IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY
CODE OF ETHICS FOR THE USE OF 

VERTEBRATES IN RESEARCH

PREAMBLE
The purpose of this document is to establish ethical principles concerning the use of vertebrates for research, teaching or testing at Idaho State University. 

These principles are to serve as guidelines to all persons using animals for these purposes. 

Since all vertebrates have sensory responses, it is essential the animal experimentation for research purposes be conducted in a humane manner, that is, with compassion and concern for the well-being of animals as sentient beings.

In studies involving animals there must be a reasonable expectation that such studies will contribute to the advancement of knowledge which may eventually help to protect and improve the health and welfare of either mankind or animals.

This statement accepts and incorporates into the code the NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL GUIDE FOR THE CARE AND USE OF LABORATORY ANIMALS. 

1.  Investigators have an obligation to insure that experimental animals are not subjected to unnecessary pain, distress or trauma. 

2.  If pain, distress, or trauma are necessary concomitants of the experimental study, then these should be minimized both in intensity and duration. 

3.  An animal that is observed to be in a state of severe pain, distress or trauma, which cannot be alleviated should be immediately destroyed, using humane acceptable method for euthanasia which must include, as an initial action, rapid production of unconsciousness. 

4.  Studies such as toxicological and biological testing, cancer research and infectious disease investigation may require continuation until the death of the animal.  This requirement, in the face of distinct and irreversible signs that toxicity, infectious processes or tumor growth have been reached and are causing severe pain, distress or trauma, would clearly violate the principles outlined above.  In such cases, alternative end points should be sought which would not only satisfy the objectives of the study, but also give humane consideration to the animals. 

5.  Investigators should be especially cautious with tests that may cause pain, distress or trauma.  Acceptance should not be based on cost and/or ease of application.

6.  Experiments involving starvation and fluid deprivation should be as short-term as possible and have strong scientific justification.

7.  Prolonged physical restraint procedures that result in distress or ill effects should only be used after alternative procedures, possible telemetry, have been considered and found inadequate.

8.  Investigators must be especially prudent in their use of the following procedures.


a) Experiments involving withholding pre or post-operative pain relieving medication.


b) Paralyzing and immobilizing experiments where there is no reduction in the sensation or pain.


c) Electric shock as negative reinforcement.

d) Extreme environmental conditions such as low or high temperatures, high humidity, modified atmospheres, etc.

9. Certain experimental procedures are known to inflict excessive pain and are thus unacceptable.  These include:

  
a) Utilization of muscle relaxants or paralytics (curare and curare-like) alone, without anesthetics, during surgical procedures.

b) Traumatizing procedures involving crushing, striking, or beating unanesthetized animals or animals allowed to recover from anesthesia. 


I will accept and abide by the ethical principles of the document.

__________________________________________________________                  _________________________________

                                       Printed Name                                                                                                     Date

__________________________________________________________



     Signature

