrely,

For urdividuals u'ho sembre i, Idaho, assist in garnbr.ing and/or allows gambhngon the premises, thel' st* camrnitting a misdemcarror. Fo, cemrncrclal entities, grey alsorisk iosing thert liquot licenses. The safest bet in Idaho is trot nsking criminaiproseautton by participating in such endeavols.
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