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Whcn 1 t.llpcople that I ant an llnglish prol-cssor, thc usual reacti(rl.t is a groan. "Ooh
I'd bcttcr \\,atclt nty gran'rlnar-" thcy say. lf you have evcr groanecl (or been groancd at).
this course is lbr 1'ou. 

'fhis 
course intends to give )ou the tools to 111nL" infornred

clccisions about your ou'n rvrittcn grammar and usage-"to be nraster," as H. l). savs.

Our study of Rodby & Winterowd's 'fhe 
U.yc:; oJ Grcnnmar r','ill clevelop our conscious

understanding ofthc structures underlfing the language wc usc everyday. Our sensc of
strllcture rvhich should appcal to the logical lncl analytical parls of our brair.rs ,"vill
cllable Lts to analyze tlore dc'epl-r, jssnes of grarlmar. At the sar)re tinre. ou1 discr.rssittn
arrd readirrg of popular 11.; usage books Lvnr.r TrLrss's Ecus. S'ltoot.t crnd Leat,es attcl
Strrrnk & White's Elentt'nt.s rf Style will bring us into the social r.ealm of larrguagc.
r'vhere clucstions about correctness. formaiity and clegance inevitably arise.

We rvill try to get at thc hcart of problerns of grammar and r:sage, liom mi-solaced
colrr.nas aud apostrophes, to old bugbears like split infinitives and dangling prepositions.
But rve u'ill also trv to cxplaiu rvh.v people fcel so anxions about their nrotlter toneuc. and
$hat constitutes a genuine problcm. and what does not. Thc backbonc of gramrnal is oLrr.
orvn intuitive scnse of ri,hat is concct so I'tn hoping for lots of vigcirous clebatc.

Requircd Readings:

JLrdith flodby& W. Ibss Winterowd.'l'hc Uscs of (irannar (Oxforri. 1005)
Lee St'Lrnk & E.B. While. l\41ira Kaltn:rn 'l'1rc 

Eltnurrt.s of St.rla. Jlltr.struttrl (pengLrin.
[ .ondru,2005).
Lvnnc'l rrrss. Ertls, Slttxtts. und Lcuye:;. Tlta 7.cro Tolaruncc ll4tntoch lo Puncluuliott
(C.iotlram Books, 2006).

Coursr G rade Componcnts:

10' l '6 f i rst  and Sccond Tcsts 10% lr lotr t l lc  Forunt and anv euizzes
l5% Rer, ieu'  of  Er l ,s,  Slr tots ant l  Lcure s 10% Class P:rr t ic ip:r t ion
I 5% Notes on Elcntent,s o.f Style 20% Irinal Exam (Third 

'fe 
st)



Graded Work: Papcrs are clue at  the begimring ol  the class assrgned. Llnless;,ou tal l t  to
nre in advance ofthe day that a paper is due. a late paper r'",ill lose 5?'o ibr evely rveeli clal
it is not turned in. Quizzes. tcsts. and lblunr postings cxams caunot normalll'bc macle up.
I rvill clo my best to retui'n graded rvork to you within 1r.r'o ueeks.

l'articipation & Attendirnce: Students uho show up to class having read the material
arrd rcady to discr-rss it v,ill rccaivc high ntcu'ks.for cla:s partic ipat ir;n. You neecln't talk
g1rg11' glilss but yor: ought to convey your engagement.

I t  is rcasonable to r l iss n 1 'er i 'c lasses cluc to i lhress, rvedcl ings. uahel i r l  k ic ls,  el l t  season.
arrgst. I Itrrvevel, nti.ssing ntorc llttn lhrec c/rr"s.sc,r seenrs to this inslrLrctol excessir e. so
that's u'hen it bcgins to tcll on your palticipation gradc by 1096 pcr nrissccl class. aud
nrissing more than six mav bc grouncls lirr {ailure.

Irorum Postings: Part of the course gradc (10%) rvill come fl'onl less lbrrnal postings to
forur.n qucstions on thc coursc Moodle rvebsite. Some of these will sirnply be 1br
clcdit-latcr assignmcnts may be grade d.

E-rnail accounts: I will have occasiou to contact the class regarcling assignments,
changes in tl.re schedulc. and so on. You therelbrc ougl.rt to rnaintain and check regulally
an ISIJ e-mail accolint. or at lcast havc messagcs folwarded to your other account.

Running thc class: Plcase remembcr to turn olf ,vour celiphone. Studeuts sonletimes
bring fiiends or children to class. if you do, please ensure that they rvill not bc disluptivc.
I l' vou use a laptop. please do not check your e-rrail or the internet during class.

Ollicc Hours: fhe lvork ofthe course promises to be n'ide-ranging and challenging. and
I cr.rcouragc you to stop b.v if 1ou har,c qucstions or concerns I'll be glad to see you, and
rvill do rny best to help. I ar.r.r l.rappy to mcct at other times. pret'erably by appointlncnt.
Since nr1' o1'llce is far fi-om the classroonr. I rvill aiso be sitting in the central court of
Rendezvor-rs for an hour on Tuesdays.

I'lagiarism: The penalty 1br plagialism is up to the iustructor, bt( in my classes usr.rallv
thc first offcnse rvill lcad to an F (0%) fbr that particuLar paper. and the seconcl laihrre in
thc class. I1 l cncounter a plagiarized passage or papcr. I u'ill usually attempt to contact

1'ou to cliscuss rvhat happened (see "B-mail accounts''). Ifl anr not able to contact 1'ou. I
will simply procccd witl.r the grading scheme describcd abovc.

N{essagc from ADA Disabilities & I{esource Centcr: Our program is commitled to
helpiug all students achieve their potcntial. If yor.r have a clisability or think you rra)'
havc ( learnir . rg.  pslchiatr ic.  hcar inu. r , isual ,  or othcr)  which nral  need an accon.rmoclat ion.
please contzrct  us iu Ci lavcly I Ia l l .  Roonr 123. 182-3599. as car l l 'as possibic.



English 280 Schcd ule--sLrb ject as alrvays to revisioll in light of actLral events.

Weck l
T . lan l5  In t rod r rc t  io l

R Jan | 7 SLrrvcl of Knorvledqe

Week 2
By nttn rnt,l,Iorrr1uu resltoncl to f orLtnl Discrrssiorr I on l\,loodle*

'f 
.larr ll rerd Jtrdith Rodbl & W. Ross Wittterort'cl, Thc (ists ctf (irunltctr, C1. I , ".1'lre Uscs ,l( i rantnrar , "  pp l -13 ( ideas lboLr t  where gran.unar  co l res f r ln)

R Jan 2:1 read Rodby & winrero*'d. Crr. 2, "cettirg Starled: Some Importarl co.cepts.', pp. J4-
29 (granrntaricalit-v. subjcct & pr.edicatc, pans ofspeech)
i r lso prepare Ex.  2.2 fbr  c lass-  (p.  2 l  )

Week i
Ily nn6,, n,r lfonrh4, r.espord to Fonrur DiscLrssiorr 2

T . lan 19 r 'ead Clr .  3 ,  " . r  he rbrms o l 'wo 'ds:  Mo.phorogy"  & ch.  l  "Basic  ser teuce T_vpes. . ,  pp.
30-42 (sources ofEnglish rvords. olassifying sentences)
a lso prepare L,x .  4 .1 tbr .c lass 1p.  39)*

R . l t ru  31 r 'cad c 'h .  5 ,  "Vc 'bs:  Te 'se,  Aur i i iar l 'verbs.  aud Niocrars,"  pp.  { l -5  I  (cref in ing 'erbs)
a lso prepare l lx .  5 .1 for  c lass (p.  50)+

Wcck 4
Bv noctn on lvIrntdtLl.- lespond to Forurn Discussiorr l

- f  
Feb 5 r 'cad ( ih .  5  cont . ,  pp.  52-63 ( terse.  auxi l iar ies,  n iodal  ver .bs)

a lso p lcpare l rx .  5 .2 & 5.3 for  c lass (pp.  57,  6 l )*

I t  I -eb 7 rcad Ch.  17,  "us ing Grarr r rar , "  pp.  250-260 (quest ions about  correct ress:  revets or
Lrsagc)

Wcck 5
l '  fcb l2  l i rs l  ' l ' cs t

R Fcb lJ lcad Lrnrr ' l 'r 'uss, 
lir1,r, .l lr.rol.r cti Zcrn,c,r. ljonr prelaoe up fhrorrgh ..TIrat.ll Do. f.onrnra,.

( p p .  x v i i -  1 0 2 )

Quest io rs  fb r  fo rurn  d iscuss ions  w i l r  bc  posrcd  on  rhc  course  Moodre  s i tc  .n  thc  p rccccr in r  Ihursday .' I v c u i l l L o t t y c | t l t c o r e | c i s c s i n c l a s s .  
W h i l e t h v s e w i i l  n o t b e c t r i l c c t e d . y o u | p r e p a r a t i o r i f t , r r l i e r r r r i i i  b c

reflccicd in your participation grade. and the tests rvil l  be drirrvn directlv f iorn thern.



\\ 'eek 6
l  lcb I  9  rcad f russ to the cnd (pp.  103_204):  Truss Rcview _Duc

R Fcb I I lcld Ch. 6. "Verbs: per.fecl anri l,rogrcssive Aspect. . pp. 6,1_73
atso prcparc " I ror  l ) iscLrss ion.  p.70.  I ix .6.2 & 6. j  lbr .c l r rss*  (pp.  70.  7 l )

\\,cck 7
By noon rtn l/rlrdrrl respond to I..ortrrn Discussion 4

' I '  
l ieb l6  rcad Ch.  6 conr . ,  pp.  72-77 (aLrx i l iar ics as a t lc f in ing fcature ofverbs)

a lso prepar .e I1x.  6 . .1  & 6.5 tbr .c lass+ (pp.7 l .  75)

R Feb 28 read crh. 7. "Neqn1i1,e. Irrter.rrgarir'e, Inrperalive. passivc." pp. 7g-r,i6
a lso prepare F,x.  7 .2,  Chal lenger ,  & 7._ i  for  c lass*  (p.  g5)

\\'eek ll
[Jt, rttxttt ort l.Ir.rnrlnr, respond to fonrlr I)iscrrssron 5

- f  
l \ lar '4  r .ead ( lh .  7  cont ,  pp.  g6-9- . i  (passive voice in  vcrbs.  srat r \ ,e  vefbs)

I lso prepare lrx. 7..1 for class+ (pp. 90r) I )

R l \ lar  ( r  'cad Ch l l .  "Ntrmin. ls :  NoLrns arr rJ  No. ,  Ph 'ases.  Nonl ln i re vcr [ rs . "  pp.  9.J-  ) { )5 (nrcr i rs
of defining nouns, colllt.tol.t and propcr. nouns)
atso prepare Er .  8 .  I  for .c lass*  (p.  1031

Week 9
By noon on,t/orrrlr4l re5penil to ForLrnt DiscLrssion 6

' l  
Nlar  I  I  rcad Ch.  8 cont . .  qp ]9:  ]  

I  8  (s ingular  and p lura l .  count  and non_counr.  prcsc l t
palticiples. gerLrnds, infinitives as nouls)
r lso prepale I r .  8 .4 a ld passagc B. l .  lor  chss+ (pp.  1 15.  I  l7)

i t  Nlar  l l  rcad ch 9- 'Not l l i t ta ls :  Prct to t tns."pp.  l l9  127 (cascs.  c . r rp.u.c l  per .so 'a l  l ) r .o 'e ' rsJalso prepar .e Ex.  9.  I  fbr  c lass*  (p.  J  21 )

W c e  k  l 0
I  Nlar  l8  r 'ead Ch.9 corr t . .  p1: ) .  l f8-137 ( r 'ec ipnrcal ,  dcrnonsrrar le ,  rn terrogatrve.  inr le f in i te .  r .erarr i ,e

pronolurs:  l l  as a s lot  f i l ler )
a lso prepare passage fbr  Analvs is  for  c lass+ (p.  l jo)

R Mar 20 Secont l  Test

Spr ing I l rc lk  l \ lar  2{ ) -28



\lleek I I
T Apr- I read Willianr StrLrnk & E.B. \Vhite, The Elentett.s (, ,\h,l(, pp. l {)2
R ApI  J  concl r rdc Sh r r r rk  & \ \ rh i rc  (pp.  6. i_  12: t ) .  St runk & lVhi tc  Notcs Due

\\'cek i2
I  Apr  g reacr  ch l0 .  "Nominrrs :  Norrn L ' raLrscs."  pp.  I  ln , l47 (cr r iuse-s.  i r rdcf i r r i tc  rcr r r r i rcpronoLlns)

also prcp:I.c E\. I 0. I & I 0.1 firr. class* (pp. l-1t,, 1.14)

R Apr  I0  rcad f th .  l0  eont . .  pp.  148-15.1 ( rvords t rsct i  ro  i
c lanscs )  

\ l r u ru r  t r suu  t o  l l l l r od t l ce  no l l n  c l aL l scs ,  c l a l r ses  \ \ , r t h r '

also l ) rcpare Ex.  l0 . r l  1br  c lass*  (p.  150)

W c c k  l l
T Apr l5 r'caii L_-h. L ,1:1.,..^:ll:.",r, 

,:\cljecrives. Nou,s, ..epositional t,hrases.,,pp. 155_1(rZldcf lnition of acijcclives. ad.jccrivcs in ."nt",.,"".1
a lso prepale Ex.  I  L  l  l i r r  c lass+ tp lS9)  

- - '

R Apr  l7  read Ch.  l l  cout . .  pp.  l6 j_169 (other  ac j jcct iya ls .  in tcnogar i rc  ar l ject i r  es) ;  a isr . r  s-car  ( .h .t2 .  . .Adject iva ls :  
Clauscs, . ,  (  I  7b_ l8  7)

l lso preparc t - r .  I  1 .5 1br  c la is*  (p.  165)

W e e  k  I 4
T Apr  12 read Clh.  l j .  ,Ar lvcrbra ls  

Acl r .crbs.  pr .eposi r ional  phlases.  Nouns. , ,pp.  lgg_l t )0 a lsop r e p a r e  t i x .  l 3 . l  &  l j . l  f b r c l a s s + 1 p p .  i O I .  l 9 f l

R Apr '2 '1  read ch r4 '  "Ar ivcrb iars:  crat rses a 'd Acrvcrb iar  ( ior r jur rc t io .s . . .pp.  2r) r -212also pfcparc F_x.  14.2 for  c lass*  (p.  205)

Wcck I  5'l- 
Apr 29 Rcr icrv

It I\{a1 I Rer ierv

l t  N, lay 8 7: j0_9:10 a.n.  i ina l  Eram 1. l .h i r . r i  Te-st )


