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STUDENT SENATE MEETING

SALMON RIVER SUITE, PSU

7:00pm

FEBRUARY 16, 2011
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Lankford, in the Salmon River Suite, PSU, called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

ROLL CALL

ASISU Secretary Emily Koskella took roll. All Senators were present except Senator Holloway. Executive Director, Student Unions and Involvement, Lowell Richards, was in attendance. MOVE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 9, 2011. Stokes/Zamora. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. MOVE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH THE AMENDMENT TO ADD UNDER NEW BUSINESS ASCE CONTINGENCY FUND REQUEST. Stokes/Zamora. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
President’s Report

President Jahnke is not present as she is on her way to the SBOE meeting.
CHAIR/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance Committee—Senator Lankford announced that three matched deposit requests were approved. MOVE TO APPROVE REQUESTS. C. Lankford/Knapp. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
Appointments and Review Committee—Senator Steven Saltzman announced the committee appointed a new election deputy commissioner, Cortney Hulse. She was approved unanimously. MOVE TO APPROVE CORTNEY HULSE AS DEPUTY COMMISSIONER. S. Saltzman/Stokes. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.

Communications Committee—Senator Wagner thanked everyone who participated in the elections booths. They printed 20 packets and had only two or three left over. They gave out candy and got to know some of their constituents.

GALLERY QUESTION & ANSWER

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

Val Davids
Val is presenting two sports clubs on behalf of Randal Miller.

The Climbing Club has their constitution, members, and paperwork in order. Their purpose is to get rock climbers at ISU to come together and become better.
Senator Gower asked how this will be different than what the Outdoor Adventure Center’s rock climbing experiences offer. Michael Wachs said the OAC does only a few trips, and many require payment. OAC doesn’t focus on climbing technique. This is for those who don’t know much about climbing and want to learn more about it. Members of the club can be as specific and intense as they want. This club would help climbers find other climbers at ISU.
Senator Wagner said this is an exciting club. MOVE TO APPROVE CLUB. Wagner/Zamora. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
The Kendo Club has its constitution and members. They have worked hard. They began the process last semester. Andrea Kayser and James Upson said the Kendo Club is a club seeking to further those who started learning Kendo in the beginner class. This club is a chance to further skills and work with people here in ISU. There are some people joining the club who have never practiced Kendo before. Kendo is a martial art, more specifically Japanese fencing with bamboo swords. MOVE TO APPROVE CLUB. Zamora/S. Saltzman. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
Senator Steven Saltzman asked Val if she thinks the bill requiring every senator to have a club assigned from his or her college is a good idea. Val said not all clubs belong to a college. She asked how the clubs not belonging to a college would be assigned. Senator Steven Saltzman said each senator would have one club strictly from their college. He asked Val if there is any benefit. Val said sometimes the benefit is they understand classes students are taking and what the clubs are seeking.
Greek Council changed its constitution. They changed elections to the last council meeting in spring semester. Starting in May, the new officers would take effect. MOVE TO APPROVE AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION. Zamora/Knapp. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
OLD BUSINESS

Bill 376—Club Assignments
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BILL 376
BY GARRETT GUNDRY
DIVISION OF HEALTH SCIENCES

SPONSORED BY 

GARRETT GUNDRY DIVISION OF HEALTH SCIENCES

ANJEL ZAMORA COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING

GABRIEL RIVAS DIVISION OF HEALTH SCIENCES

CONNOR LANKFORD COLLEGE OF ARTS AND LETTERS

This bill improves communication between senators and their constituents by requiring that each senator be assigned at least one club composed mostly of constituents from their college.

SENATE RULE BOOK

ARTICLE II-ASISU SENATOR


Section 6 – Club Assignments


The Pro Tempore will assign each senator an approximately equal share of active clubs and ASISU Committees. At least one of the clubs assigned to each senator must be affiliated with that senator’s college, or be composed mostly of constituents from their college when possible. Senators must contact their assigned clubs each month.

Bill 376 has been released from rules. MOVE TO SUSPEND SECOND READING. Gundry/S. Saltzman. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. MOVE TO APPROVE BILL 376 WITH THE AMENDMENT TO ADD “WHEN POSSIBLE” AT THE END OF THE SECOND SENTENCE. Gundry/S. Saltzman. Senator Gundry said almost every college has at least one club that is affiliated with that college. Unanimous. Objection. Discussion. Senator Gundry said he isn’t over any clubs that are associated with his college. A lot of senators have clubs associated with their college, but this would make it so they would have at least one club with their constituents in it. It would improve communication. Senators could ask their club members’ opinions on proposed legislation, upcoming topics in Senate, etc.
Senator Holly Saltzman said this bill is good in theory. It would be hard to change club assignments. Making this mandatory would be difficult. You may not know exactly what a club does. It is more difficult for the pro tem.

Senator Wagner said he likes to have the freedom of choice as far as clubs. He requested College of Business clubs. In years past, it has been on a request basis.

Senator Steven Saltzman said he can already email his clubs and ask them what they think about issues they are voting on. He is not only representing students in his clubs. The bill isn’t necessary.

Senator Lazenby said there are two clubs she is working with that she is not over. They haven’t been getting emailed and informed, so she communicates with them. She supports this bill.

Senator Lankford said this bill is a good idea. There are occasionally things the Senate talks about going on within their college. It would be great to let constituents know about these topics. People involved in clubs are more likely to care and to be interested in what’s going on around campus. Senators need to be more involved in their colleges. It is a great way to pass information along. This bill will help future pro tempores to have a little more direction. It is not a restriction; it’s a clarification.

Pro Tem Stokes said as the pro tem, the consumption of time for the pro tem shouldn’t sway the Senate’s decision on this bill. By the end of the semester, there will be a list of clubs in a certain college. If they are miscellaneous clubs, they will be grouped as such. It is a great idea to be in charge of groups that are a part of a specific college. He supports the bill.

Senator Wilde agreed with Pro Tem Stokes. Once it is all set up, it will be easier for pro tempores in the future. This is an organization tool. Time is valuable.
Senator Zamora likes the bill. If senators have one club from their college, they will be more prone to talk to them personally. MOVE TO PREVIOUS. Chupp/Wilde. Unanimous. Senator Lazenby asked if the change will start now or next school year. It is up to the interpretation of the pro tempore. Objection. Vote. MOTION CARRIED. Vote. 16 yes, 3 no. MOTION CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS

1. Resolution 504—Chief of Staff
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The purpose of this resolution is to increase the Chief of Staff stipend to be equal to the Finance Officer’s stipend effective in the 2011/2012 school year.

WHEREAS:
The Chief of Staff’s work is equivalent to that of the Finance Officer’s, thus they should be paid equally.
    BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That we, the Student Senate of ASISU support increasing the Chief of Staff’s stipend to be equal to the Finance Officer’s stipend, effective in the 2011/2012 school year.
MOVE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 504. Zamora/S. Saltzman. Unanimous. Senator Wilde asked what this bill does. It would increase the stipend for the Chief of Staff. Objection. Discussion. Senator Zamora said they were first going to write a bill, but it doesn’t say the amounts of stipends anywhere in the Bylaws. It was a resolution that set the stipend before. Another resolution would override it. Lowell said stipend amounts are set during the budget process. Senator Wilde said if it is set already, the Finance Officer stipend could be reduced, and Chief of Staff would be reduced as well. He doesn’t see the need of the bill.

Senator Wagner said the idea of the bill is to put more backing to the decision from this body. They are resolving to say that the Chief of Staff does an amount of work comparable to that of the Finance Officer; therefore, their stipends should be equal.
Senator Steven Saltzman said the Chief of Staff currently gets a lot less than the Finance Officer. It is quite a bit of work for the small amount of pay. MOVE TO PREVIOUS. S. Saltzman/Zamora. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
2. Resolution 505—Vote of No Confidence
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The purpose of this resolution is to support the faculty in their vote of no confidence of President Vailas.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That we the Student Senate of ASISU support the faculty in their vote of no confidence of President Vailas.

MOVE TO TABLE RESOLUTION 505 FOR ONE WEEK. S. Saltzman/Vanek. Objection. Vote. MOTION FAILED. MOVE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 505. S. Saltzman/H. Saltzman. Objection. Discussion. Senator Steven Saltzman said this resolution is not about having no confidence. It is about supporting the faculty. It is showing our support for those leading our education.

Senator Vanek said she sponsored this resolution because she interacts with the faculty on a day to day basis, and not the administration. The vote of no confidence was in the 70th percentile. She is going to be a teacher and is biased. The number speaks for itself. We should support our faculty.
Senator Wagner objects to the resolution materially and principally. The reasons need to be student-driven as opposed to faculty-driven. The Faculty Senate is a large body. They represent a lot of people who have an opinion that lasts pages. If we were to have a vote of confidence or no confidence, it should be based on how President Vailas treats students, not faculty and staff. If we did have things to bring up to the president, we could voice it, set up a meeting, have a mediator, etc. The Faculty Senate has been through a long process. This bill doesn’t have enough substantial weight to prove that students at large don’t approve of President Vailas.

Senator Gower agrees with Senator Wagner. It is not our issue.
Senator Wilde said when the people who provide a service to us become dissatisfied, the service to us is often lessened. This is basically a business. When service providers are dissatisfied and we, the customers, don’t feel it, we haven’t felt it because the faculty hasn’t allowed us to feel it. He has talked with multiple people to try to come up with a better solution to the reorganization. They worked on it to no avail. It is not a light thing. It affects us. We need to consider that more. We could come up with our own resolution, but this resolution is in support of those who lead us every day.
Senator Holly Saltzman said this is a resolution to support our faculty. There is a governance problem. She agrees with the Faculty Senate. If we can’t speak freely in support of something the administration might not like, that shows that we don’t have a good or healthy relationship. If she disagrees with someone, she can speak openly and honestly about her disagreement. Previous. Objection.

Senator Lankford is looking at this from a student point of view. He said we don’t have anything to gain by passing or failing this resolution. There are risks of passing it either way. Until this point, we have maintained neutrality, and it has fared fine for us. It is important we realize the faculty has taken the brunt of this and they have buffered us from it. At the same time, looking long term, he doesn’t see anything to gain. MOVE TO POSTPONE VOTING ON THIS INDEFINITELY. C. Lankford/Knapp. Objection. Discussion. Senator Lankford said this is a third option. There are valid reasons for both sides.
Senator Wagner said if you worked for the media, this would be interpreted as a vote of no confidence. If we support the faculty’s no confidence vote, then we are not supporting President Vailas. It will go to newspapers and news stations. You have the choice to get angry from what your boss does. The faculty hasn’t had the right treatment, but we aren’t at the liberty to make this decision on behalf of students at large until we know what the students really think. MOVE TO PREVIOUS. Wagner/Gower. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. Vote. 13 yes, 3 no, 3 abstentions. MOTION CARRIED.
3. ASCE Contingency Fund Request

The American Society of Civil Engineers came before the Finance Committee and asked for $1800 to send members to a competition. They have already raised over $10,000. It was approved. MOVE TO APPROVE CONTINGENCY FUND REQUEST. Hurlburt/Lazenby. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
ADJOURNMENT

MOVE TO ADJOURN. Stokes/Knapp. ASISU Secretary took roll. All senators were present except Senator Holloway. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.  Meeting adjourned at 7:53pm.
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