Integration PTE Component
The purpose of this plan is to take what is already in the PTE curriculum and use the academic content to better teach the PTE concept.

Identify the objectives of the PTE lesson you are teaching

Students will be able to read web pages and understand the ideas in the example web sites they find to get ideas on how a good website should sound with an emphasis on usage of words correctly. 

Define where the academic area and the PTE area meet
PTE Course:  Internet Apps I (HTML & JavaScript)

The student must be able to understand words that sound the same can mean different things and be spelled differently.  These words are categorized in English reading class as homonyms.  PTE students must be aware of these words and understand the difference meanings of these words when reading through web page text.
1. Assess students’ reading  prior knowledge
Ask students if they know what a homonyms is and whether they studied these types of words in English/Reading class. 
Ask students for examples of a homonyms. 

2. Work through the embedded example

Show students examples of a website with text information that the public page visitors will read looking for poorly worded and correctly worded text information.
3. Work through related, contextual examples
View several “bad” and “good” websites, and read and evaluate what the web page purpose is and who is the intended.  Point out “clues” to look for in reading the text to see what information is available on the particular page.  
4. Work through traditional reading  examples

Homonyms, such as die and dye are words that sound the same or similar when spoken out loud but have different meanings.  
Since the word die sounds exactly the same as the word dye, it can be hard to remember which spelling means expire and which means color.  The words in the following list sound pretty much the same and are, therefore, most often traps to confuse you.  

Appraise/apprise

To appraise is to figure out the value of something.  To apprise is to give someone information. 

Desert/dessert.  A desert is a place with sand and camels.  A dessert is something sweet that you can eat after dinner.

Affect/effect.  Effect is usually a noun, the effect is the result of something.  Affect is usually a verb.  To affect something is to change it or influence it. 

Eminent/ imminent

An eminent person is one who is well known and highly regarded, an imminent event is one that is just about to happen. 

Lose/loose.

To lose something is to misplace it or shake it off.  Loose means movable or unfastened.

Principal/ principle. 

The principal is the person who calls the shots in your high school.  A principle is a value or standard.

Stationary/ stationery. 

Stationery means immobile.  Stationary is the paper you get for Christmas from your aunt. 

5. Students demonstrate understanding

Write on the board two sentences:
My pants are so lose, you can see my underwear. 

My pants are so loose, you can see my underwear.

Which is correct?

Note**  --  guide students through reading these sentences and use a replacement word for lose and loose to point out understanding of the difference in the meanings of these words

6. Formal assessment
IPSI Assessment:  (5 Questions T/F)

1. The principle wants the halls to be kept clean during break and lunch. 

2. The desert at lunch today is a chocolate cookie.

3. The bookcase is a stationary object.

4. My advisor apprised me of the new courses for next year.

5. The principal wants the halls to be kept clean during break and lunch.
Academic Evaluation/Reflection/Assessment: 


I asked an English/Reading teacher to review this lesson plan.  She teaches the 9th and 10th grade, so she is actively involved in the ISAT preparation and training.  She refined by definition of a homonym from what I had researched, which did enhance my definition and made it easier to talk with the students about what to look for when I did my presentation.


She didn’t have any more suggestions or observations, but did say that sometimes students get confused by words in reading passages, especially in the lower learners.  The homonyms are especially “tricky” for her students in the non-traditional or review courses that she teaches. 


Although this could be used in all of my classes, this problem appears more frequently in my Internet Apps Class.  In addition to learning how to write HTML, JavaScript, CSS & XML coding, we also include a fair amount of design, where students are asked to evaluate regular text contained on various websites.   I was able to do this mini lesson in class, and was quite surprised at the outcome.  In this class, I have never used the IPSI test taking before.  It is quite a bit like the ISAT exams, in that one question appears on the monitor at a time, and answers are clicked using the mouse.  Although, I had several 100%, I was very surprised at the 60% grades.  When I asked the class why they thought that it wasn’t 100% for everyone, most said that they all had trouble with True and False Questions.  This tells me that students need to learn how to read!!!!  I would like to include more IPSI tests in this course, for the specific intent to make them get used to reading questions.
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