Language (Run-On Sentences) Integration PTE Component
The purpose of this plan is to take what is already in the PTE curriculum and use the academic content to better teach the PTE concept.

Identify the objectives of the PTE lesson you are teaching

SWBA to recognize a business topic run-on sentence, with or without punctuation (comma).

SWBA to correct the run-on sentence with use of a period (.) and a capital letter (T).
SWBA to correct the run-on sentence with use of a comma and an adjoining word.    
Define where the academic area and the PTE area meet


When evaluating any business writing or article the student must be able to identify such run-on sentences. Students must be able to correctly write technical reports (MLA, APA format) without run-on sentences.   
1. Assess students Run-On sentence awareness

1. Ask if anyone can state the definition of a run-on sentence?

(two complete thoughts that are incorrectly run together without connection between them)
2.
Ask if anyone can produce a run-on sentence orally while teacher writes the sentence on the board.  Teacher will then properly identify the parts of the thought sentences (nouns, verb, etc.) or use an example such as, Example- -‘Donald Trump’s show ‘The Apprentice’ is very good Martha Stewart’s show also called ‘The Apprentice’ was subsequently cancelled. Teacher can also demonstrate the run-on sentence through use of a comma splice. This is a comma used between the two parts of the run-on sentence.  
2. Work through the embedded example

1. Use the above sentence above and correct with METHOD #1, using a  Period & a Capital Letter: 
1st Corrected Example-‘Donald Trump’s show ‘The Apprentice’ is very good.  Martha Stewart’s show, also called ‘The Apprentice,’ was subsequently cancelled.

2nd Corrected Example with METHOD #2, using a Comma PLUS an adjoining word:  Example-‘Donald Trump’s show ‘The Apprentice’ is very good, but Martha Stewart’s show, also called ‘The Apprentice,’ was subsequently cancelled.            
3. Work through related, contextual examples
Run-On-  The computers in this room are SO slow to boot up we may get new RAM installed next summer. 
Using METHOD #1- ‘The computers in this room are SO slow to boot up. We may get new RAM installed next summer’. 

Using METHOD #2- ‘The computers in this room are SO slow to boot up, however, we may get new RAM installed next summer’. 

  4. Work through traditional language (writing) examples:

Run-On- ‘Dolphins have killed sharks they never attack humans’

Using METHOD #2-‘Dolphins have killed sharks, and they never attack humans’.


Run-On-  ‘The garden is overgrown the fence is falling down’.


Using METHOD #1-  ‘The garden is overgrown. The fence is falling down’.   

5. Students demonstrate understanding.
Using either method 1 or 2 student will correct the following Run-On sentences:

‘Stocks have better returns than bonds in the long run they rarely go down in value’.

‘Warren Buffet uses sound investment reasoning when selecting stocks  he’s rarely been wrong using his comprehensive strategies’.

‘Wal-Mart is a good corporate citizen they contribute to the communities in which they are located’.  

6. Formal assessment:
Students will select the correct sentence from three in each of 10 questions (attached, Key is on a separate page). 
Each question is worth 2 points (20 total).:

Name



Section




Date

Run-Ons and Comma Splices

In each group below, one sentence is punctuated correctly. Write the letter of that sentence in the space provided.

1. 
a. Raoul is colorblind, so his wife lays out his clothes every morning.


b. Raoul is colorblind his wife lays out his clothes every morning.


c.  Raoul is colorblind, his wife lays out his clothes every morning.

2. 
a. The weatherman predicted a sunny day, it is cold and cloudy.



b. The weatherman predicted a sunny day it is cold and cloudy.

 

c. The weatherman predicted sunny day, but it is cool and cloudy.

3. 


a. The hammer and saw began to rust they had been left out in the rain.





b. The hammer and saw began to rust. They had been left out in the rain.




c. The hammer and saw began to rust, they had been left out in the rain.

4. 
a. My final exams are next week, I am very worried about passing.


 
b. My final exams are next week, and I am very worried about passing.



c. My final exams are next week I am very worried about passing.

5. 
a. I was sick a lot at the start of the semester,  I was not able to keep up with the work.



b. I was sick a lot at the start of the semester I was not able to keep up with the work.




c. I was sick a lot at the start of the semester, so I was not able to keep up with the work.
6. 


a. I do not enjoy feeling stress I never intend to get so far behind in class again.




b. I do not enjoy feeling stress, I never intend to get so far behind in class again.




c. I do not enjoy feeling stress. I never intend to get so far behind in class again.

7.   
a. The children have been eating chocolate. It is smeared all over their faces.




b. The children have been eating chocolate it is smeared all over their faces.




c. The children have been eating chocolate, it is smeared all over their faces.


8. 
a. The air is very stale in the library, and the lighting is poor.


b. The air is very stale in the library the lighting is poor.


c. The air is very stale in the library, the lighting is poor.

9.
a. My ancestors came from Greece, they arrived in this country in 1912.

b. My ancestors came from Greece they arrived in this country in 1912.




c. My ancestors came from Greece. They arrived in this country in 1912.

10. 


a. The magician locked his assistant in a box then he cut her in half with a chainsaw.



b. The magician locked his assistant in a box, then he cut her in half with a chainsaw.




c. The magician locked his assistant in a box. Then he cut her in half with a chainsaw.

Assessment Key

1. a

2. c

3. b

4. b

5. c

6. c

7. a

8. a

9. c

10. c   (could also be B, however, C is best)

Language Lesson Reflection:

 After reviewing my students ISAT scores and noting the deficient areas, I narrowed my lesson selection to punctuation, grammar or spelling.  I chose to study Run-ON sentences since I felt someone else would present the other two topics. In discussing my selection with my English colleagues, I discovered this is a big problem for students. Not only for low achieving students but also for high achieving students. We discussed the fact these students do not get enough of this instruction at the Middle School level, the students feel the work at that level doesn’t count (as their teachers & parents tell them this)  and they simply don’t retain the instruction due to non repetition (use) of the material. This occurs not only in English but in other classes as well.  Hopefully, classes like this one will start to provide a large bridge of this ever-widening performance gap. 


I felt this lesson went well, especially integrating the information we’d already discussed (prior knowledge) in class and using these sentences for instructional purposes. One of the main problems with the lesson was the fact the older students (especially seniors) did not feel as though they needed this instruction. They feel they had already learned & applied this information previously and simply did not have anything else to learn. Basically, they did the lesson begrudgingly. The younger students seemed as though they were somewhat familiar with the concept of Run-On sentences, how to recognize them, but they were not sure at all how to repair them. However, most performed well on the assessment. My cursory review was the overall student average was very close to 80% correct.    


































