
Cri t ical  Rcading and Wri t ing:
Forms of Wri t ing
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Engl ish 102, Spr ing 2008

Sec t i o r . r  35 :  Tu  Th  l 1 :00 -12 :15  (RE\D  104)

D r .  T h o t n r s  K l c i r r
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O f l l c c  h o u r s :  M  W  1 0 : 3 0 - 1 2 : 0 0 ;
' f  

l l : 3 0 - l : 3 0  (  I l c n d e z v o u s  C ' o u 1 1 1

l lequi red ' Iexts :
LJehrerrs  & Rosen.  I l ' r i t ing ( tnL l  l leut l ing, ' lc ro: ,s  tha ( ' t .n t ' icu lun, I0t l 'ec l .  ( l ,ongnran.  1008) .
Nrrrrran Maclean. tl River Runs I'hrough It, tuttl Other,\tollc.r (U of Chicago, 1979).
Barbara lllrrenreich, Buit untl Sv,ilch; Tlte (Fulile) Ptu'suit of thc lnrcritun Dreunt
(Mctropolitar.r Books. 2005).

Suggestcd:
N{ainron an. i  Per i tz . -  I  Wr i ter 's  Restnrru,2" ' t  cd.  (McGraw- l l i l l .  2007) .

Course Description:
Onc studcnt. on rcvic"r'ing the requirements for this coulse. once rcrnalked: " l 'hcre's a [r load
of  reading,  isn ' t  there?"  I  supposc i t  dcpcnds on yorr r  s tandards fo l  that  par t icu lar  uni t  o f
lueasLrreureut .  bLr t .  yes,  Engl ish 102 is  a course in  cr i t ica l  reading and rv l i t ing.  and as srrch i1s
prinrarv emphasis is on rvorkiug with rvritten sources.

I'lre course is designed to introduce you to the kinds ofacadernic lvlil ing you rvill enoounter
tllroughout your univcrsity career. Thus the readilgs include ntatcrial from sociology- law,
- joLrr ra l ism, and l i tc rature.  I t  rv i l l  emphasize the type of  anal l 's is  and s lnthcs is  of  u ' r i t ten soLrrces

I 'ou wi l l  l ike l l 'be c lo iug in  la tcr  courses.  Among the othel  sk i l ls  that  rv i l l  be especia l ly  bc
cnrphasizcd are handl ing rvr i t ten sources:  Lrs ing one author  to  i l lLrnr inate another :  enrp lov inr :
log ica l  a lgurnent .  docunrent ing sourccs l  ancl  idcnt i fy i lg  under ly ing at t i tL tdes ofauthors.

' lo  
th is  end,  you rv i l l  wr i t ing foLrr  d i f ferent  k inds of  fbr rnal  papers,  inc luding a rcv iov of  a  rovc l .

a  cr i t ique ofan exper i r rent .  a  legal  argunrent ,  and a fbct -chcckiug essay.  Each cssay * ' i l l  bu i lc l  or .
thc onc that prccedcd it. In addition. therc rvill be secondary rvritings that lead to the latger
papers. including a scientific syntlresis and a lcgal brief, as rvell as nrore illornral web folums.

Otr r  par l ic t t lar  fbcus of thc coLrrse wi l l  be to explore t l re  d i f l -erent  nrodes that  var ior rs  d isc ip l incs
rrse in tlrcil rvliting. As u'c look at rhat rrakes. for instance. a literltLrre papcr different flonr ir
psvchologv papcr .  \ !c  rv i l l  bc th ink ing a i roLr l  rvhat  thcsc val ious d isc ip l incs par t icLr la l l l ,  locus on
i r r  l c r r r .  o l  k r r o r r l c d r : e  l r t d  p t c s c  l i t t i , . l t .

'  
Ih is  handbook is  the  s landafd  lb r  Eng l ish  coufses  a t  ISU.  I t  i s  f i r l l  o f  in fb rnra t ion  and e i i s ) , to  use .

Ilo\\ 'ever. Lrccause the Bchrcns and Rosel te\tbook dLrplicatcs sonrc of thc infbrnration thcrc. it is here onlt
suggested. not required. lt is also suitsestcd that \()u obtain a good collcge dictionarl.



Course G r ldc Com Doncnts:

Book Rcvierv
Explanatory Synthcsis
|act-Chcckir.rg Essay
C'riticlue of' Expcrirncnt
Legal Alguntent
Short Assigmncr.rts A & ll
f'orurr Poslings
f inal  l lxam

10%
10%
l0%
t5%
15%
t0%
l0%
10%

i'alticip41!en
100%

l 'apcls & Assignnrents:

I )apcls  and other  ass igumeuts arc c luc on t l re  day I is tec l  on the sy l labus or  ass ig l lmcnt  s l rcet .  For
la tc  papels .  a  hal f  o f  a  le t ter  gradc (5%)u' i l l  be dedLrcted tbr  ever l  u 'eek c lay la te.  I )apcrsui l l  not
nornrally' be accepted nrore than a rveek after the dLre date. If loLr do anticipate having diflicult_v
compiet ing a par l icLr la l  ass ignrnent  on t ime,  le t  rne knolv  ahead of  t ime.  and vc ' l lhv to  rvo lk  oLr t
an alternative date. However, no late rvolk can be accepted after the senrester''s eld.

Please give latc \\'ork to rne dircctly, or lrave the English sccrctaly date it and put it in my box. I
u,oLrld plef'er to get hald copies rather than e-mailed attachnrents; if )'ou do e-nrail a paper to me.
print a harcl copv as u,ell.:rnd bring it to the next class. Be slrre to save your sork fr-eqLrently.

I 'apcrs are ass igncd nLrmber gradcs out  of  100.  I 'hc nornra l  scalc  is  th is :  99-A+.  95:A.  92:A- .
89:B+,  85:8.  82:B- .  and so on;  i t  is  a lso possib le to  receive a nrark betweeu these numbers.  A
fa i l ing paper  normr l ly  receives a 50:  ass ignrrenls  not  turned iu  recerve a zero.

I rvill do nry besl to retum gladed papers to you within trvo *eeks

Forum Postings:

Part ofthe coLrse grade ( JOoln) rvill conre tlonr less lbrural postings to fbrurr qLrestions on 1he
coulse Moodle u'ebsite. Many of these u'il l sirrplv bc lbr clcdit lespond as prorrpted ard vou
n i l l  get  fu l l  c led i t .  Once each fbnrm is  c losecl  accold ing to the scheclLr le .  i t  wi l l  not  l re  possib le to
nrake up that  pal t icu lar  post ing.  Also.  you wi l l  be expected to Lrse the sanre decolum in
responding to each othcr 's  post ing voLr  u ould in  c lass.

U-nra i l  accounts:

I  rv i l l  have occasion to cor tact  the c lass regard ing ass ignments.  changcs i r  thc schedLr le,  and so
on.  You thelc fore ought  to  mainta in and check regular l l 'a l  ISU e-nra i l  i tccoul l t ,  or  a(  least  have
rnessagcs lblrvarded Io your other accoLlnt.



J

Part ic ipat ion:

Inlbrrred interaction talking together - is an essetttial aspect ol the coLtrse experience. That s
u'h1, participation is an important comporent ofthc final gradc. YoLt nray not need to spcak at
cvery class tneeting, but you do need to corvey cngagement and prcparation. This lattcr urettrs
having linished the reading assigned for a particulal class ureeting, aud havittg done it carefirlly.

At tendance:

Ih is  corr rse ernphasizes sequelced ass ignrr rents rvh ich bui ld  on prev ioLrs ass ignnrents.  In  o lc ler  1o
bc sLrcccsslirl in the coufse, you need to kccp up rvith the lcadings and rltel'rd class legLrlally'. Sincc
the c lass l l reets o l ly  30 t i rnes.  miss ing mole tharr  3  c lasses u i l l  a f lect  yoLrr  par l ic ipat ion g lade (see
abole: 100/o per rtissecl class) and missing more than 6 classes rvill bc grorrnds ftrr failure.
f  onr i rg  to  c lass Iatc  or  lcav ing car ly  nray be counted as a par t ia l  absencc.

'fherc 
are alr.va1,s lragcdies, upscts, and unique circurrstances, and I am rvill ing to u'olk rvith

pcoplc li 'ho have nrissed a rrunrber ofclasses for pclsonal reasons. Horvever. I an) apt to []c more
s),mpathelic if you keep nre informcd of\4rat's goina on, rather than approaching nre after the
tact. If rvork or other obligatiors keep y,oLt away fronr class frequently. you should ask yotrlself
rvhelher  yor . r  arc  ablc  to  nra inta in th is  schedl le ' -sonreth ing mal  have to go.

l lunning the c lass:

The course belongs to everyone.  YoLr  shoLr lc l  thus t ry  to  avoid d is t lact inq r  our  c( , -par l ic ip l rnts
r  hcn c lass is  in  p logress.  I f  you a l r ive la te.  entcr  r lu ie t ly .  Avoid.  i fposs ib lc ,  lcav ing dLrr ing thc
nr jc ld le.  Rcmember to  turn ofTyour  ce l l  phone.  I fyou must  take a ca lJ  dur ing c lass.  i t  nr ight  be
bcttcr not to corre that day. StLrderts sometimes bring friends or childrcn to class. Ifyou do,
please eusure that they will not be disruptive. I appreciate being inforrncd ahcad of titne.

YoLr are strongly encouraged to express voLrr vicrvs in class (relevant oncs an-vu'ay). You shoulcl
cxpcct  to  havc thcsc occasional ly  chal lcnged by me or  by other  s tLrder ts .  Discussion can get
hcated. but mLrtual lespect shoultl accompany disagreement.

Ollicc Hours:

I hope yoLr'll take advantage ofthese. 
'l 'he 

rvork ofthe coLrrse plorlises to lre rvicle-rangint and
chal lenging.  and I  s t longly  encoufage you to s top by i f lou have q lest ions o l  concerns I ' l l  be
glad to see you. and rvill do my best to hclp. These are the times I rvill do my best to bc in m1,
office, I anr happy to ueet at other tinrcs. prcfcrably by appoinlnent. Sircc nry office is far fiour
the class|oom, I rvill also be sitting in the ccntral court of Rendezvous for an hoLrr on Tucsdays,
and hope yoLr ' lJ  s top by.

Wri t ing Center ,  Tutor ing,  Work outs ide of  c lass;

I t  docsn ' t  seenr  1ai r .  but  sonre people seenr  k)  get  bet ter  gfades on papers whi lc  pLr t t inr  in  less
cffolt. If y-ou arc onc ofthe rcst ofus rvho has to su'cat bloocl. I crrcourage yoLt to get lots of
ficclback on .vour u,ork bctbre handing it in. I anr happv to talk ovcr assignurents r'vith 1.oLr.
cspccia l l f  i f  1ou comc l , i th  spcc i f ic  c luest ions.  Considel  h 'ad ing papers rv i th  soneore e lse in  the
c lass.  I t  is  usef 'u l  to  havc the contact  in format ion of  o ther  s tudcnts iu  case vou have to miss c lass.



I  l re  \ \ ' r i t i r rg  Center  is  the p lace to go to ge1 onc-( r l -o l tc ,  deta i led help r r  i th  a l l  aspects of
ptepar ing an ass ignrnent .  iuc lLrd ine devcloprrent .  spcc i f ic  l r i l ing issLres,  p, r l ish ing.  ancl  so on.  I1
is  located in  the Certer  f i r r  Teachinc ar tc l  Lcarn ing ( top 11oor  o1 ' thc Museuur BLr i lc l ins)  ancl  vou
rnust  ca l l  ahcad of  t i rne to schedule an appoi r tnrent  (282- i662) .  l ) lcasc considcr  r . rs ing th is
Iesorr rce r ,h ich helps nranr  d i l ' l ' c rcnt  s tudcnls .

l ) lag iar ism:

Obviously ,  p lagiar ism t l rc  del iberatc  rcprcscntat io l  o f  sorneole e lsc 's  r r t r lk  as y{JLtr  owl t  is  a
nra jo l  academic of fcnsc.  

. l  
hc penal ty  for  p lagiar isrn is  up to the inst rLrctor .  bu l  in  nry c lasses

Lrstrally lhc llrst offcttse rr il l lcad to an li (0%) fbr that particular paper. ancl the secold failLrrc in
thc c lass.  depending on the sever i ty  and the importance of the paper .  P lcasc consider  l l ta l  i l  is
prrss ib le.  r t t tdcr  durcss.  to  l r i tc  an Lrnor ig inal  and del ivat ive paper  that  f i r l ly  c led i ts  i ts  sources.

l l  l  c - t tcot tn tcr  a p lagiar izcd passal te  or  paper ' .  I rv i l lusul i l l )  a l tcnrp1 to cDr) tact  \oU to ( l iscuss \ rhr l
l t rppcrcd (sce "D-nru i l  acc i r r rnts") .  l f l  rnr  no1 aLr lc  1o conlact  toLr ,  I  rv i l l  s i rnp l r  p locccd rv i t l t  t l tc
gtac l i t rg  schcnre dcscr ibed above.  I f  you huve c luest ions,  le t  nre knrr rv .

l\Iess:rge from ADA Disabilities & Resource Center:

This  yr logranr  is  corrnr i l ted to help ing a i l  s tudenls  ac l l ieve thei r  potent ia l .  l f  voLr  hat ,e a d isabi l ig
or  th ink 1 'ou may have ( lea: 'n ing,  psychiat r ic ,  hear ing,  r ' isual ,  or  other  physica l )  rvh ic l t  n tay need a
ter isonable accorn rnot la t  ior r .  contact  them in Gravel r  f la l l  l  2 l .  282-3599.  as soot)  AS l toss ib lc .

. \b t rut  nrc:  I  an lc l r t ivc l r  n ! -w to Idaho.  having col re here in  2000.  I  grcr  r rp i t r  Ohio.
gol  nr )  l 'h . l ) .  jn  1998 f ionr  thc-  I  l l ivcrs i tv  ofToronto:  nr l  par t icu lar  spcc ia l t r  is  L) ld
l -ngl ish l i teratLrre (as in  BeorvLr l l ) .  I  rorv  l i re  in  a l9 i (J 's  housc in  Olc l  Torvr  l )ocate l lo
u ' i th  my rv i fe .  Wc a lc  av id sk icrs .  so you r r r ig l r t  see us on the s lopcs at  Pcbble Creek.



Engl ish 102 Schedule

Readings ancl paper-s are due on thc da1'listed. Questions 1br lbrum discussions on Moodle rvill
bc a ' ,a i labte on t l te course si te b), the pr.eceding I 'hur.sdar ' ,  i fnot sooner.

P:rr t  l -L i terature: "Wri t ing the West"

As l ' r ' -  begin this scntcstcr.  rvc ' l l  look at  wavs that personal cssals arrc l  l i terature can explore our
\ t l f r ( ) t l l ld i l l i r \  l t t lc i  cnv i l i l r t t t tcnt .  \ !c ' l i  bcgin u ' i th  sorre Iocal  ar r thors uho l taye ur i t ten at rgLr t  1 .hat  Idah11
r l t ld  t l re  Wcst  r ) lea l \  to  thenr ;  th is  rv i l l  lead r rp to  oLrr  rcading of  the shol t  noyel  b l ,Norntarr  N,{ac lcau. , .1
R i y c r I | u n s . | . l r o u , J h I | , s e t i t r r r ' e s 1 e r t l M t ) n t i l n a , Y o r r u i J l g e t 1 r ' l t t t . l i l ' s l p t . l t c t i c c t l f s t t t l l n l i l t i z i n . t 1 t l t l l l l l g '
and assessing auother picce ofrvriting in the for.rn of I book rcvier,,,.

Week I
- f  

. lan 15 Int roduct ion

. lan 17 Read N4ichael Sowder. poem. "Fornter Attorney" (course handout)

lt-\,ttoon ott |llontlul, ltttst respotlse to Forurl I on Moodle

Rcird Susan Swetnant. essay. "llonte Mouttains" (cour.se hanclout)i also r.cad
Belrrens & Rosen, ll,i itins und Rc,tcling Across thc C't.rrrictlum (10'1, ed.), ..Hol
to \Vrite Sr.tn.rntaries," pp. 3-8

read Jolin Rember, essay. "Coming Hone to Sarvtooth Valle1,,'
due: Short  Assignme nt A: Summary of  Rember 's Essa1, (2 pages) (r-rs ing
Behrens and Rosen's guidel ines, p.  7)

by noon ott Montlu1, 1t1'tg1respopse to F6r'rr6t 2 on l!4oodle

read Nornran Mrclean. -4 Rivcr Rnt.v 
'r'hrrtr*!h 

/1. fo^.va'd a;rd .cknordccl g:rcrts.
pp, ix-9 (up 1o "lt is true that ',ve didn't olien fish together anlllorc"); also rcaci
Relirens & Roscn. "Surnmarizing a Narrative," pp.22)9

rcad Maclcan,, . ,1 Rivcr Runs' fhrough I t .pp 9-78 (up to , .So he made the
arrangcmcnts"); also Rehrens & lioscn. "Paraplrrasc." "(]uotation." pp. 34_.i7

R .lan 24

Weeli 2

'l' 
.lan 22

Weeli 3

T . lan 29

. l an  3 l

Weck 4

'l 
l-'cb 5

l{  Fcb 7

ls.\, rrton on l\londo.tt-Itos]' pur.t o1'First Section ol'Rool, Revir-rv on NJoodlt-

re atl Maclcan. '1 Rivcr Rtrns I'hrottgh 11. t' end: also rcad llehrens arcl R.se'..
"Avording Plagiar isn."  pp. l7-49

due: tsook lteview ofz{ Riyer Runs Through It (,1 pages)



6

l'art 2-Ps1'chologl': "Obedience to Authority"

In this scct ion. r le ' l l  explole scient i f ic uay's of  * , r i t ing aborrt  our l ' t r r rarr  en i rorrrerr ts,  as l 'e look at  art
Lrnfbldin-e debate. A scr ies ofcont loversiaI  expel i rnents,  begirning in l l rc 1950's.  prodLtcccl  rcsLr l ts that
sccmcd to suggest thal  ronc ofus are as l lcc as rvc l ikc to t l r ink oLrrselves. I r  lookirg at  th is debete. ] 'ou
s, i l l  u,r i te an explanator l 'synthesis o1'a ser ies of  ar l ic les,  ard then rvl i te a c l i t iqrrc ol 'or tc of  t l re nrosl
notor ious exPerir lcnts.

Wcck 5
by noon on Monduy post response to Forunr 3 on Moodle

l |eb 12 read Solomon Asch. "C)pinions and Social I'ressute," iu Behrens & Rosen. pp.
349-3 5 7

ll fcb 1'1 r'eail Star.rlel Milglan.r. "Tl.re Pcrils of Obedicnce." pp. 358-370: also rcacl Bchlens
and Roscn, "Explanalory S1'ntlicsis." pp. !)9- I 07

Weck 6
by ttoon on Monduy-post lesponse to Forum 4 on Moodlc

T Feb l9 read Diana Baumrind, "Revieu' of Stanley Milgram's Experirnents on Obeclience"
(and Mi lgram's response),  pp. 37 1-377

R Feb 21 read lan Parker. "Obedience." pp. 378-387

Week 7
T Fcb 26 due: Explanatory Synthesis of Experiments on Obedience (,1 pages)

R Feb 28 read Philip Zimbarclo. '' 1 he Stanfbrd Prison Experiment," pp. 3tl9-.1()0: also reacl
Behrens and Rosen, "Ciritique," pp. 50-52. and "\\'riting lntrcductions." pp. 76-81

Wcck 8
by noon on Mondul. post lntroduction (using one ol'Rehrcns and Iloscn's
s[ggesled tecl.uriques) to Zinrbardo Criticlue on Moodle

' f  
Mar, i  read Behlens and Rosen. "Wri t ing a Thesis" and "Wri t ing Conclusions."  pp. t i2-98

by ruton on I!/ednesdoy post Conclusion to Zimbardo Clitiquc (using one of
Behrcns and Itoscn's techniqr.res)

It Mar 6 bring Rough Draft of Zimbardo Critique

\\Ieek 9
' l -  

Mar 1 I  due: Cr i t ique of Zimbardo's Expcr iment (4-5 pages)



Part  3-La$'and l ,egal  Argument:  "You, The Jury"

In this seclion. rve will erplor.e the lrighly anall,tical and inductive laltsLrage of the lalY arld legal rvrittng.

We'll bc rcyiervilg actual court cascs and placing ourselvcs itt llte rolcs ofjudges. larvyers and.iuries t,,

g ive rrur ervn rLr l i rws on thern. using logical  algtrmentat ion and appl icat ion cl fgetteral  pr inciples.  YoLr

ivill l,ritc firsf a short legal cssay anci then a longcr leual argur)1cnt. using tlrc prccedents ofearliel case

outconles to decide ot t  ot l te ls.

I{ Mar 1i rcad Behrcns ancl Rosen, "A Notc oll tlle Al.nericall l-egal Systelll"; Leottatd
'fourney. "Tnciclent at the Airport"; l'out'ne1 & cietrova. "llLA(l: llorv to ArgLre

YoLu t  ase,"  (PP. 752-76'1r

Week I 0
lD, ntxtn on ilonLlat-posI response to Forunr 5 on Moodle

I' Mar l8 rcad "Outrageous Conduct'l Sor.ne Cases ol-Emotional Disttess" (rql thlough
' 'Spel l ing 13ee." pp. 166-172.)

Il Mar 20 linish ''Outragcous Clonduct'? Sotne Clascs of Emotional L)istrcss.'' pp.772-1'17

Spring Break Mar 20-2{ l

Week 1 I
' l  

Apr 1 due: Short  Assignment B: IRAC Essal on "The Ridiculed Employee" (3- ' l

pag€s)

R ApI i  read ' 'The Fel led Stop Sigr ls:  Two Cases of Homrcidc. ' '  pp 80l  - t i  l  I  ( look

especial ly at  precedent) ;  a lso read ' 'Arguurc-ut Synthesis."  pp l46-153

Wr-cl i  l2
b.1, noon on Mondal post response to Forum 6 on Mooclle

T Apr 8 teatl "Who Ciets thc Kids'l $o111g Clases oiChild CLrstodv." pp. 788-t100

l{ ,\pr 1 0 hring lttngh draft ot l-egal Atgumct.tt Essal'

Wcck I  3
' f  

Apr l5 due: Legal Argumcnt Essay (4-5 pages)
also bcgin Barbara Ehrenreich. /ltrll und Stvilt:h; tltc (/irtilc') pur:uil of tht

Antcrican Dre um. PP. 1-13



Part  4-Invest igat ive,rournal ism: whnt work Arvai ts Al tcr  colcgc?

l r r  th is  b l ie i 'concluding sect io l l '  wc \ \ ' i l l  encol r r ler  the nole aecessib lc  lar rgLragc of  i rvcst igat i 'eIePor-ling' br readiltg llarbala Elttcrtrcich's urrdclcovc. look irrto the ,tntur-ofiir" nri,lclle cLss.lob *,..,rr0.Yor l  l ' i l l  do YoLr ' -  owrr  'esearch by fac l -checkinq a nurrbel  o fher .asser t ions.  and the f i 'a l  exa: ,  *  i l l  h . r ,eloLr  shorv inq rv l rat  1-ou 've rearned b l  cro ing an Jxpranator .y  s l .n thcs is  of lhrcc ar t icrcs * , r i r r . ,n  i , ,  , " rp , , , , r .to  her  book

R Apr 17 rcacl Ehre'reich. Bair uncr ,lujrrh, pp. 15-(r4; arso rcad Bclrrens and Rosen.
Crit ical Reading and C,r ir ique. pp. 56_61

\\/ech lJ

' l  
Apr 22

It Apr 24

Week I 5
I Apr 2!)

i{ N4rrv I

Mry 6

h.1, ttotlt ort llorulu1-pttst respoltsc to F.ofunt 7 orr l\4oocllc

lead Bhrenreich, l]uir unl .\tt,itch. pp. 65_11g
l. ibrar y Session

read Ehrenteich, Buit ancl Stritch. pp. I49 to end

duc: Ehrcnrcich Fact-Chccking Essa-v (3_4 pages)

Revicu'

i:00-5:00 f-inal Ilxanr-Explanatory Synthesis ol.Tluee Arrlcles


