Word Walls
What is a Word Wall? 
A word wall is a systematically organized collection of words. It can be used as a tool and display.

Goals
Support the teaching of important general principles about words and how they work 

Provide reference support for students during reading and writing 

Provide a visual map to help students remember connections between words and the characteristics that will help them form categories 

Develop a growing core of words that become part of a reading and writing vocabulary 

Guidelines
Add no more than five words/week.

Do a variety of review activities to provide enough practice so that words are read and spelled instantly and automatically 

Make sure that Word Wall words are spelled correctly in any writing students do

High School Applications
Content Vocabulary


By subject

 ISAT Terminology


Language 


Math 

Effective Instruction
Teach words in a meaningful context, using authentic literature. 

Teach only a few words per reading selection. 

Relate each word to students' prior knowledge. 

Group each word with other related words. 

If possible, expose students to the word in a variety of contexts. 

Tips for Word Wall Use
Students create their own word walls for a unit or chapter - have them add it to a class list. 

Have students list in journals words that interest or confuse them.
