Reading/Writing (article review) Integration PTE Component
The purpose of this plan is to take what is already in the PTE curriculum and use the academic content to better teach the PTE concept.

Identify the objectives of the PTE lesson you are teaching

SWBA to read and understand a current events article relating to Personal Finance/Economic issues each week.  
Define where the academic area and the PTE area meet


The student will be able to learn HOW to read, understand and evaluate an 
article which reports current economic trends when making personal 
financial decisions.    
1. Assess students’  awareness
Ask about student prior knowledge of the subject through questioning/discussion.  Teacher will relate subject to prior lessons from this class or Marketing Economics.  Discuss specific new or unusual vocabulary in the article.  In this case, discuss Aristotle’s definition of Happiness, from the Greek word- Eudaimonia which he related to ‘Flourishing’ vs temporary materialistic or emotional feelings.  
2. Work through the embedded example

Discuss emotional purchases (wanted) vs needed purchases and the fact some 2/3 of our economy is made up of consumer spending. However, bankruptcies continue to increase as people try to reach the pinnacle of happiness through emotional spending. 
3. Work through related, contextual examples
      Produce specific examples of emotional (poor planned) purchases by use of books by Robert Kiyosaki, ‘Rich Dad, Poor Dad’   and
‘Rich Dad’s guide to Investing’.  

4. Work through traditional examples

Cover the principles of the  book ‘The Millionaire Next Door’ by Stanley/Danko wherein they cover in detail proper (non-emotional) planning for purchases such as:   little use of credit, planning by paying for credit items each 30 day billing period, saving cash for daily budget items such as groceries, gas, incidentals and large purchases such as vehicles. (also, per radio talk show host/author-Dave Ramsey).  Discuss celebrity bankruptcies by M.C. Hammer, Kim Basinger, Mike Tyson. 
  

 Demonstrate understanding
Students read article and orally respond to the following questions:

1. Do most people spend money as a result of their temporary emotions?   WHY or Why not?
2. Do most people spend money when they have it verses using such credit techniques such as credit cards, home equity loans and the like? WHY or Why not?  

3. Does the above differ if someone has a high level of education and/or financial security to begin with?  

5. Formal assessment
Write down the following:

1. Name of Article       





(5 points)
2. Author of Article





(5 points)
3. Thesis of the Article  




(10 points)
4. Evidence of integration/understanding of the above information demonstrated through agreement/disagreement with the article and WHY.  Must use logic & analysis from article, class discussion, prior knowledge or additional research (no more than 5 minutes) here in the computer lab. This may include but not limited to:  Wall Street Journal, Business Week, Business 2.0, and all applicable business related web sites previously viewed/approved.   










(30 points)  






Total   
50  points
Reading/Writing Lesson Review


This lesson plan is one which I can place into any of my curricular classes. It includes reading the article for content, after I go over any unusual vocabulary. Then applying critical thinking skills by identification of the article theme, review of the article and finally why they either disagree or agree with the article and WHY. The initial review by the English dept. chair was well received. She was pleased we were integrating not only reading but critical thinking skills into the curriculum.  This seems to be where we’re headed with standardized testing, more writing with critical thinking exhibited.  However when talking to my colleagues in the English department it seems many students lack the basic grammar and writing skills to tackle such testing. As for the lesson, you will see complete answering of the questions & good analysis of the issues (see student work attached).  I had very few questions other than how long did the assignment have to be. I feel this lesson went so well since I do writing assignments in my classes at which time I continually try to get the students to APPLY what knowledge they have gleaned from the article, state not just their opinions but include data and evidence that supports their position. This also ties into discussions of various aspects of business I integrate into class, as this gives them an opportunity to use this prior knowledge in subsequent article reviews.    
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