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English Faculty Member Receives Fulbright 

Alan Johnson 

Brian Attebery 

Alan Johnson received a 2009-10 Fulbright Lecturing 
award to teach at the University of Mumbai from 

 

January through May 2010. While there, he plans to 
learn about India s university system, establish contacts 
with Indian colleagues, and learn more about the effects 
of globalization on India s pre-eminent city. He hopes 
that his knowledge of Hindi and previous visits to 

 

Mumbai will help enrich his stay. He also looks forward 
to sharing his experiences in A Letter from India to be 
published in the next newsletter. I am thrilled and 

 

excited by my selection, not only for the opportunities it    allows for study, but 
also for the opportunity it offers to be an ambassador for Idaho State University 
and American higher education, Johnson said.

 

Johnson s specialty is postcolonial literature and theory, with a focus on South 
Asian literature, primarily Indian. He studies Indian authors writing in English 
who have become increasingly popular abroad as well as in that country, such 
as Salman Rushdie, Kiran Desai and Amitav Ghosh. While at the University of 
Mumbai, he will teach classes on globalization and 

 

literature, literary theory, and postcolonial studies. 

 

Attebery Awarded Top Honors 
Brian Attebery was presented with the 2009 Pilgrim 
Award in June at the annual meeting of The Science    
Fiction Research Association in Atlanta, Georgia. The 

 

Pilgrim Award is a lifetime award, given annually by the 
SFRA to an individual whose body of work contributes 
significantly to the study of science fiction and fantasy. 
Attebery has written three books and numerous articles 
on both science fiction and fantasy. His most recent book 
is Decoding Gender in Science Fiction, published by 
Routledge in 2002. He is the co-editor, with Ursula K. 

 

Le Guin (a previous Pilgrim Award winner), of the 

 

influential anthology The Norton Book of Science Fiction.

 

He also edits a scholarly journal, the Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts. He was 
named ISU s Distinguished Researcher for 1997, and he has previously been 
honored for his work by the Mythopoeic Society, the International Association 
for the Fantastic in the Arts, and the Idaho Humanities Council. 

 



 

A significant moment for the department occurred in 2008 when senior faculty member Susan 
Swetnam was named Distinguished Researcher. Swetnam had previously garnered Distinguished 
Teacher and Distinguished Public Service awards in 1988 and 1996 respectively, making her the 
only ISU faculty member to win all three. In a press release from May 2008, President Arthur 
Vailas, Ph.D. commended Swetnam: Dr. Swetnam represents the type of excellence that truly 

 

enhances the recognition of Idaho State University and brings significant benefit to our students. 

  

Russell Wahl

Susan Swetnam 

           
Department of English & Philosophy Award Winners 

Several faculty members have won awards multiple times; their names are listed just once in each category,                                                       
chronologically since the time they first won an award.

  
Teaching Awards, since 1977  

Distinguished Teachers:   Irvin Hashimoto, Stephen Smith, Susan Swetnam, Carl Levenson, Ford Swetnam, Bethany 

 

Schultz

 

Master Teachers:   Irvin Hashimoto, Waller Wigginton, Dante Cantrill, Denzel Smith, Stephen Smith, Carol  Bagley, 

 

Susan Swetnam, Lawrence Rice, Ford Swetnam, Dennis Walsh, Carl Levenson, Anne Mullin, Roger Schmidt, 

 

Wayne 

 

Schow, Janne Goldbeck, Stephen Adkison, Curtis Whitaker, Jessica Winston, Bethany Schultz

  

Research Awards, since 1988  

Distinguished Researcher:   Brian Attebery, Susan Swetnam, Russell Wahl

 

Outstanding Researcher:   Brian Attebery, Susan Swetnam, Russell Wahl, Jonathan Westphal, Jennifer Attebery

  

Service Awards, since 1989  

Distinguished Public Service:   Susan Swetnam

 

Outstanding Public Service:   Susan Swetnam, Russell Wahl, Jennifer Attebery

  

Wahl award continues record of achievement 
From the beginnings of the faculty awards in 1977, faculty in the Department of English and        
Philosophy have made a grand showing. The department has been notably successful in the area 
of teaching. In the 32 years since the inception of the teaching awards, 19 of our department 

 

faculty have been named Master  Teachers and six of those were awarded the highest honor of 
Distinguished Teacher.

  

The research award, which began in 1988, has been   bestowed upon five of our faculty who were 
named  Outstanding Researcher. Among these five, three have gone on to claim the Distinguished 
Researcher Award.

  

The public service award, founded in 1989, has been given to three English and Philosophy 

 

faculty for  Outstanding Public  Service, with one faculty member awarded Distinguished Public Service. 

  

Most recently, Philosophy Chair Russell Wahl received top honors in 2009 as Distinguished Researcher.
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Bethany Schultz Hurst 

Also in 2008, for the first time English and Philosophy accrued two of the three awards, 
as  Bethany Schultz Hurst was named Distinguished Teacher.

  
Over the years, the Department of English and Philosophy has distinguished itself by 
producing a high number of award-winning faculty members. The only question that 
remains is, who will be next?

 

Welcome Lynn Worsham 

This fall the ISU Department of English and Philosophy welcomed our newest faculty 
member, Dr. Lynn Worsham. Worsham received her doctorate from the University 
of Texas, Arlington. She has been the editor of JAC: An Interdisciplinary Journal for 
Rhetoric, Culture, and Politics

 

since 1999. Prior to coming to ISU, Worsham taught at 
Illinois State University. Her most recent publication is a book she edited with Gary 
A. Olson entitled Plugged In: Technology, Rhetoric and Culture in a Posthuman Age. 
This work is a collection of essays focusing on how technology has influenced         
rhetoric and writing. Worsham is currently working on an article entitled Rhetoric  
in an Age of Catastrophe, which is part of a book project on rhetoric, violence, and 
emotion. She presented her research in October at the University of Houston where 
she has been named Houstoun Distinguished Visiting Professor. The Department of 
English and Philosophy is honored to have Dr. Lynn Worsham join  our faculty.

 

Lynn Worsham 
Faculty News 

Hal Hellwig will be presenting two papers at the Modern Language Association annual conference in late       
December: Editing Mark Twain's Following the Equator,  for the Discussion Group on Bibliography and Textual 
Studies and New Media and Business Writing, arranged by the Association for Business Communication.

  

He will also participate in a panel discussion of statewide writing directors of a State Board of Education      
mandated online tool, a Self-Guided Placement web instrument, at the Conference on College Composition 
and Communication, set for March 2010.  His talk is entitled Soccer Requires Nimble Feet: How Idaho State  
University Created a Self-Guided Placement Tool, and will assess web instruments students use to place  
themselves in classes.

 

Brent Wolter s article  Meaning-last vocabulary acquisition and collocational productivity was published in  
Lexical Processing in Second Language Learners

 

in 2009. 

 

Alan Johnson presented a paper on Bollywood film on Oct. 8 at the Rocky Mountain Modern Language         
Association in Snowbird, Utah.

 

In Spring 2009, Lynn Worsham was named Houstoun Distinguished Visiting Professor at the University of 

 

Houston. She traveled there in October to hold informal workshops with faculty and graduate students and 
deliver a lecture  entitled Rhetoric in an Age of Catastrophe.
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Jessica Winston s article 
English Seneca: Heywood to 

Hamlet appeared in the       
Oxford Handbook of Tudor  
Literature, 1485 1603, edited 
by Mike Pincombe and Cathy 
Shrank and published by        
Oxford University Press in 
2009.

  

She also gave public humanities 
presentations in October on 
her research to two Idaho 
chapters of the American Inns 
of Court, a professional         
lawyers' association. These 
presentations included: The  
Renaissance Inns of Court and 
the Origin of the American 
Inns at the Theron W. Ward 
American Inn of Court in 
Rupert; and Law and              
Literature: The Literary         
Associations of the Inns of 
Court at the Ray McNichols 
American Inn of Court in        
Moscow.

    

Jennifer Dawes Adkison         
presented Take, eat that ye 
may live : Religion in Depictions 
of the Donner Party at the 
Western Literature Association                
conference in Spearfish, South 
Dakota in October. This work 
draws on her research into the 
narratives of women who      
survived the Donner Party   
tragedy in the winter of 1846-
47 in the Sierra Nevada.

 
Tom Klein s article Anglo-Saxon Literacy and The Roman Letters on the Franks 
Casket appeared in the most recent issue of Studia Neophilologica.  It considers 
the question of why an eighth-century Northumbrian would suddenly shift from 
writing with runes to writing with Roman letters.  

 


