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April 28, 2011 -- 3:00-5:00 p.m. in REND 301
Volume XXVIII, Memo 14 (12-14) 
MINUTES – Approved on August 25, 2011 by Curriculum Council


A.  PRELIMINARIES 

1a.  Attending:  Daniels, Fuger, Hertz, Hunt, Larson, Mills, Peterson, Stuffle, Teliha (now taking the place of Austin, who has resigned), Trimmer (Chair).  Absent:  Woodworth-Ney. Tarp has also resigned, so Fine Arts and Humanities, Natural and Physical Sciences, Health Professions other than Pharmacy, and Education are all without representation. 
1b. Guests: David Beard, faculty in the College of Business; Mike Ellis and Vitit (Mo) Kantabutra, faculty in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science; George Imel, Dean, College of Science and Engineering; Mike Mikitish, Director, Emergency Management. 
2.  MSC (Daniels, Mills; unanimous except 1 abstention) to approve the minutes from the meeting held on April 21, 2011
3.  Stuffle nominated Trimmer to remain as Chair for the coming year; Daniels moved to close nominations. Trimmer was unanimously elected to serve as Chair. 
4.  Current Committee Activities:  
· (Approval motion remains tabled.) Minutes of the University Library Committee’s meeting held November 12, 2010; the Council requested rewording of a sentence that currently says the Library’s intended information literacy course had already been accepted into the reformulated General Education Requirements program.  
· Minutes of the University Library Committee’s meeting on January 21, 2011 were accepted earlier by the Council, but not accepted by the Deans’ Council, and have been returned to the committee. 
5.  Information from the Chair:  Trimmer submitted to Academic Affairs the latest revision of the General Education Review Committee’s document describing the proposed new General Education Objectives; opinions given there were contradictory; Trimmer is to submit a shortened bullet list.  The Academic Affairs office prefers that this be sent out to the University community after Commencement. The General Education program is going to be on the provost’s and general education [internet] sites. 
Trimmer also handed out a list of three ideas that need to be disseminated and understood University-wide immediately (they are to be sent to department chairs):  
1) The deadline for submitting [proposals for] changes to courses and catalog copy is September 20, 2011.

2) Expedited Curriculum Council review of minor changes to courses applies to:

a. Term restrictions that do not affect other units;

b. Minor edits [or] corrections to course descriptions that do not change the intention of the course;

c. Registration restrictions as long as there is no impact to published curricula; and

d. [Certain types of] corrections to prerequisites and corequisites 

3) Course and catalog copy changes that do not meet the above criteria will be subject to the current procedures [except that] all such changes must be reviewed by the Executive Committee of the respective College, [and] these changes will be posted for an open comment period of one week [for which the Council currently has no posting or alerting system].  
Trimmer also said “it might be good for” this Council to develop some forms for courses that are going to be featured in the new General Education program.  Such forms already exist, and would require minimal modification in order to be applicable to the new system, should it be approved. 

6.  Could there be an official statement made about the 120-credit statewide minimum for bachelor’s degrees?  
--Trimmer will suggest it to the Provost. 

7.  Nationwide, some schools are moving to a 2-year catalog, such as was used here between 1971 and 1989.  The system was abandoned then because changes could not be shown quickly, a situation especially relevant for the College of Technology.  The University currently operates under a 12-month academic year policy. 
8. A proposal author mentioned that “…the new curriculum process…[has] a month-long comment period,” and the Chair noted that the College executive committees will be providing input before the comment period on each proposal that is not expedited by the Council. 
B.  OLD BUSINESS
1. Council unanimously recommended the NOI for a B.S. in Emergency Management (Appendix 1).  Director Mike Mikitish answered questions.  Discussion: 
· This is very similar to the program in Fire Services Administration.

· Moodle and Elluminate will be the software packages used, so it won’t matter to the program where the instructor is located (one is a fire chief in southern California). The students, too, can be anywhere.

· The [Health Occupations] department chair and college dean approve the adjunct faculty chosen to do the teaching. 
· Supporting materials are online via the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
· Just because the Library can support courses on campus does not mean it can do it for online courses. 

· Elluminate is a synchronous technology; students still need to come to a classroom.

· This NOI will still be seen by the Deans’ Council. 

· When the curriculum proposal is submitted to the Council, the course numbers will need to be updated. 

· Will there be a distinction between in-state students and out-of-state students?  --We now know that all E-ISU students will be considered in-state except for those in Massachusetts. 
2. Council unanimously opposed Proposal 10 from David Beard to revamp the Computer Science program’s curricula and most of their courses, stipulating that it needs to be properly developed and vetted in the affected unit(s) before coming to the Council.  Beard, proposal author; George Imel, College Dean; and Mikle Ellis and Vitit Kantabutra, faculty from Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, spoke about the proposal.  Discussion:
· Two former program faculty left or were transferred; the dean and school director opted to try for renewed program accreditation while also protecting Electrical Engineering. 
· Computer science (CS) is an important discipline in a modern university; this degree’s credits might usefully be reduced while maintaining accreditation, but it needs to be done with buy-in from affected faculty, not in secret. 

· In U.S. universities, the CS discipline is found mainly in either engineering or arts and sciences. 

· CS majors in this country are typically 40-60 credits; students will typically add other degrees. ISU’s current 95 credits are probably daunting to many students.

· The proposed degree, with added mathematics courses, would enable entry to graduate school.

· The author mentioned a memo from Ken Smith (Dean, College of Business) that said that while this program is using resources from that college, it is not changing any of the courses used by that college. 

· This proposal was not reviewed by faculty in the Electrical Engineering and Computer Science department, and was not signed by the department chair or school dean, whereas ABET requires program faculty support and requires CS faculty to have authority over their programs. –As envisioned outside the current department, CS would not be in a department at all; this proposal was tendered as though that change had been accomplished already.
· This proposal was shared with students who—although the material was marked as DRAFT—understood it to have already been approved. 
· This proposed program could affect Electrical Engineering’s ABET accreditation, and would also affect the Nuclear Engineering program.  Neither of these departments has submitted comments, because neither has seen the proposal, although a significant number of students [in these courses] are in Electrical Engineering. 

· The proposed degree has aspects that would make it not accreditable; ABET will be visiting next fall.
· ABET, not ACM as mentioned in the proposal, is the premier accrediting agency for computer science, and it is because of ABET that the current major has 95 credits. 

· Two ABET program reviewers are in the College; they hadn’t seen this proposal. 
· Six (6) students will graduate with this major this term, and 48 are registered in this major for fall. 
· Many ISU students (not just in this major) take longer than the traditional four years to complete a degree because they are working, married with children, and/or otherwise not college-ready.
3. The Council’s questions about issues raised by Proposal 11 from the School of Nursing to drop a course have not yet reached the Director of the School of Nursing, so the proposal will be tabled until fall semester. 
C.  NEW BUSINESS
D. ADJOURNMENT – declared at 4:23 p.m. upon motion by Larson. 


APPENDICES
1.  12-14-01 NOI 2011-03 and RAIS for a B.S. in Emergency Management
2.  Experimental Courses for which we need descriptions: 
BIOL 4499 [Fall 2010] Community and Ecosys Ecology 4 cr 
BIOL 4499  [Spring 11]   Ecotopics Enviro Measurement  3 cr  Chuck Peterson

BIOL 4499 [Spring 11]  Quantifying Animal Behavior    1 cr   Curtis Anderson
CHEM 4499  [Spring 11]   Special Topics in Chem  3 cr  Robert Holman

ELTR 0199  [Spring 11]   Introduction to Labview 2 cr  Richard Buffaloe

PEAC 2299 [Spring 11]  Wrestling  1 cr  Kole Spaulding

PHAR 4499  [Spring 11]  PCCA Boot Camp  1 cr  Cathy Cashmore

PHYS 4499 [Spring 10, 11]   Linear Physics  3 cr  Yoojong Kim
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