Mary Kay Asch

Integration PTE Component

Many students struggle with defining words contextually when they read.  This lesson guides them in slowing down, looking around, and making educated guesses about words based on what is happening in the text.  It is important the teacher previews the text to discover appropriate words to define for this activity.

Identify the objectives of the PTE lesson you are teaching

Students will learn more vocabulary words.  Students will also learn how to contextually figure out a word.

Define where the academic area and the PTE area meet

11.LA.1.8.2
Use context analysis to determine the meanings of unfamiliar and multiple-meaning words from American literature. (752.01.a)
11.LA.2.1.2
Apply reading strategies to self monitor for comprehension.

1. Assess students’ reading awareness

Students will discuss reading strategies they employ for difficult text.  Students will discuss strategies they use for unknown words.

2. Work through related, contextual examples
The class will read an excerpt from a story that includes a vocabulary word the students should know.  Knowing the word already makes understanding the strategy a little easier.  As a class, the students will decide which words and phrases around the word help a reader understand the vocabulary

Example:

I was almost back at my classroom door when I heard voices raised in anger as if in some sort of argument.  I stopped.  I didn’t mean to eavesdrop.  I just hesitated not knowing what to do.

Students could then underline the following words that help a person to know what eavesdrop means:

I was almost back at my classroom door when I heard voices raised in anger as if in some sort of argument.  I stopped.  I didn’t mean to eavesdrop.  I just hesitated not knowing what to do.

 A possible guess for this word could be “to listen when you’re not supposed to.”
Students would justify their underlined words.  The student could say, “She’s hearing people speaking who don’t know she’s there.  Would she be worried about hearing voices if she was supposed to listen to them?  Would she have stopped or thought about not knowing what to do?

Students would then look up the definition (which is—to listen secretly to a private conversation).  As a class we would discuss our answers.  Were we close?  Did the words around the vocabulary word help us?
3. Work through traditional reading examples
The class will read teacher- chosen text together and students will write their ideas on a lined piece of paper that follows this format and directions:

On a separate sheet of paper, label your paper as such:

1.
a.
b.
c.
SKIP A LINE
1.

a.

b.

c.

DO THIS 6 MORE TIMES

In this story there are eight underlined words.  Each time you come across an underlined word, complete the following directions for each word.  Make sure you write the words in the order in which they are found in the story.

1. write the word that is underlined

a. make an educated guess as to what this word means

b. write the words and phrases around the vocabulary words that allows you to make an educated guess about its definition
c. look up the definition, read all possible definitions, choose the most appropriate definition based on the events in the story, and write it down in your own words
4. Students demonstrate understanding

Students will try this activity on their own with different text.  The text will be chosen from a list of five stories that have already been prepped with underlined words.  As an adaptation, students could peruse the text and find the vocabulary words on their own.  Students will share their findings with a small group who read the same story.
5. Formal assessment
Teacher and students will discover if the process was enacted correctly.  Teacher will pay attention closely to the words and phrases around the vocabulary words that the students chose.  If the students are choosing inappropriate “clues,” teacher will redirect.  As an advanced assessment, students can write a letter, story, or article using the vocabulary words.  Now that the students have learned some new vocabulary, students could also create a quiz for other students using the same format we did as a class but using the words they discovered in their own text.
