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One-of-a-kind Item Added to Book Arts Collection 

Between the Lines 
the Eli M. Oboler Library Newsletter  

Artist books are usually created in 
small print runs.  Even so, the 
newest addition to the Book Arts 
Collection comes from an          
unusually small print run: one. 
Book artist Tim Elyõs newest    

creation was produced specifically 
for the Book Arts Collection 
housed in the Special Collections 
Department of the Oboler Library.  
Paula Jull, professor in ISUõs James 
E. Rogers Department of Mass 
Communication, has long helped 
guide the expansion of the Book 

Athenaeum, the Grolier Club, the 
Sackner Archive of Concrete and 
Visual Poetry, and the Victoria and 
Albert Museum.  The volume    
created for the Book Arts          
Collection at Idaho State          
University marks the first time Ely 
has created a book like this for a 
teaching institution.  We are     
honored to add it to our             

collection. 
 

Arts Collection.  Tim Ely is an   
accomplished book artist and     
National Endowment for the Arts   
Fellow based in Colfax, Wash. The 
two met in 1993 at the Paper and 
Book Intensive in Texas.  During 
the summer of 2008, Jull and Ely 
met again at a workshop sponsored 
by the Marriott Library Book Arts      
Program at the University of Utah.  
Following the workshop, Jull     
approached the Special Collections 
Department about a commission 
with Ely to create a book specifi-
cally for the collection. 
 
The results, a volume entitled    
Formation, arrived in December 
2008.  The book is informed by the 
colors and landscapes of southern 
Idaho and northern Utah.  Some of 
the pigments used in the creation 
of the book were gathered at sites 
in Utah and Idaho, including a 
beautiful iron oxide that was 
ground into pigment and mixed 
with acrylics and wax.  Formation is 
a drum leaf structure, a binding 
form invented by Ely.  It is made 
up of 14 leaves that were paste-
fused with abaca paper from      
antique dress making patterns.  
The book comes housed in a     
specially made box complete with a 
hidden compartment where a   
pamphlet describing the book and 
the process of its creation resides. 
 
Tim Elyõs one-of-a-kind books are 
in public and private collections 
worldwide including the Boston 
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Library Sources for Troubled Times 
By Associate Professor Karen Kearns 

Head of Special Collections  
 

Times of economic trouble provide 
special challenges for libraries: how 
to do more with less.  While the 
phenomenon of increased library 
use during bad economic times is 
most extensively documented in 
public libraries, many academic 
libraries see a change in their use 
patterns as well.  In addition to 
dealing with the results of           
increased enrollment as more    
non-traditional students return to 
school for retraining in search of a 
recession-proof job, libraries deal 
with more general use of their    
collections by non-students and 
students alike.  People turn to the 
library as a source of both free  
information and free entertain-
ment.  The Oboler Library        
definitely provides many of those 
sources. 
 

 Among the free information 
sources patrons may find useful 
are our freely-available public      
computers with internet access, 
our Government Documents    
Collection, access to the Automo-
bile Reference Center for          
car-repair information, and a 
typewriter for completing job         
applications.  In addition, we 
have a large number of books on 
consumer health in the Idaho 
Health Sciences Library.  The 
Arthur P. Oliver Law Library is 
available for òserve-yourselfó   
legal help.  Of course, because 
weõre staffed by librarians and not 
doctors and lawyers, we canõt 
help interpret health and legal 
information, but we can certainly 
help patrons find the right 
source. 
 
Among the free entertainment 
sources patrons may find useful is 

our extensive fiction collection, 
which is particularly strong in    
classic literature and science fiction 
and fantasy.  Because our fiction is 
mixed in with the rest of the      
collections and not in a separate 
area like at the public libraries, it 
can take a little more work to     
locate, but itõs worth it in the end 
when a patron finds a great book.  
We also have a growing video    
collection.  While our patrons 
wonõt find the latest Batman movie, 
we do have a generous collection of 
documentaries and classic theater 
available.  We also have access to a 
catalog of audio-books which can 
be downloaded to patronsõ       
computers and certain mp3 players. 
 
Libraries are often referred to as 
the cornerstones of our communi-
ties.  In times as complicated as 
these, they perform a function 
more vital than ever. 

Tough economic 
times are tough 
on libraries,     
especially on the 
collections in    

research libraries.  
Elsewhere in this newsletter you 
will read of the libraryõs response 
to the current state holdbacks as 
well as our planning for a reduced 
budget next year.  ISU faculty    
depend on the journal literature as 
they pursue their research.  The 
current practices of scientific and 
technical publishers make it        
difficult to stay ahead of the curve. 
 

Message from  Kay Flowers, University Librarian and Dean:  

Adopt a Journal Opportunity 

One suggestion being explored 
around the country is a program 
to encourage donors to adopt a 
journal.  Donors who wish to 
support the research in particular 
disciplines provide endowments 
that cover the cost of a scholarly 
journal.   
 
The College of Education bene-
fits from such an endowment 
from Jerry and Elner Bellon. This 
fund has allowed the library to 
continue education journals that 
would otherwise have been cut 
due to funding shortfalls. 
 

Those interested in adopting a   
journal should contact the libraryõs 
administrative offices for additional 
information and assistance with the 
paperwork. Journals vary in price, 
from $45 per year to $14,000 per 
year, so the related endowments 
would vary in amount as well.  The 
journal title adopted will be re-
moved from the list that is vulner-
able to budget cuts.   
 
Most of us find it easy to complain 
about a situation.  Here is a way to 
actually do something constructive. 
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Emergency Preparedness     
and Response Project 

National Network of  Libraries of  Medicine  

emergency and service continuity 
planning. In the event of a disas-
ter or emergency, Francis will 
serve on a team that will assist 
librarians and then report lessons 
learned after the event is resolved. 
 
The second MOU provides 
$5,000 in funding to enhance ISU 
libraries' role as Idaho's only  re-
source library in the National 
Network of Libraries of Medicine. 
This MOU began in December 
2008 and runs for one year, with 
the possibility of a renewal. 
Planned outreach activities      
include research training for 
Idaho healthcare professionals, 
exhibits and presentations to   
public librarians at local and state 
meetings, as well as a health      
information needs assessment of 
an underserved group. 

Idaho Health Sciences Library 
(IHSL) staff is busy working on 
activities for two Memorandums of 
Understanding (MOUs). Marcia 
Francis, director of the IHSL, is 
principal investigator for both 
MOUs, and other IHSL staff assist 
her as needed. 
 
The first MOU provides $7,000 in 
funding to allow ISU to lead Idaho 
participation in the National Net-
work of Libraries of Medicine 
(NN/LM) Emergency Prepared-
ness and Response Project. Francis 
has been appointed Idaho's NN/
LM State Coordinator for Emer-
gency Preparedness and Response 
for 2008 to 2011 and will serve on 
the NN/LM Pacific Northwest 
Region (PNR) Emergency Prepar-
edness Committee. As state coordi-
nator, she will train and assist 
Idaho hospital librarians with 

By Associate Professor Marcia Francis                                                      
Director, Idaho Health Sciences Library 

State Emergency Preparedness Coordinators Pacific Northwest Region:  From L to R: Bob Pringle, 
Washington; Kathy Murray, Alaska; Marcia Francis, Idaho; Dolores Judkins, Oregon; Laurel 
Egan, Montana. 

By Instructor Regina Koury                                 
Electronic Resources Librarian 

Many of our 
patrons here at 
the Oboler    
Library have 
very busy lives 
which might 
include pursu-
ing a second 
degree while 
working full- 

time and raising a family. Librarians 
sometimes have the great pleasure 
of showing these patrons how they 
can save time by doing a lot of their 
research at home, and even to    
access full text journal articles or 
old newspapers via the libraryõs 
electronic resources. Seeing the 
òahaó moment is priceless. Going 
to the ALA Midwinter Conference 
was the same òahaó moment for 
me. I was especially thrilled since 
this year I was a co-presenter at the   
Association for Library Collections 
and Technical Services Electronic 
Interest Group panel discussion on 
troubleshooting e-resources. 
 

In my presentation I briefly        
discussed skills and techniques        
necessary to troubleshoot               
e-resources, with examples of what 
has and has not worked in the past. 
The needs of our patrons are     
evolving in response to the latest 
technological developments. From 
basic to advanced, faculty and     
students want access to searchable 
resources online and they want it 
now. Lost online access can be   
extremely frustrating in a library 
instruction or reference transaction. 
Successful troubleshooting of                      
exponentially growing e-resources 
                  Continued on page 7               

First Time Presenter     
Experience:  2009 ALA 
Midwinter Conference 

in Denver 


