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1.  Idaho achievement standards

Language Arts

752.05.a; 752.05.c Define the purpose and audience of a variety of communication formats (e.g., essays, letters, user manuals, lab reports, websites). 
Chemistry

650.01a Understand function and location of subatomic particles.
657.01b Understand the contributions of notable scientists.
2.  Language arts strategy
Rewrite journal entry to a different reading audience.

 3.  Prior knowledge assessment
Chemistry students have as a weekly assignment, a journal entry relating the previous week’s topics or concepts. Criteria include previous knowledge (connection), use of technical terms, content developing topical detail and citing lab work/demonstrations, and defense of new understandings (reflection). In past assignments the teacher has been the reading audience; students attempted to convince the teacher of their thinking and observations that relate to the topic.

4.  Work through embedded, related and traditional examples
The same format will be used for the concept of atomic structure and the work collected as normal. The journals will be graded and returned. The students will revise their work with a new reading audience in mind, John Dalton a long dead pioneer of atomic theory. Students will include reference to Dalton’s contribution to our understanding of atomic structure and the new revelations that are known today.
5.  Formal assessment
Journals will be graded according to the following rubric:

       0-Little or no development of criteria        3-Good development of criteria      5-Excellent development of criteria

	Connections to previous knowledge
	Content development, technical terminology
	Reference to scientist work, compare to student  experience
	Reflections of learned concept; what you know
	Neat writing, easy to read, proper grammar

	0    3    5
	0   3   5
	0   3   5
	0   3   5
	0   3   5


Journals will be read by senior English students with comparisons made between the two entries. If the hypothesis is proven true that students will write with more technical and formative style, this method will be utilized in future assignments. 

