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Hardinge Books Donated to Special Collections 

Between the Lines 
the Eli M. Oboler Library Newsletter  

It was Christmas in July for the 

staff of the Special Collections 

Department when twelve boxes 

of books arrived from a special 

donor.  Mr. H. De Forest òCorkó 

Hardinge of Mercer Island, 

Washington donated his collec-

tion of rare books and ephemera 

relating to the History of the 

American West to the Oboler 

Library Special Collections De-

partment.  The collection fo-

cuses primarily on the Pacific 

Northwest and Colorado and 

will provide much -needed early 

source material for researchers.  

 

Among the many treasures are 

an 1847 edition of Father De 

Smetõs book Oregon Missions 

and Travels over the Rocky 

Mountains in 1845 -46.  Father 

The collection is available for  

use in the Special Collections 

Department in the Libraryõs 

basement.  The department is 

open Monday through Friday    

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.                                                                 
                                  Karen Kearns 

Associate Professor, Head of Special Collections 

De Smet was a Roman 

Catholic priest who was ac-

tive in missionary work pri-

marily with the Nez Perce 

and Flathead Indians.  He 

was based in northern 

Idaho and traveled exten-

sively throughout the 

Northwest.   

 

Also included in the collec-

tion are two editions of 

Washington Irvingõs As-

toria, which chronicles the 

history of John Jacob As-

torõs venture into the fur 

trade on the Pacific coast. 

and a 1906 edition of 

George Wharton Jamesõ In 

and Out of the Old Mis-

sions, previously owned by 

renowned California author 

Mary Austin whose signa-

ture is on the inside cover.  The 

collection of over 130 titles is 

joined by four boxes of ephem-

era ranging from early pam-

phlets, current maps, museum 

catalogs, 1920s automobile 

route cards from the Automobile 

Club of Western Washington 

and scenic postcards of bustling 

downtown Seattle.  

 

Mr. Hardingeõs family has re-

cently relocated from Washing-

ton to Pocatello.  His grandson, 

Alex Webster, is currently at-

tending ISU and working in the 

libraryõs Circulation Depart-

ment.  
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