Improving Academic Standards Through Professional-Technical Education

Idaho PTE Language Arts Lesson Plan 
Purpose (Objective): The students will write a series of (five) autobiographical accounts (prose or poetry) using photos or music that relates directly to events in their lives.
Rationale: Most students are reluctant writers because they are asked to respond to topics they have no interest in and do not directly affect their lives.  By allowing students to pick their own events, under the umbrella of an autobiography music/photo project, they should be better able to access the needed information, along with a greater desire to complete the project in a precise, interesting and timely manner. This project could be the basis of a life history that would be of interest to the student’s family and posterity
State Standards: 
· Understand and use the writing process. (735.01)

· Choose tone, voice, style, mood and persona appropriate for various purposes, disciplines and audiences. (735.02.c)

· Identify and use appropriate style and vocabulary for a particular audience. (735.01.c)

· Use topic sentences, appropriate word choice, variety of sentence structures, parallelism, transitions, paragraphing, indentation, organization, and documentation.

· Use personal or objective criteria to draw conclusions, make inferences, determine meanings, form opinions and make judgments. (734.03.c)

· Listen for information and understanding, response and expression and critical analysis and evaluation. (736.01, .02, .03)

· Write for literary response and expression. (735.04)

· Write to critically analyze and evaluate. (735.05)

· Write and edit for clarity. (705.02)

· Determine and apply rules and conventions for grammar. (735.02.a)

· Understand and use the steps of the writing process: brainstorm, draft, revise, edit and publish (735.01.a)

· Identify and use appropriate style and vocabulary for a particular audience. (735.01.c)

Presentation/Preparation: Before writing begins, I will share accounts from the lives of several people, including my own, that have touched me in a positive way and that would have been lost to future generations if not recorded. We will discuss the purpose behind, and reason to complete accounts of our lives while the details are still clear. Memories tend to become hazy as time goes on. Each student will be given a project summary paper, complete with scoring rubric. Time will be given in class for students to work on their projects. However, due to the nature of the project, many students will prefer working at home.

Application: Students will complete poems or paragraphs based on the five songs/photos selected. Book covers or CD covers can be designed for extra credit.
Evaluation: Students will receive scores based on the rubric they were given at the beginning of the project. 

Feedback: Comments will be given on each project before it is turned back. Class members will score each presentation as to its effectiveness.

Implementation: Most of my students had a positive experience with writing in doing this assignment. Many commented that it was easier to get involved when the topic came from personal experience, even though it was longer than many writing assignments, and most did the extra credit part of the assignment and created a CD cover or a book jacket. I was very impressed with the quality of most of the projects. Some of it was pretty incredible! I think that most students will rise to the occasion if they are properly motivated.
Each student presented a portion of their written assignment to the class. The presentations ranged from a simple recitation of a poem or prose selection to a DVD capturing highlights from their lives. Part of the student’s grade was being polite and positive during the class presentations.

I feel it was a good experience for my student’s and I will definitely do it again next year
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Duration:

2-3 weeks

Unit Theme:

Soundtrack/Photo Autobiography Project
Objectives: 

(TSWBAT)

1. Learn what a rubric is.

2. Understand that all writing has a basis in personal experience.

3. Understand that all students can write; it just takes practice.

4. Analyze five songs and/or photos as to relevance to student’s life.

5. Select five songs and/or pictures that represent important/pivotal moments in the student’s life.

6. Write a poem or prose story for each of the five pictures or songs.

7. Prepare and deliver a class presentation on their project (2 to 3 minutes)

8. Apply a variety of writing strategies, particularly strategies for writing poetry and prose.
9. Increase vocabulary.

10. Write in a variety of modes.

11. Develop speaking, writing, and listening skills by completing activities.

12. View images critically and create visual representations.

Materials:

· Handouts on project

· Examples of poetry and prose written from songs or photos
· Speaking, writing and listening activities

Guiding Questions:

1. What do you remember most about your childhood? Grammar school? High school?

2. What do you know about your ancestors?

3. Why is it important to have a written history in every family?

4. What can you learn from the lives of your ancestors?

5. What do you want to be remembered by after you pass on to the next life?

6. Why are no two lives ever alike?

7. What is critical thinking as it relates to your own life? How can it be developed?

Enduring Understanding:

1. Understand and use the writing process. (735.01)

2. Choose tone, voice, style, mood and persona appropriate for various purposes, disciplines and audiences. (735.02.c)

3. Identify and use appropriate style and vocabulary for a particular audience. (735.01.c)

4. Use topic sentences, appropriate word choice, variety of sentence structures, parallelism, transitions, paragraphing, indentation, organization, and documentation.

5. Use personal or objective criteria to draw conclusions, make inferences, determine meanings, form opinions and make judgments. (734.03.c)

6. Listen for information and understanding, response and expression and critical analysis and evaluation. (736.01, .02, .03)

7. Write for literary response and expression. (735.04)

8. Write to critically analyze and evaluate. (735.05)

9. Write and edit for clarity. (705.02)

10. Determine and apply rules and conventions for grammar. (735.02.a)

11. Understand and use the steps of the writing process: brainstorm, draft, revise, edit and publish (735.01.a)

12. Identify and use appropriate style and vocabulary for a particular audience. (735.01.c)

Activities:

1. Discuss importance of written personal histories

2. Share examples of written forms of history from my family and friends; students also share

3. Class time for working on project

4. Discussions about what is being learned throughout the process

5. Class presentations

6. Sharing projects with family members

7. Some students will chose to make a CD cover or a book jacket

Closing:

1. What did you learn about yourself from completing this project?

2. How can you keep adding to this project so your descendents will know more about you?
3. What things could be changed to make this project more meaningful?

Assessment:

1. Completion of project/scored on rubric
2.
      Extra credit for CD cover or book jacket design
Accommodations:

As needed per individual student. I will also present the information in several different learning styles so each of the students will feel success.
Soundtrack/Photo Autobiography Project

Project Requirements:

Select at least five songs or five pictures, or a combination of both, that represent you at various stages of your life. You can use pivotal moments (fun, sad, happy, holiday) or break it up into three-year increments – whatever seems most logical to your life thus far. The songs/pictures should be representative of you, not just favorite songs/pictures from your life – although, it is possible that they are one and the same.

· For each of your songs/pictures, compose a paragraph (5 sentences) or a poem, explaining its relationship to your life. For the songs, make sure you include the song title, artist, words and main idea, in addition to supporting information that explains the song/picture’s relationship to your life. Also include a concluding sentence that sums up your main idea. Be sure to revise and edit your work. Poetry should speak for itself.

Create a title for your soundtrack or poetry collection – be as creative as you can! Betsy’s Life, for example, is neither interesting nor meaningful.

You will be asked to present a portion of your autobiography to the class before turning the entire project in for a grade. I will give you some examples from my own life as to how it is to be done. 

For extra credit you may design a CD cover or book jacket for your project.

Grading:

Grades will be scored as either proficient, partly proficient or unsatisfactory and a point score of 10-100 points will be given.
Organization and Development of your ideas: main idea in each paragraph with supporting sentences to develop the topic; logical progression of ideas; solid conclusion leaving reader with a final though; fresh insights to own life and independence of thought.

Conventions and Style of your work: Poetry or prose must be grammatically correct and mechanically accurate (punctuation, parts of speech, etc.) Work is fluent and readable and uses a variety of sentence structures.
