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Reading Integration Strategy: Using a Frame of Reference, in Spanish, for the novel, “Amistades”
1. Idaho Achievement Standard:  Standard 1 Reading Process, Goal 1.8:

Vocabulary and Concept Development 10.LA.1.8.1 Apply knowledge of roots and word parts to draw inferences about new words. (752.01.a)

2.Determine reading strategy: Frame of Reference definition; When skilled readers approach the reading of a fiction or nonfiction text, they automatically summon up prior knowledge of any information or experience that will provide a foundation and/or context for the text.

One of the ways we can explicitly teach our students this strategy is to have them consciously create a framework for their reading. When readers create these connections, it engages them right from the beginning and helps them to deepen their understanding. This strategy asks the reader to summon what they know about the topic, place, event, or issue and to think about how they know that information. Taking a critical look at how we gather our knowledge on a topic is an important step in evaluating its depth and validity. 

3. As applicable , use the reading strategy to assess students’ prior knowledge or awareness about content to be taught.: In order to help students to develop their reading skills in Spanish, have them go through the steps for frame of reference first. They should read the title of the passage and see what they already know about the topic, trying to predict the contents. Then ask them to identify vocabulary and linguistic structures that are familiar, to look for cognates and to distinguish between content words and function words. Have them apply these text decoding techniques which will help them to strengthen their reading comprehension.   
4. Use the reading strategyto work thought the lesson: 

I will be using a story in Spanish called “Amistades.”    Amistades will introduce reading strategies in each chapter.  I will use these suggestions to increase the student’s reading comprehension abilities. 

1. Recognize cognates p. 37
Some words look alike and mean the same  in Spanish and English (popular, final, color). Some are similar but not exact matches. You can easily guess, especially if you say them aloud as they are oral cognates, too (líder, foto, estupendo). Even if you cannot understand everything, recognizing cognates can give you a lot of information about the text. 

2. Use your world knowledge p. 73 Ask yourself what you already know about the topic and what you predict will be in the article. Use cognates to confirm your guess. 

3. Skim the text p.115 Look quickly at the format and any key words in the title, subheadings or captions. Try to guess at the general idea of the content. 

4. Scan for specific information p. 150 Use strategies 1, 2, 3 before you scan. Then look more carefully for details that confirm your ideas on the meaning of the text. 

5. Guess from clues in the context p. 189 Do not be tempted to look up every word you do not know. Try to guess meaning from context, ideas that surround the unfamiliar word.  

6.Let word order guide you p. 224 Underline, circle and draw arrows as needed to analyze difficult sentences and pick out subjects, verbs, objects and other referents. 

7. Let grammar clues guide you p. 259 Look at the meaning in "chunks."

Look at units of words that work together. Find the verb (action) and subject (who or what does the action) and decide if what you understand makes sense. 

8. Let the organization of the text guide you p. 291 Recognizing the way a text is organized can help you understand.  Is it chronological? (in sequence) Is it categorized? (by use of charts, graphs, headings) Is it argumentative? (taking sides in presenting an idea) Is it descriptive? (May be combined with other types of organization). 

9. Recognize the intent and function of the text p. 330 
Is the text literary? (novel, short story, play) technical? (reports, reviews, textbooks, handbooks) correspondence? (personal and business letters, postcards, notes) journalistic? (articles, editorials, ads, weather reports) informational? (dictionaries, guidebooks, timetables, maps) or

realia? (tickets, menus, recipes, advertisements). Deciding the function will enhance your comprehension. 

10. Use information from the text p. 365 There are four types of information you often find: definitions, problems and solutions, causes and effects, comparisons and contrasts. Determine which type is given to increase your understanding. 

11. Identify narrative strategies p. 401 In a nutshell, all the strategies you have used thus far are helps to understanding. Review them to be sure you are using them all. 

12. Interpret figurative language p. 440 Metaphor, simile and personification create powerful images that help you see the text in new ways. Look for words like como, parece or semejante a and determine what places persons or things are being compared. Examine their characteristics.
5. Work through related, contextual examples: The teacher will use these suggestions to increase the student’s reading comprehension abilities. After the text has been read and studied, ask them how the passage differed from their initial expectations. Use the comprehension questions that serve to guide the student in making the appropriate connections with the ideas and facts presented. Certain questions require higher level critical thinking skills by asking for application to real-world personal situations and seeking opinions on what was read. The comprehension questions may be done independently or as a whole class activity allowing students to develop their answers orally by using the vocabulary and structures that they are learning. 
6. Work through traditional examples: For further development of the reading skill, provide students with authentic materials in Spanish such as newspapers, magazines, cartoons, legends, ads and short stories; there is a wealth of real-world materials available which will serve to augment what is given in the text and provide further practice.
7. Students demonstrate understanding:

The reading questions may also be used effectively as writing prompts, thus giving students further opportunity to explore and develop interesting topics found in the readings.

.

8. Formal assessment: Oral presentation during every chapter, having individual students be in charge of each chapter.  Final Test and quizzes throughout the book

