
Musings and goings-on from the  Department of English & Philosophy 

Special items of       
interest and stories 
contained inside 

Faculty & Graduate 
Student News

 

Alumni Spotlight

 

Undergraduate        
Departmental Awards

 

Book Launches Celebrate Scholarly Accomplishments 
In the late afternoon of Monday, July 16, ISU faculty and community     
members gathered at Old Town Pocatello s Piccolo 
Gallery to celebrate the publication of Jennifer 
Eastman Attebery s third book, Up in the Rocky 
Mountains: Writing the Swedish Immigrant Experi-
ence

 

from the University of Minnesota Press.

 

By 1920, one-fifth of all Swedish immigrants were 
living in the American West, and Professor Attebery 
uses a folklorist approach to investigate their        
experiences and their impact on communities in 
Idaho, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, and 
New Mexico. Considering more than 300 letters, Attebery analyzes their 
storytelling, repetitive language, traditional phrasing, and metaphoric im-
ages. This innovative approach recognizes the letters power as a folk-form 
and reveals how the immigrants themselves evaluated their contributions 
to the growing mountain communities.

 

During the book launch, Attebery described the scope of her project. As 
part of her presentation, we heard wonderful excerpts from the letters read 
aloud both in Swedish and in English by Karen and John Knox. Attebery s  
fine new book and the many other recent publications by faculty in ISU s 
College of Arts and Sciences are testaments to the strength and vibrancy of 
humanities research at the College. The standing-room-only crowd at the 
Piccolo Gallery was testament to the eager audience for such scholarship.

 
Late Fall Semester 2007 

Volume 2, Issue 2 

ostings 
contains  
notes and 
updates 

that reflect the activities of 
the department.  It also 
provides information about 
upcoming activities and 
other items of interest.  

 

Attebery 

Norman 

On Monday, November 5, Brian Norman was 
feted by his colleagues and friends in the        
Pocatello and ISU communities at a book launch to 
celebrate the publication of his new book, The 
American Protest Essay and National Belonging: 
Addressing Division. The event, which took place at 
the Piccolo Gallery in Old Town, was the second  
book launch for ISU English faculty in less than six 
months.

 



Susan Goslee started this fall as an 
assistant professor of English and       
creative writing. She received her M.F.A. 
from the University of Alabama and her 
Ph.D. in literature and creative writing  
from the University of Utah. Her poems 
have recently appeared or are forth-
coming in Prairie Schooner, Indiana   
Review, Third Coast, Hayden s               

   

                          Ferry, and Spork.

  

Susan Swetnam has given several presentations this fall. In          
September, she presented Saints as Mentors for Teachers at the 
Diocese of Boise Fall Conference in Boise, Idaho. And, in October, she 
signed her new book My Best Teachers Were Saints

 

at Barnes and   
Noble in Idaho Falls. She also gave the keynote speech, What 21st 
Century Librarians Can Learn from Turn-of-the-Twentieth Century  
Carnegie Library Establishment, at the annual meeting of the Idaho 
Library Association. At the Induction Celebration for the University of 
Oregon School of Journalism Hall of Achievement, she gave a talk on 
Grace Jordan. 

 

In November, Swetnam will present Two Lesser-Known Benedictine 
Saints: Lioba and Lutegard at the Benedictine Saints Conference, held 
at the Monastery of the Ascension in Jerome and How Monastery 
Food Reflects Evolutions in Women s Monastic Culture at the      
Monastery of St. Gertrude in Cottonwood.

 

I am so grateful for the English-major experience because it allows me to wear 
many hats. I can be an historian one day, and an amateur psychoanalyst the 
next. The best part is that I can explore all these different vocations while I m        
reveling in my love of literature and learning how to communicate effectively.                       

       

     -Devori Kimbro, graduate student

 

Faculty News  

Norman s book uncovers a rich tradition of essays by writers who also serve 
as spokespersons of American social movements throughout the nation s 
history. In doing so, he demonstrates that the American protest essay is a 
distinct form that draws from both the European-born personal essay and 
American political oratory anchored in social movements. At the               
celebration, Claudia McCoy, assistant director of women s studies, and 
Susan Goslee read passages from the book, Norman talked about his work, 
and Laura Woodworth-Ney, history department chair, and Brian Attebery 
toasted his accomplishment. Following the toast, Norman signed books and 
chatted with the crowd. 
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Alan Johnson has 
been invited to present 
a paper at the 
Researching Anglo-

India conference in 
Kolkata, India, in      
December. This draws 
on his research trip to 
Indian during his      
sabbatical last term.

  

Three of his poems are 
appearing in Kavya 
Bharati, a national   
poetry journal in     
English published in 
southern India by the 
American College, 
Madurai.

 

Goslee 

Norman 



 
Hal Hellwig presented Mark Twain s Travel in the Cities of the 
World at the South Atlantic Modern Language Association conference 
in November in Atlanta. The paper is an analysis of Twain s tour 
through a number of cities that he describes in Following the Equator. 
This will be a shortened form of a chapter from one of his next books, 
perspectives from a number of authors on traveling to cities (which will 
include Wordsworth, Hawthorne, Dickens, Twain, Hemingway, and 
probably a few others).

 

He is also sending out a book proposal to a number of university 
presses on the development of Faulknerian influences in film noir and 
television shows (such as Perry Mason, Have Gun, Will Travel, Rockford 
Files, Frasier

 

and Monk).

 

His book on Twain s travel works is in the production phase at 
McFarland Press. The book can be pre-ordered at Amazon.com, with an 
estimated publication date of June 15, 2008. Hellwig is also developing 
a book proposal for an edition of Following the Equator. 

 

Nancy D. Wall has had a paper accepted for presentation at the 6th 
annual  Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities in 
Honolulu in January 2008. Her paper is titled Is There a Place for Dr. 
Seuss and Shel Silverstein in the ESL Classroom?
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Jennifer Adkison and M.A. 
student Amy Brumfield gave a 
co-presentation at the Western 
Literature Association              
conference in Tacoma,           
Washington, in October. In her 
talk Recovering and Reading 
Women s Stories: Teaching    
Archival Research, Adkison   
discussed a class she taught this 
past summer in which students 
utilized the ISU Special              
Collections in their individual 
projects on textual editing. 
Brumfield presented Such Was 
My Fate, a project she began in 
Adkison s class. In this project, 
Brumfield transcribes portions 
of the manuscript of a           
nineteenth-century Idaho 
woman and discusses it as a  
literary document.

 

Folklore Program Offered 
The anthropology and English departments have joined forces to institute a cooperative Folklore Program 
offering a minor in folklore available to majors in American Studies, Anthropology, English, History,       
Sociology, and other fields closely related to folklore. Course work for the minor taught in Anthropology 
will include Shoshoni folklore, American Indian verbal arts, ethnography, and material culture. Course 
work taught in English will include folklore and literature, folklore genres, and the introductory course, 
ANTH/ENGL212, which will be required for the minor. Inquiries about the new program may be made to 
the program director Jennifer Eastman Attebery, Professor of English. 

 


