ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF

IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY

STUDENT SENATE MEETING

SALMON RIVER SUITE, PSUB
7:00 pm

January 8, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
Chairwoman Brown, in the Salmon River Suite, PSUB, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

ROLL CALL

ASISU Assistant Jessica Alexander took roll.  All Senators were present with the exception of Senator Obi. ASISU Idaho Falls Vice President Noah House and Todd Itami were present. MOVE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS TO ADD TO ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE #1 VOTE FOR PROTEMPORE AND #2 REFERENDUM DISCUSSION, AND UNDER NEW BUSINESS BILL 265. Knapp/ Higbee. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.  

Presidents Report

President Sargent welcomed everyone back from the break. Governor Otter gave his state address today at 1 p.m. He is advocating a 13 million dollar increase for teachers’ salaries. He expressed that he wanted some sort of community college system set up. Matt Lovell is in Boise lobbying this semester. There are a few ASISU positions open. John Williams is going to be appointed to the program board to the open marketing position after approval. Senator Stone expressed her concern about students renting the Holt Arena and the cost of the Holt Arena. President Sargent addressed this issue. Senator Mattern asked President Sargent if anyone had applied for the open Arts and Sciences senator position. He has received two applications. He wants to allow two weeks for this position to be open. Time was yielded to Jacqueline Brown. She addressed the senate concerning the Nepalese Student Association. They want a loan for the Nepalese Night. Senator Young asked the club why they did not receive emergency funding. Senator Borrowman informed the senate that she thought that this loan was for clubs to utilize, and the senate should support clubs who want to utilize this fund. A student representative from the club addressed questions from the senate. MOVE TO APPROVE THE LOAN FOR NEPALESE STUDENT ASSOCIATION. Hargraves/ Itami. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.  
CHAIR REPORT
GALLERY QUESTION & ANSWER

Todd Itami informed the senate that Enrollment Planning is doing a study on retention and recruitment. They are doing two focus groups on ISU. They will be held on January 22 at 2 p.m. and January 29 at 3 p.m. located in the S.U.B. Please contact Todd if you are able to attend. Discussion occurred. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

1. Vote on Pro-tempore- With a vote of 11 yes and 7 no, Shawnee will remain the senate pro-tempore. 
2. Referendum Discussion – Senator Borrowman gave a recap of the Reed Gym Elections. Vice President Brown gave an overview of the budget process. They are scheduled for this week or next week. At this point in the school year, it may be too late to present a project to the state board of education. MOVE TO COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE. Borrowman/ Young. Objection. An amendment by Borrowman to put a 10 minute time limit on this discussion. A vote was taken. With a majority vote, MOTION CARRIED. Discussion occurred on the Reed Gym Project. Senator Borrowman informed the senate that they can come up with an option, but this project could not come before the State Board of Education until next year. Senator Stone informed the senate that she thought that we as students will have our tuition raised every year, so why not get something out of this tuition increase. Senator Hargraves informed the senate that option three is no longer an option, so we need to come up with a new option. Senator Ngazimbi questioned the senate on the fees being collected for this project. Senator Hargraves thought that being that the State Board approved a pool that we should use the money for the pool. Lowell Richards encouraged the senate to move forward on this project and chose an option. Senator Hargraves thought that it would be wise to get going on this issue. Senator Itami questioned an increase on part time students. Vice President Brown informed the senate that part time students would be given a disportional amount for an operating fee increase. President Sargent informed the senate that he would speak to President Vailas about this issue. MOVE OUT OF COMMITTEE. MOTION CARRIED. Senator Borrowman informed the senate that they have talked a lot about this issue, but had no results. Senator Stoddard thought that senate should discuss the method of approving a project. Senator Knapp agreed with Senator Stoddard. She thought that students would turn down a project if it was brought to referendum again. She does not feel comfortable about the Reed Gym Project. Senator Ngazimbi informed the senate that he agreed with Senator Hargraves in that this project was designed for a pool and that is what we should do. He felt that the senate would be ruining their credibility with students if senate did not hold another student referendum. Senator Bollinger thought that we should put the money towards what is used the most. He felt that they should not pass an increase without a referendum. Senator Hargraves thought that it would be shady if the senate did not allow for another referendum. Senator Young thought that the student body should be informed on why we retracted their votes. She thought that changing the plan to something other than a Reed Gym would be shady with the students. Senator Grover informed the senate that it was important to talk to their constituents. Steven Glenn addressed the senate. He informed them that just because they did not have an Election Board Chair did not mean that the Election Board could not host an election. He informed the senate that he thought that they would get another big turn out. Senator Olson informed the senate that she thought that senators were representatives of the students, and they should have some faith in themselves. Senator Fredrickson informed the senate that she thought that they should get a chance to vote. Senator Knapp was concerned with the time on this issue. She also thought that there should be some election guidelines before they have another referendum. Senator Borrowman informed the senate that she thought that there could be a reed gym vote along with the general election vote. Senator Stoddard informed the senate that he had no faith in the senate right now on making a decision on this issue. He informed the senate that he hoped that whatever decision they made would not be as dysfunctional as the last decision. Senator Bollinger thought that voter turnout might be greater this time around. Senator Ngazimbi thought that senators should be careful of the comments that they make to each other. He wants senators to focus on the issues at hand. MOVE TO DISCUSS THIS TOPIC DURING THE NEXT SENATE MEETING. Hargraves/ Olson. With a majority vote, MOTION CARRIED.
OLD BUSINESS
1. Bengal Ranger Club Reallocation MOVE TO TABLE THIS ITEM UNTIL THE NEXT SENATE MEETING. Itami/ Fredrickson. A vote was taken. With a unanimous vote, MOTION CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS

1. Bill 265 – Distribution of the ASISU Scholarship Fund – Senator Itami informed the senate of the purpose of this bill. MOVE TO SEND BILL 265 TO RULES COMMITTEE. Itami/ Olson. Unanimous called. MOTION CARRIED.
Senator Stone brought up an attendance issue. The role will be double checked. Vice President Brown informed the senate that they had been advertising for an election board chair. The election guidebook is in process of being created.  
ADJOURNMENT

MOVE TO ADJOURN. Hargraves/ Fredrickson.  UNANIMOUS CALLED. MOTION CARRIED.  Meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm.

______________________                                              ___________________________

ASISU VICE PRESIDENT                                            Student Union Director
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