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MARCH 9, 2009
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Butticci, in the Salmon River Suite, PSUB, called the meeting to order at 7:03pm.

ROLL CALL

ASISU Secretary Emily Koskella took roll.  All Senators were present except Senators Knight and Ngazimbi. Executive Director, Student Unions and Involvement, Lowell Richards, and Vice President of Student Affairs Dr. Lee Krehbiel were in attendance. MOVE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM MARCH 2, 2009 WITH THE AMENDMENT TO STRIKE WHITNEY JENSEN FROM BEING ABSENT AT THE MEETING. Saltzman/Gault. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. MOVE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH THE AMENDMENT TO ADD UNDER PRESIDENT’S REPORT MR. FLETCHER, TO ADD UNDER COMMITTEE REPORTS SENATOR WOODHOUSE, AND TO STRIKE UNDER NEW BUSINESS RESOLUTION 490. Messenger/Wagley. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
President’s Report

President Spencer announced ASISU will have a table at the Grad Finale fair on Monday March 16 for the graduating students. He asked if any senators are available to volunteer. He announced Mr. Fletcher, who will be speaking to the Senate.
Senator Jensen asked Mr. Fletcher what the 9% from ASISU will go toward. Mr. Fletcher said there are no specific items that they can say the funds will go to at this time. There will be stiff cutbacks. The cutbacks will not only come out of non-personnel aspects, but from the human side of the budgets. There will be layoffs. It will also be necessary to cover costs not funded by the legislature. There will be no salary increases. They will not receive occupancy or work load funds. There is an abundance of needs and not enough funding to cover them. The $590,000 of contribution is still lower than the overall contribution other members of the ISU family are making. The other members of the family have to make contributions which are on average 20-30% higher than prior years. Every time the state takes another look at the books, they see that they need even more cuts. There may be relief prior to when the budget is implemented coming from stimulus funding. Fee hearings are talking about a tuition raise of about 9.5%.
The process they are going through is not the normal budget process. Usually there are a number of hearings and meetings with the budget council. After those presentations, the budget council gets together and summarizes the recommendations. They take those summaries to the vice president who reviews them and takes them to the president. There must be a series of fee hearings regarding student fees. After they do that, the committee goes through another process to finalize the budgets. They cannot do that this year. The reason they can’t is the nature and severity of the cuts may lead to reductions in force and they must evaluate the potential program closures. They didn’t want to go through a long elaborate process over several months that would go to the press. They have a special budget review committee in strict confidentiality. The alternate case came only after they heard the legislature is contemplating even steeper reductions. The special committee will meet again within the next few days and reevaluate. They will then look at activity fees. Their problem is everyone knows President Obama has passed a $787 billion stimulus program designed to stimulate the economy and help stabilize what the government is doing in many areas, including higher education. One objective is to reduce cutbacks and layoffs. The problem is that in order to be acted on, the bill amounts must be distributed to each state. Before the university can touch the money, the government must process the money. Every institution has to go through that bill and come up with specific proposals for projects. In addition, every institution will have a share of a stabilization plot to reduce cutbacks. ISU won’t know how much money they receive until much later. They have to be reviewed by many different individuals and groups. What money they get from the stimulus will go to the university after the preliminary budget hearings. ISU will not find out what the legislature is doing by the time of the fee hearings. The Idaho State legislature will not do this until April 10. The university will have to live with a certain amount of anxiety until the end of the process.
I.F. VP Dickinson asked if having the students put in their share is an ongoing thing at the university or is it something that will ride through this year or the next. She wants to know if it will be a trend. They do not usually depart from the normal budget process. They need to be honest. No one knows where the bottom of this economic decline is. The data tends to be worse than before. Every time the Idaho State legislature comes up with a different outlook, it keeps getting worse. The university is hoping they can see some kind of recovery at the end of the year or possibly 2010. There is a possibility of being in this situation for years.

Senator Anderson asked if the increase is 7% or 9.5%. The increase was 7% before, but they are now planning for 9.5% in the case that they have stricter legislative action. If the legislature should find out that the holdbacks will not be as severe as expected, they will be able to pull back. The university wants to be a humane and compassionate institution. It would be inhumane to go to the people affected by layoffs and give them only what the legal mandate is. The state mandates they only have to have two weeks notice. The university will give at least two months notice to all staff that could be affected. In order to give enough planning time, they must give notifications far in advance. ISU may be able to pull back those notifications if the legislature finds out that the cutbacks will not be as severe.
Senator Portela asked the best way for the senators to choose their ASISU budget. Rather than have the special budget committee address it, the whole Senate should weigh in on what they think. Mr. Fletcher recommends taking a look at the $6.5 million in student fees. They need to look at expense levels being cut back. If certain services can be eliminated or reduced, that frees up other money that can go to other programs such as occupancy. As the groups went through the review, they found amazing cost reductions.

Senator Bolinger asked if they have to come up with $590,000 themselves. The Senate can either give up ASISU contingency funds, or increase student fees, or some combination. Other institutions had the idea of releasing the cap on tuition. President Vailas made the decision that the university will not balance the budget on the backs of the students and their families. That is why the cuts in the university as a whole have to be significant.

I.F. VP Dickinson asked what reasoning the senators might use to show students they are pulling their weight regarding student fees and tuition. Everyone in the university community is important, particularly the students. They want to preserve and enhance a quality education. The university is at the margins. ISU is not at all well funded. The slightest little burp can push them over the edge. They want to get through the financial crisis as it is and come out as a stronger institution. Despite everything they do, people must be laid off. Mr. Fletcher thinks it’s a failure when any institution has to do that because it’s absolutely traumatic. Despite the fact they’re trying to be humane, that will be the reality. ISU does not have enough money for the needs.
Senator Jensen asked if the administration has taken any pay cuts. There have been no pay cuts in the administration. Idaho State currently has the lowest pay levels of any of the sister institutions, 18-20% below other universities. When there is an across the board pay action, it is inherently unfair. They should be paid upon performance. The administration will look at terminating wasteful programs and shrinking or merging departments. Senator Jensen said they haven’t heard anything exact; the students want transparency in the budget. They deserve a right to know where every dollar is going. Mr. Fletcher said none of what the committee is doing right now is accessible. The reason is they’re talking about reconfiguring and downsizing. It will hit the hardest on most of the expenses. Any classified staff member has certain rights having to do with points they accumulate such as from how long they’ve worked and how well they’ve performed. The position may be eliminated, but the person may not be terminated. They are trying to keep people from worrying until they get at a point when they actually know. The president is having a series of town hall meetings where he is laying out what is happening. Every day, he gets many emails from various people asking questions and suggesting things regarding how to solve the problems. This country has crossed a watershed. It will not be how it was in the past. Most politicians and political leaders are not being honest with constituents. The main thing is to adjust people’s thinking.
Senator Saltzman asked when and where the town hall meetings are being held. There have been about four or five so far. Mr. Fletcher said the president goes to the Cabinet and tells them when and where. Then communication is sent out.

Chair Butticci thanked Mr. Fletcher for coming.
CHAIR REPORT

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Finance Committee—Senator Woodhouse: the Robotics Club is asking for $500. MOVE TO APPROVE ROBOTICS CLUB NEW CLUB FUND REQUEST. Woodhouse/Messenger. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
GALLERY QUESTION & ANSWER

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
Dr. Ron Solbrig and Crystal Ross spoke to the Senate about the Student Health Program and insurance. A survey was administered to students about insurance. Most students surveyed have private insurance, not from ISU. This is the time they renegotiate contracts. There will be an 8% increase in insurance just to maintain current levels of coverage. The students were asking about pharmacy coverage. As of now, there are no pharmacy benefits whatsoever. Two thirds of those students surveyed are interested in some kind of pharmacy coverage. The vast majority of students are healthy and don’t need much health medications. The Student Health Center doesn’t charge for office visits to students. The average price for prescriptions is about $4 per month anywhere. Some students need more expensive prescriptions. They may benefit by having health insurance coverage. There are a few students who need very expensive prescriptions for rheumatoid arthritis, depression, and psychiatric conditions. Students currently pay out of their own pocket or with patient assistance programs. There are three options. The first is to not change anything with pharmacy. The second option is to have a regular pharmacy insurance program ($50 per semester per student). It covers $1,000 per year of pharmacy costs. For generic prescriptions under $15 or brand name prescriptions under $30, they won’t cover them. The third option is a pharmacy card ($3/semester). That gives a 30% discount to local pharmacies on all prescriptions. The pharmacy card seems the best option because it’s relatively cheap and gives some help and some benefit.
Senator Saltzman asked if there is a prescription that the campus currently covers, would it still be there or would they have to go to a different pharmacy altogether. Dr. Solbrig feels that they cannot discount them any more, but the students can still get prescriptions at the Student Health Center. They can still choose where they take their prescriptions. 
Senator Woodhouse asked if options two and three work on any prescription. The insurance company presented them with the card. The students would have to go outside of the Student Health Center to get them, but yes. They didn’t ask that specific question though. A dental savings plan comes with the card. Senator Woodhouse said he has tried pharmacy cards ShopKo, and it ended up being more expensive (over $100). He asked if this pharmacy card would be the same. That may be an issue with some of the prescriptions, but it is virtually impossible to predict.

Senator Johnson asked if it will be an elective thing or if it would be required. Everyone would have to participate. Senator Johnson asked if only 30% of students have health insurance, is there any way the pharmacy could bill the private insurance. That is not currently available because of the way pharmacy insurance companies work.

Senator Bolinger asked if there is a major medical plan for cancer or automobile accidents for higher maximums. The pharmacy program has a $50,000 maximum per injury. You can boost it up to $150,000 with an additional premium. ISU is looking at combining with other colleges to offer a better plan with a higher maximum. The company that currently covers health insurance said there are only two ISU students per year that exceed that. Senator Bolinger asked if he breaks both legs at the same time, is it one or two injuries. That would be counted as one.

Senator Messenger asked how many students are on the thousand dollars per month prescriptions. Only a handful of students are on those prescriptions. Senator Messenger asked if they’ve ever thought of a health savings account. Students can set up their own medical savings account at a bank but they cannot do it through the company. It would cost to administrate that.

Senator Woodhouse asked if preexisting problems are covered. If students go from private to student insurance, that can cause a preexisting condition. They have a congenital exclusion. It’s a cost-benefit guess of what gives the best bang for the buck. Pregnancy is considered a preexisting condition.

Chair Butticci asked if they want this body to talk to constituents and get feedback or is there anything the Senate can do to help in the process. A consensus from the senators would be adequate for their needs. Most students don’t really understand insurance programs. They will give a consensus next week. Chair Butticci thanked Ron Solbrig and Crystal Ross for coming and explaining.
Move to recess for two minutes. Messenger/Saltzman. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
Chair Butticci called the meeting back to order at 8:11pm.

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS
1. Bill 323
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BILL 323

BY DUSTIN PORTELA COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AND DEANNA JOHNSON COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
SPONSORED BY DUSTIN PORTELA COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AND DEANNA JOHNSON COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
TO REFINE THE AMMENDMENT PROCESS OF THE ELECTION CODE

ARTICLE I:

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
Section 3:
Student Senate
Clause 5:
Election Code

A.  The Senate shall be responsible for establishing rules and regulations for all ASISU elections through the formation of the ASISU Elections Code.

1. The Elections Code shall be considered to be additional Bylaws, with the full binding and governing force as these Bylaws, for the governing of the Association.  Amending the Elections Code must meet the same requirements as amendments to these Bylaws. Any amendment to the Election Code proposed after the distribution of the Participant Packets shall not take effect until after the elections have been certified.
2. The Elections Code shall only deal with ASISU Elections and related activities.

All elections statutes beyond that addressed in the ASISU Constitution, shall be found in the Elections Code rather than these Bylaws.

MOVE TO SEND BILL 323 TO RULES. Portela/Allbright. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
2. Bill 324
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BY CASIDY JAHNKE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AND WHITNEY JENSEN COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
SPONSORED BY CASIDY JAHNKE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AND WHITNEY JENSEN COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS BILL IS TO REMOVE THE FILING FEES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND PARTIES FROM THE ELECTION CODE, EFFECTIVE ASISU ELECTION YEAR 2010

 ARTICLE 5, CANDIDATES 
5.3 Filing  
1.
The Filing Period for candidates shall open at 9am on the Monday before active campaigning begins and shall close on the Friday at 5pm before active campaigning begins.  
2. 
All candidates appearing on the ballot must indicate their desire to run by completing an official Candidate Filing Form during the Filing period.  The Candidate Registration Form shall be provided by the Commission and made available to the public. 
3. 
Each candidate must pay a filing fee of $5.00 per candidate, per office, not to be returned unless declared ineligible to run for office, the election is canceled before the results are confirmed, or the candidate withdraws before the Candidate’s Meeting.  This payment shall be made at the time that the candidate files his/her Candidate Filing Form. 
4. 3.
Candidate Filing Forms must be filed with a representative of the Commission. 
5. 4.
A candidate can withdraw from the election at anytime. 
6. 5.
A candidate shall only seek one office per election. 
ARTICLE 6, PARTIES AND ENDORSEMENTS 
6.4  Party Filing Requirements 
1.  In order for a party to file candidates for an election, the party chairperson must attend the candidates meeting, and the party must pay a filing fee of $20.00 at the Candidate’s Meeting.  The party chairperson may designate another to act on behalf of the party at the Candidate’s Meeting. 
2. 1. The party chairperson, or the his/her agent, must also complete a Party Filing Form, which shall contain the following information: 
1.
The name of the party. 
2.
Names and contact information for two persons authorized to act on behalf of the party.  One of these must be the party chairperson. 
3. 
The names of all candidates authorized to run with the party for that election. 
3. 2.
If a party has not filed with the Elections Commission by the Point of No Return in the Candidate’s Meeting, then all candidates for that party shall be reclassified as independents. 
3. 
A party may file only one candidate for each executive office.
MOVE TO SEND BILL 324 TO RULES. Jahnke/Johnson. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
ADJOURNMENT

MOVE TO ADJOURN. Allbright/Messenger. ASISU Secretary took roll. All senators were present except Senators Knight and Ngazimbi. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.  Meeting adjourned at 8:13pm.
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