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1. Identify Idaho Content Standards 

a. Language Standards.

9.LA.4.2.3  Write technical or scientific text that identifies a sequence of activities or process.

9.LA.4.3.1  Write persuasive compositions that organize ideas and evidence in a sustained and effective fashion.

b. Math Standards.

9.M.3.6.2  Use graphs and sequences to represent and solve problems.
2. Determine students’ prior knowledge or awareness about content to be taught (including language arts).

a. After students had demonstrated that they could model a situation with a graph, they were given a problem about two different long distance telephone plans and asked to represent them with both graphs on the same coordinate plane.  They were then asked to write a short paragraph explaining which plan would be the best for a person making long distance calls totaling more than 100 minutes.
3. Work through the embedded example
a. Show the graphs on the same coordinate plane of the way two companies charge for shirts that have printed logos on them (students have previously made these graphs).

b. Discuss with students the proper writing of a paragraph to answer the question, “which company should I buy from, if I want to purchase 20 shirts?”

4. Work through related, contextual examples.
a. Show the graph that students completed on the amount of money to tip in a restaurant.

b. Discuss with students how they would find the amount to tip on a bill of $45 from the graph.

c. Discuss how you would write a short paragraph explaining how you would find the answer.
5. Work through traditional writing examples.
a. Discuss with students basic paragraph writing (104, Writing a Paragraph, Writers Inc).

b. Discuss writing a persuasive paragraph (108, Writers Inc).

c. Discuss writing a essay test answer (506, Planning and Writing the Essay Test Answer, Writers Inc)

d. Show an example of a one paragraph answer.

6. Students demonstrate understanding.
a. Students will work through an example situation that produces two graphs on the same coordinate plane.  Make a decision regarding the situation and then write a short persuasive paragraph about their decision.
7. Formal assessment

Students will be given a problem scenario that will produce 2 graphs on the same coordinate plane.  They will then have to make a conclusion and write a short persuasive paragraph.
Language Strategy Rubric
	Level of Proficiency
	Criteria

	Exemplary
	Topic sentence restates the question with the correct answer.  Other sentences support the answer with details and correct reasoning.  No unnecessary sentences.  Correct mathematical terms are used.  Sentences are punctuated correctly, are grammatically correct, and words are spelled correctly.

	Above Average
	Topic sentence restates the question with the correct answer.  Other sentences mostly support the answer with details and correct reasoning.  Some details are left out or unclear.  Some mathematical terms are used.  Some errors in sentence punctuation, in grammar, and in spelling.  

	Satisfactory
	Topic sentence restates the question with the correct answer.  Other sentences attempt to support the answer, but most details are missing and reasoning is weak or incorrect.  Lack of mathematical terms.  Errors in sentence structure and spelling.

	Unsatisfactory
	Topic sentence does not restate the question and contains the incorrect answer.  Other sentences do not support the answer and show incorrect reasoning.  Errors in sentence structure and spelling.
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