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Black Rock & Sage, ISU s student  
journal of creative works, threw a 
launch party for its brand new 2009 
issue Friday, April 17 at the College 
Market. The launch featured a 
rapid fire reading, during which 

contributors to the magazine read 
for two to three minutes each. 
There was also an amazingly rich 
raffle drawing. Community       
members, students,  faculty,      
contributors and their families, and 
magazine staff packed the Market. 

 

Black Rock & Sage launches 2009 issue 

ISU Professor Susan Swetnam awarded Tyler Chadwick the Ford Swetnam 
Poetry Prize for his poem Submerged: Two Variations on Serrano s Piss 
Christ. Submerged was selected by this year s judge, Paul Lindholdt,      
professor in creative writing at Eastern Washington University.

 

English student, Jeff Pearson 



Ph.D. Student, Meredith Harvey

 

A number of our students will begin graduate programs in the fall, at 

 

ISU, Colorado State, University of Colorado, and elsewhere. Three are 

 

headed across the country to highly competitive English Ph.D. programs, 

 

and their experiences highlight some strengths of the English 

 

preparation available at ISU, notably faculty involvement with students.

  

This May, Jackson Medel will receive his B.A. in English, with a 

 

minor in Folklore. He will then go to the University of Missouri 

  

Columbia for their English M.A./Ph.D. program, with an emphasis in 

 

folklore. He received a generous funding package, including a 

 

prestigious, university-wide Thurgood Marshall Fellowship for his first 

 

year and several years of Teaching Assistant (TA) funding after that.

  

Jason Dietz, who earned an undergraduate degree in Psychology at Brigham 

 

Young University-Idaho before coming to ISU, will graduate this spring 

 

with his M.A. in English. He is off to Kentucky, where he will begin the 

 

Ph.D. program in Composition and Rhetoric at the University of 

 

Louisville. Like Medel, he was awarded a competitive, university-wide 

 

fellowship for his first year and a multi-year Teaching Assistantship. 

 

Graduates Start Ph.D. 
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This year s magazine illustrates the staff s efforts to make Black Rock 
& Sage

 
a journal for the entire university. For the first time, the          

magazine includes a CD featuring vocal and instrumental                      
performances by music majors at ISU. Kori Bond and other music   
faculty played a large role in establishing this new partnership with 
the magazine. Art Department Assistant Professor Angie Zielinski and 
chair Rudy Kovacs, who encouraged art students to submit to the 
journal, made the final art selections. A larger portion of the 2009 
issue was dedicated to art and design. Another first includes our first 
cartographic contribution. Sara OConnor s map traces the courtship 
of her grandparents through letters. Her grandfather traveled 
through Minnesota and Iowa working small jobs while her          
grandmother substitute taught at schools around the region. Their 
letters traveled to 
and from many 
different             
addresses.

  

Last but not least, the magazine, as always, features the 
best ISU has to offer in poetry and fiction. Graduate and 
undergraduate students in the Department of English and 
Philosophy s Literary  Magazine Production class made all 
the decisions as to which literature submissions to include. 
Housed in the Department of English and Philosophy, Black 
Rock & Sage

 

is the university s only student arts journal. All 
the work in the magazine was produced by students at ISU. 
To order a copy of the magazine, e-mail brs@isu.edu.

          

The professors are really      
involved with and really seem to 

care about the students.             
-  Jackson Medel

        

Professors Jessica Winston and Susan Goslee 



JoSann Lien , who earned her A.A. at North Idaho College and B.A. in English at the University of Idaho,        
received her M.A. in English in 2007 from ISU, where she has since been teaching part-time. She is going to 
the English Ph.D. Program at the University of Minnesota, where she will focus on postcolonial literature,  
especially the literature of the Caribbean. She also won a competitive, university-wide fellowship for her first 
year, with TA funding in the following years.

  
The interests of the three students differ greatly: 
folklore, composition, and postcolonial literature. 
Yet these differences point to a strength of our        
program. While our degrees emphasize English and 
American literature, students can take classes    
focusing on various approaches and in related    
disciplines to develop their own interests and    
specializations.

  

For instance, Medel, the first graduate of ISU s new 
undergraduate Folklore Minor, gravitated toward 
the offerings in this discipline, since they allowed 
him to combine a long-standing interest in           
anthropology with a love of literature and storytelling. 
For one class, he researched Native American Salmon River legends and their appropriation by European   
settlers. The resulting essay became his Ph.D. writing sample. Dietz found courses in composition and rhetoric 
most exciting, and an ideal place to combine his interests in psychology, writing, and rhetoric. For an essay in 
one class, he discussed Mihalyi Csikszentmihalyi s theories of optimal experience and their application to 
the composition classroom, which also became his writing sample. Lien, who came to ISU with an interest in 
multicultural literature, developed a fascination with postcolonial writing in her seminar work, and especially 
the association of the Caribbean with madness in some European novels. She  pursued this subject in her 
M.A. thesis on Creole identity in Kate Chopin s The Awakening

 

and Jean Rhys Wide Sargasso Sea, part of 
which she presented at the annual American Literature Association Conference in 2008.

  

Despite their differences, Medel, Dietz, and Lien all credit the faculty with helping them to reach their goals, 
citing faculty support as one of the most important aspects of their time at ISU. Medel appreciated the 
amount of personal interaction I got to have with my professors. He observes, The professors are really  
involved with and really seem to  care about the students. They were totally willing to talk with me, and 
happy to hear about my progress. Dietz concurs: The faculty members are marvelous and have an 
obvious mastery. They are such good teachers and communicate what you need to learn and in a way 

that helps students to make connections among the classes. Lien, who worked as a research assistant for 
the professor who would later advise her thesis, agrees: There s lots of faculty support here.

  

The students found other aspects of the program helpful, including the service and research opportunities. 
Dietz served as the prose editor for the ISU literary magazine, Black Rock & Sage, and as treasurer for the  
English Graduate Student Association (EGSA), noting that this made him aware of administrative and service 
aspects of academic life as well as more attractive as a future employee and future Ph.D. student. Lien 
found her research assistantship rewarding, since it allowed her to see how longer research projects are    
formulated. She also found the EGSA meetings useful in helping her to learn about the program and the         
profession, and making important contacts with professors in the department.

  

We wish Jackson, Jason, JoSann, and all of our graduating students, the best for the future as they pursue 
their academic, professional, and personal goals!

 

3

 


