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IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
 

PROGRAM TITLE:  COSMETOLOGY 
 
 

Information included in this handout may change at any time without notice and 
should not be considered as a binding contract between Idaho State University and students. 

 
Program Options and Length: 

Cosmetology, Technical Certificate    3  1/2  Semesters 
Nail Technology, Postsecondary Technical Certificate  1/2  Semester 

 
State License received upon successful completion of the State Board Exam. 
Classroom hours for Cosmetology are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Job Description:  Cosmetologists perform a variety of beauty services which cover all phases of the beauty culture such 
as manicuring, shampooing, hair styling, make-up application, temporary and permanent hair waving, hair straightening, 
bleaching and tinting, and various skin and scalp treatments.  Cosmetologists often specialize in any one or more of these 
services. The art of hairstyling is no longer the major activity in the cosmetology industry.  It has grown to be an 
increasingly complex and artistic profession.  Strong human relations skills and the ability to communicate with people are 
of major importance. 
 
 
Aptitudes and Interests:  Good hand, finger and eye dexterity.  Artistic and creative ability. Be able to communicate with 
people and have strong human-relations skills. 
 
 
Educational and Other Requirements:  Completion of high school or GED is required. 
 
 
Helpful High School Courses:  Biology, Chemistry, English, Human Relations, Mathematics, Social Sciences 
 
 
TUITION AND FEES  
Fees apply to the current Idaho State University fee schedule located at http://www.isu.edu/finserv/costinfo.shtml.  
 
Fees include mandatory student health insurance. Any student with existing health insurance coverage may be exempt. 
Waivers are available at http://www.isu.edu/stuhlth/insurance/. 
 
 

Entry dates for this program: 
August and January 
(Nail Technology begins only in May) 

For more information, contact: 
Idaho State University  
College of Technology 
Student Services Office 
921 S. 8th Ave, Stop 8380 
Pocatello, ID  83209-8380 
208-282-2622 
E-mail: ctech@isu.edu 
www.isu.edu/ctech/ 

Approximate cost for books, 
tools, and supplies: 
$1,859 for Cosmetology 
or $814 for Nail Technology only 
(See below for registration fees) 
 

http://www.isu.edu/finserv/costinfo.shtml�
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ADMISSION STEPS 

• Complete and return an Application for Admission along with a check or money order for $40 (non-refundable), 
payable to Idaho State University. You may also apply online via the Idaho State University home page: 
www.isu.edu. Click on Prospective Students. 

• Submit official college transcripts, if applicable, from each accredited institution of higher education that you have 
attended. 

• Submit an official copy of your high school transcript or GED scores (Not required if you have completed and 
submitted proof of 14 or more academic credits from an accredited institution of higher education.) 

• Meet with a College of Technology counselor, if desired, to obtain more in-depth information. To make an 
appointment, call (208) 282-2622. 

• Either:  

1. Complete the COMPASS placement test. This test enables us to place you in the appropriate classes to 
enhance your success in college. 

2.  Submit ACT/SAT scores, valid for seven (7) years from the date of testing. ACT scores are not required 
for acceptance to the College of Technology, however they are required to qualify for some scholarships 

• Apply for financial aid if needed. Questions, call (208) 282-2756. 

• Former College of Technology students who have been out of school one semester or more must complete the 
necessary forms in the Student Services office before returning to the program. Re-entering student must meet 
the requirements as outlined in the catalog effective at the date of their re-enrollment. 

 
 
Affirmative Action and Equal Employment Opportunity at ISU 
Idaho State University subscribes to the principles and laws of the State of Idaho and the federal government, including 
applicable executive orders pertaining to civil rights.  All rights, privileges, and activities of the University are made 
available without regard to race, creed, color, sex, age, disability, national origin or veteran status.  The University is an 
Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action employer.  Evidence of practices that are not consistent with such a policy 
should be reported to:  Kathleen Roberts, J.D., Affirmative Action Director, Administration Building, Room 318D, Stop 
8315, robekath@isu.edu, 208-282-3964. 
 
Idaho State University is committed to equal opportunity in education for all students, including those with documented 
disabilities. If you have a diagnosed disability or if you believe that you have a disability that might require reasonable 
accommodations, please contact: Dennis J. Toney, ADA Disabilities and Resource Center Director, Gravely Hall, Room 
123, Stop 8121, tonedenn@isu.edu, 208-282-3599. 
 
NOTE: Licensure, certification, and/or employment applications related to some degree programs require students to 
disclose any history of criminal prosecution which may include the student’s driving record.  Students who have a criminal 
history are strongly encouraged to contact the licensing agency or meet with the coordinator of the program they are 
interested in, prior to beginning classes, to discuss potential impediments to licensure, certification, or employment. 
 

mailto:robekath@isu.edu�
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IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
 

PROGRAM TITLE:  COSMETOLOGY 
 

COURSE SEQUENCE 
 
1st Year - 1st Semester 
 
Course # Course Title Credits 

COSM 116 Introduction to Principles and Practice of Cosmetology 8 

COSM 117 Beginning Principles and Practice of Cosmetology 8 

 
 
1st Year - 2nd Semester 
 
Course # Course Title Credits 

COSM 126 Fundamental Principles and Practice of Cosmetology I 8 

COSM 127 Fundamental Principles and Practice of Cosmetology II 8 

 
 
1st Year - Summer Session (1/2 Semester) 
 
Course # Course Title Credits 

COSM 156 Fundamental Principles and Practice of Cosmetology III 2 

COSM 157 Fundamental Principles and Practice of Cosmetology IV 6 

 
 
2nd Year - 3rd Semester 
 
Course # Course Title Credits 

COSM 236 Advanced Principles and Practice of Cosmetology I 8 

COSM 237 Advanced Principles and Practice of Cosmetology II 8 

 
 
The following is required for completion of the Nail Technology Certificate: 
 
A minimum of 11 credits is required for a postsecondary technical certificate in Nail Technology, designed to prepare 
students for the State Board Examination for Nail Technology Certification. Required course:  COSM 150 – held Summer 
Session only.  Hours accrued in the Nail Technology option are not transferrable to the Cosmetology certificate. 
 
 

Classroom hours for Nail Technology are Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
 
 

FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID IS NOT AVAILABLE TO A STUDENT TAKING NAIL TECHNOLOGY ONLY 
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IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
 

PROGRAM TITLE:  COSMETOLOGY 
 

BOOK AND TOOL LIST 
 

The Cosmetology program will be using specific books included in the kit  
which will be purchased the first day of school. 

The books will not be available through the University Bookstore. 
                              
 

NOTE:  PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION 
 
 

FIRST SEMESTER 
 
I.  TOOL KIT 

* * THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE PURCHASED ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS. * * 
 

Tool kit includes everything a student will need to perform the duties of a cosmetologist throughout the program.   
Must be purchased through the Cosmetology program. 
Must be paid upon entry into the program. 

 
APPROXIMATE TOTAL TOOL KIT $1,575.00 + TAX  

 
 
II.  UNIFORMS  (DRESS CODE) 

Dress code will be discussed on the first day of program orientation. 
 
 
III.  SUPPLIES & FEES  
 
DESCRIPTION APPROXIMATE PRICE 

COSM 116   INTRODUCTION TO PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF COSMETOLOGY 

COSM 117  BEGINNING PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF COSMETOLOGY 

Class Fee (COSM 117) 30.00 

APPROXIMATE TOTAL BOOKS & SUPPLIES - FIRST SEMESTER $30.00 

 
 
APPROXIMATE TOTAL BOOKS, SUPPLIES & TOOLS FIRST SEMESTER $1,605.00 
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SECOND & THIRD SEMESTERS 
 

I.  SUPPLIES & FEES 
 
DESCRIPTION APPROXIMATE PRICE 

State Board Examination Fee and License 194.00 

Class Fees ($10 each for COSM 126 & 127 in the second semester, and COSM 236 & 237 in the third 
semester) 

40.00 

Graduation Application Fee for first Certificate/Degree 20.00 

APPROXIMATE TOTAL SUPPLIES & FEES - SECOND &  THIRD  SEMESTERS $254.00 

 
 
APPROXIMATE TOTAL BOOKS, TOOLS & SUPPLIES FOR ENTIRE PROGRAM $1,859.00 

 
 
 

(Scroll down for the Nail Technology book & tool list.) 
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IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
 

NAIL TECHNOLOGY - SUMMER ONLY 
 
 
NAIL TECHNOLOGY   1/2 semester. A minimum of 11 credits is required for a postsecondary technical certificate in Nail 
Technology, designed to prepare students for the State Board Examination for Nail Technology Certification. Required 
course:  COSM 150.  Hours accrued in the Nail Technology option are not transferrable to the Cosmetology certificate. 
 
COSM 150   PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF NAIL TECHNOLOGY    11 credits. This course is designed to prepare 
students for the State Board Examination for Nail Technology Certification.  Course activities explore all types of nail care 
and design methods including manicuring, pedicuring, sculpted nail application, nail care, chemistry, biological concepts, 
anatomy and physiology of nails, and safety standards and procedures.  Su 
                          

Classroom hours for Nail Technology are Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
 

BOOK AND TOOL LIST 
 

NOTE:  PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION. 
 

FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID IS NOT AVAILABLE TO A STUDENT TAKING NAIL TECHNOLOGY ONLY 
 
I.  TOOL KIT    * * MUST BE PURCHASED ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS. * * 
 

Must be purchased through the Cosmetology program. 
Must be paid upon entry into the program. 
Nail Technology Tool Kit also includes one Textbook, one Workbook, and one Review Book ($100.00). 

 
APPROXIMATE TOTAL TOOL KIT - NAIL TECHNOLOGY $600.00  + TAX 

 
II.  UNIFORMS  (DRESS CODE) 

Dress code will be discussed on the first day of program orientation. 
 
III.  SUPPLIES AND OTHER EXPENSES 
 
DESCRIPTION APPROXIMATE PRICE 

License 20.00 

State Board Examination Fee and License 174.00 

Graduation Application Fee for first Certificate/Degree 20.00 

APPROXIMATE TOTAL SUPPLIES AND OTHER EXPENSES - NAIL TECHNOLOGY $214.00 

 
 
APPROXIMATE  TOTAL FOR TOOLS, SUPPLIES, AND OTHER EXPENSES  -  
NAIL TECHNOLOGY  OPTION 

$814.00 
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