Lesson title: Reading technical articles for understanding

PTE Reading strategy for networking students integrated with Engineering and Industrial Systems technology education
By Dennis Beebe

Idaho Achievement Standard

11.LA.2.1.2 Apply reading strategies to self monitor for comprehension.
11.LA.2.1.3 Clarify an understanding of text by creating outlines, notes, annotations, charts, and/or diagrams.
Determine students’ prior knowledge about content
· Ask students how they would deploy a new application like Office 2007 in our school to every computer. Generate ideas and write them on the smartboard.

· How do you install new games on your computer?

· Where could we find information about installing applications in a large network?

Embedded examples

· Review with students the roles of Active directory in a network.

· Introduce them to the concept of installing applications through group policy in Active Directory.

· Review with students, strategies for reading technical material that might be hard to understand. 

· Underline or highlight words that you cannot understand.

· Look up those words on Wikipedia or use the class textbook.

· Students go to http://www.windowsnetworking.com/articles_tutorials/Group-Policy-Deploy-Applications.html on the internet.

Related, contextual examples

· What does the textbook say about installing applications on a network?
· When you don’t understand technical terms that you are presented with where do you find their meanings? Look for clues in the context of a sentence? Look it up on the internet, Google it, or skip over and ask someone to explain it to you?
Traditional reading examples
· When reading MacBeth in English, what strategies did you use to understand the material?

· Take some lines from MacBeth and determine their meaning. Use examples from the English teacher.
· Focus on how one arrives at understanding something that you have little reference for prior knowledge.

Students demonstrate understanding
· Students copy the article from the assignment to a word documents.

· Students use Word’s highlight feature to highlight words not understood.

· Class discusses and comes to consensus on meaning of text.

· Students create a bulleted “how to sheet” for using group policy to deploy applications on a network.

Formal assessment

· Students will use their virtual networks in VMWare to deploy an application through group policy.
· This is pass-fail; either they can do it or they can’t. If they cannot, then they need to remediate until they make it happen.
