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	Step
	Plan

	Grade Level


	10-12

	Professional-Technical Area
	Math

	Subject Area

(Ex. Reading, Language, Mathematics)


	Language Arts



	Idaho Achievement Standards Addressed


	753.01.a  Prewriting

753.01.c  Forms appropriate for audience

753.02.b  Develop Paragraphs



	Lesson Title


	Does the Math Add Up?  A comparison/contrast essay which evaluates the use of math in two articles.



	Lesson Overview


	 The class will discuss criteria that writers should consider when using mathematical support.  Then students will read two articles using mathematical support and write a comparison, contrast essay which evaluates the effectiveness of each article. The essay must include specific examples which come from the T chart (prewriting activity) attached.


	Learning Objectives


	Upon successful completion of this lesson the student will be able to:

· Identify and evaluate key mathematical support

· Organize information into a coherent essay

· Form an opinion as to the effectiveness of the mathematical arguments.

	Assessment of Objectives
	Analytical writing assessment will be used.



	Time Allotment & Materials List
	4 days



	Lesson Plan
	Day 1 Read articles on Statistics in Articles

Day 2 Read two sample articles and fill out T charts

Day 3 Discuss T charts, draft essay

Day 4 Final revision of essay


	Resources
	(attached)


Prewriting Activity for Evaluating an Article for Mathematical Support.

Directions:  In the left hand column, fill in the list of criteria for good mathematical support, as we determined from the class discussion.  Fill in examples from the two Articles on the chart.  If there are no examples for particular criteria, leave the sections blank.

	Criteria for Mathematical Support
	Examples from Article One
	Examples from Article Two

	#1
	
	

	#2
	
	

	#3
	
	

	#4
	
	

	#5
	
	

	#6
	
	

	#7
	
	

	#8
	
	

	#9
	
	


