Improving Academic Standards Through Professional-Technical Education

Idaho PTE Reading Lesson Plan 

Purpose (Objective): The students will learn the literary elements used in the writing of a short story or other literary work.

Rationale: In order to understand and converse intellectually about a short story or other literary work, students must become familiar with the literary terms used in their creation. Simple rote memorization does little to ensure successful understanding of terms for more than a limited time. By using a game form (Jeopardy) each student will become actively involved with the words in a new and fun way. This should help increase retention of information.

State Standards:

· Confirm or self-correct predictions in response to grade level. (734.01.e)

· Identify literary devices. (734.01.g)

· Activate and draw upon own experience to connect reading selections. (734.02.c)

· Relate social, cultural and historic aspects of literature to reading experience. (734.02.c)

· Demonstrate understanding of how reading can provide enrichment, information, and serve as a tool for life-long learning. (734.02.d)

· Analyze literary text for story elements: characters, setting, plot structure, theme, conflict and resolution. (734.03.b)

· Use personal or objective criteria to draw conclusions, make inferences, determine meanings, form opinions and make judgments. (734.03.c)

· Use questions to guide reading. (734.04.a)

· Synthesize what has been read. (734.04.c)

· Listen for information and understanding, response and expression and critical analysis and evaluation. (736.01, .02, .03)

· Write for literary response and expression. (735.04)

· Write to critically analyze and evaluate. (735.05)

· Write and edit for clarity. (705.02)

· Determine and apply rules and conventions for grammar. (735.02.a)

· Understand and use the steps of the writing process: brainstorm, draft, revise, edit and publish (735.01.a)

· Identify and use appropriate style and vocabulary for a particular audience. (735.01.c)

Presentation/Preparation: Before playing the game, students will be given a Literary Terms List with all the words and definitions. We will discuss them in class and an example of each will be given. Students will be given time to review them with a partner, and they will be used as we read some of the stories included in the curriculum. A pre-test will be given a day or two previous to game day.

Application: Before the game day arrives, all of the term definitions and their answers will be written on index cards. The teacher will act as moderator and explain the rules of the competition. On the assigned day of the game, students will be put into teams. A stop watch will be used to make sure each student is given the same amount of time for answering the questions. Scored will be recorded on the board. The winning team will win a candy prize. Each student in class will receive as extra credit the number of points their team gets during the day. That way, all students should have a personal buy-in to the activity.

Evaluation: The day after the class competition, the students will be given a matching test over all of the terms and definitions. 

Feedback: After reviewing before and after test scores, students will be given a chance to discuss the activities merits and shortcomings as an enrichment activity. 
Resource: hill.jan@meridianschools.org

Implementation: It’s hard to determine just how effective the activity was in increasing test scores over the literary terms since actual studying outside of class could not be calculated, but it offered a pleasant change from the way most English classes are conducted, and the students enjoyed the thrill of the game.  All student scores improved from the pre-test to the test anywhere from one additional correct answer to an increase of nearly 40 points. 
Some of the students responded that it’s easier to remember things when they are applied in a fun way, rather than just rote memorization. Others admitted that they hadn’t done any additional studying before the final test was given. 

The most apparent positive that came from the activity was the active participation of every student in the class since no student was exempt from playing the game. It helped create more class unity and much positive reinforcement was given.
Jan Hill

English 10
Duration:

2-3 weeks

Unit Theme:

Short Stories (Plot, Character and Point of View and Setting and Theme)

Objectives: 

(TSWBAT)

1. Read short stories that illustrate different elements of the genre.

2. Apply a variety of reading strategies, particularly strategies for reading fiction.

3. Recognize literary elements used in the selections.

4. Increase vocabulary.

5. Pass a test on Literary Terms

6. Learn elements of grammar and usage as used in a particular selection: words from names, placement of only and just, constructing meanings, plot structure, transitions that show time, storytelling, compare and contrast, words from myths, considering knowledge level of audience, inanimate dialogue or persuasive argument.

7. Write in a variety of modes.

8. Develop speaking, listening and reading skills by completing activities.

9. View images critically and create visual representations.

10. Learn reading strategies like: predicting, identifying with a character, previewing, drawing conclusions, compare and contrast and asking questions.

Materials:

· Literature books

· Overheads on literary elements

· Study guides on literary terms

· Worksheets on various stories

· Test on literary terms

· Speaking, reading and listening activities

Guiding Questions:

1. What are some of the characteristics all short stories share? (plot, theme, characters, setting, etc.)

2. Why are no two stories ever alike?

3. What kind of short stories do you most enjoy reading?

4. How can you connect the stories we read to your own lives?

5. What is critical thinking? How can it be developed?

Enduring Understanding:

1. Confirm or self-correct predictions in response to grade level. (734.01.e)

2. Identify literary devices. (734.01.g)

3. Activate and draw upon own experience to connect reading selections. (734.02.c)

4. Relate social, cultural and historic aspects of literature to reading experience. (734.02.c)

5. Demonstrate understanding of how reading can provide enrichment, information, and serve as a tool for life-long learning. (734.02.d)

6. Analyze literary text for story elements: characters, setting, plot structure, theme, conflict and resolution. (734.03.b)

7. Use personal or objective criteria to draw conclusions, make inferences, determine meanings, form opinions and make judgments. (734.03.c)

8. Use questions to guide reading. (734.04.a)

9. Synthesize what has been read. (734.04.c)

10. Listen for information and understanding, response and expression and critical analysis and evaluation. (736.01, .02, .03)

11. Write for literary response and expression. (735.04)

12. Write to critically analyze and evaluate. (735.05)

13. Write and edit for clarity. (705.02)

14. Determine and apply rules and conventions for grammar. (735.02.a)

15. Understand and use the steps of the writing process: brainstorm, draft, revise, edit and publish (735.01.a)

16. Identify and use appropriate style and vocabulary for a particular audience. (735.01.c)

Activities:

1. Preview literary terms

2. Game of Jeopardy using literary terms

3. News story from paper on a disaster or other noteworthy event 

4. Written description from another point of view

5. Improvised speech 

6. Persuasive essay

7. Read each story in the unit and complete an activity on each one. (see student handouts)

8. Discuss each story as the events unfold and use different reading strategies on each one.

9. Take a quiz on the literary terms at the completion of the unit.

Closing:

1. Which story did you most identify with?

2. What made this story memorable for you?

3. How are fiction stories related to real life?

4. What is the importance of knowing/using literary terms in writing or reading a story of fiction or non-fiction?

Assessment:

1.
Individual activities/quizzes with each story read.

2.
A Literary Terms Test at the completion of the unit.

3.
Spot checking throughout unit to determine level of comprehension.

Accommodations:

As needed per individual student. I will also present the information in several different learning styles so each of the students will feel success.
Soundtrack/Photo Autobiography Project

Project Requirements:

Select at least five songs or five pictures, or a combination of both, that represent you at various stages of your life. You can use pivotal moments (fun, sad, happy, holiday) or break it up into three-year increments – whatever seems most logical to your life thus far. The songs/pictures should be representative of you, not just favorite songs/pictures from your life – although, it is possible that they are one and the same.

· For each of your songs/pictures, compose a paragraph (5 sentences) or a poem, explaining its relationship to your life. For the songs, make sure you include the song title, artist, words and main idea, in addition to supporting information that explains the song/picture’s relationship to your life. Also include a concluding sentence that sums up your main idea. Be sure to revise and edit your work. Poetry should speak for itself.

Create a title for your soundtrack or poetry collection – be as creative as you can! Betsy’s Life, for example, is neither interesting nor meaningful.

You will be asked to present a portion of your autobiography to the class before turning the entire project in for a grade. I will give you some examples from my own life as to how it is to be done. 

For extra credit you may design a CD cover or book jacket for your project.

Grading:

Grades will be scored as either proficient, partly proficient or unsatisfactory and a point score of 10-100 points will be given.
Organization and Development of your ideas: main idea in each paragraph with supporting sentences to develop the topic; logical progression of ideas; solid conclusion leaving reader with a final though; fresh insights to own life and independence of thought.

Conventions and Style of your work: Poetry or prose must be grammatically correct and mechanically accurate (punctuation, parts of speech, etc.) Work is fluent and readable and uses a variety of sentence structures.
