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5:30PM
SEPTEMBER 29, 2010
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:30pm by Finance Committee Chair Tyler Liddle.
ROLL CALL

ASISU Secretary, Emily Koskella, took roll. All Finance Committee Members were present. MOVE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 22, 2010 WITH THE AMENDMENT TO CHANGE HOLLY BULLOCK TO HOLLY SALTZMAN UNDER NEW BUSINESS ITEM 2, SECOND PARAGRAPH FROM THE BOTTOM. H. Saltzman/Lazenby. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. MOVE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA TO ADD UNDER OLD BUSINESS SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS AND UNDER NEW BUSINESS NEW CLUB FUND REQUEST, GRADUATE STUDENT ASSOCIATION CLUB FUND REQUEST, AND GIACO YANEZ. W. Lankford/S. Saltzman. Unanimous called. MOTION CARRIED.
CHAIR’S REPORT
Chair Liddle announced there will be no Finance Committee meeting next week.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE

OLD BUSINESS
1. Anderson Center Request—Elizabeth Kusko
Elizabeth said last week, the Finance Committee allotted $250 for Walk a Mile in Her Shoes. They got an estimate from Chartwell’s for 200 walking tacos, costing $450 total, $2.25 per person. A cheaper alternative would be to get 30 dozen assorted cookies, totaling $164.70, and 70 cans of soda, totaling $84.70. The decision is up to the Finance Committee. They included ASISU on every press release. The community is also doing a week-long commitment to rally against violence toward women, and advertising as such. The name of ASISU is included with those too. The event is from 10am to 2pm on the quad next Wednesday. They are leaning toward the soda and cookies. Senator Steven Saltzman is in favor of giving them whatever money they need. He said soda is not a good choice. Water or juice would be better. They could have punch bowls of water for free. They are expecting more participants this year than last. Senator Holly Saltzman wants to make sure they have enough for spectators and participants. It would be best to order cookies and drinks. MOVE TO INCREASE THE BUDGET TO $300. H. Saltzman/S. Saltzman. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. Elizabeth asked what the Finance Committee would like to do. Senator Lazenby said water would be better than soda for participants. However, spectators may want soda. Elizabeth suggested having 26 dozen cookies, 70 cans of soda, and 30 bottles of water. Senator Holly Saltzman said it would be good to get the water for free. We will approve it at Senate meeting tonight. Senator Steven Saltzman said he went to the website and could not locate the sponsor sheet. He asked where to find the sheet to get sponsored. Elizabeth said they have not made a sponsor sheet this year. It is a flat $25 to participate. I.F. VP Mortimer asked if it is being put on in Idaho Falls this year. Yes, it is scheduled for Thursday, October 7, in the afternoon. Ches Barnes is organizing it. Usually he is the only participant. They are not coordinating with publicity. I.F. VP Mortimer asked if he can get some of their advertising, because Ches is out of town. Elizabeth will inter-department mail flyers to him.
2. School of Performing Arts-- Thom Hasenpflug, John Schroeder
Thom thanked the committee for getting this on the agenda quicker than they expected. Every year, the theatre and dance program petitions ASISU for some revenue and transfer funds, amounting to $50,000 to $60,000. Over time, the amount has been dwindling. They are coming up thousands of dollars short. It is money that is being allocated within ASISU’s currently existing budget. Their proposal is to free up that item and create an item kind of like the marching band. It would be a dedicated fee. It would become part of aggregated student fees. If it is in the interest of students, they would like to do it. In one respect, students could pay the price of a ticket up front in semester fees, and then go to any of their productions for free. Students are the reason they are on campus. Students are in the productions. He is aware not every student on campus wants to go to plays. It is a worthwhile endeavor. There is no budget for a lot of necessary expenses. They would put on more productions if they had the funding. They are prepared for questions.

Senator Steven Saltzman asked how many students are attending plays. John said they have 400 to 500 attendees per production. They hold three main stage productions, a dance concert, a readers’ theatre, and other smaller productions per year. Senator Steven Saltzman asked if it is the same students attending each time, or if it is different students. Some students are required to attend for classes. There is certainly a cohort of students that go to multiple shows. It depends on the genre of the production. Senator Steven Saltzman asked if they are asking to be a line item. They would like to become a dedicated fee.

I.F. VP Mortimer asked how many students from Idaho Falls are coming down here that would have to pay that fee. Thom said only about 8500 students would pay the fees. It is only the core student body. Lowell said it is all full time or part time students or both. They cannot segregate just Pocatello student out of the fees. A total of 17,000 full time students are budgeted for the year. Part time students total 20,000 credit hours. Idaho falls, Meridian, and Twin Falls are included.

Senator Holly Saltzman said the arts are very important and we are losing them across the board. We need to utilize the Performing Arts Center. She wants to make sure it’s something the students want. She asked if students get a discount for shows as it is. Student tickets are currently $7 per production, including parking. If a production were free, there would be no parking charge. John said until 5 years ago, ticket prices were free. Senator Holly Saltzman asked if students would have selective seating. All main stage productions are reserved seating. Senator Holly Saltzman said everyone should have a say. In the past, student government has done surveys with students, testing the waters on what they would want. She would like to see a survey put out to the students. Thom said whether it is ISU Student Senate or U.S. Senate, there are mandatory taxes. No student will want to pay more fees. They are trying to be realistic and legitimate. They don’t want to request money from ASISU every year. Senator Holly Saltzman said we could work together to create an issue campaign. Locally, when legislators want to pass something, they hold an issue campaign and take it to the public to get a general consensus. We want to make sure students understand before making decisions. Thom would be willing to hold an informational session open to students. Lowell said it is the Finance Committee’s decision. Any time a new dedicated fee is created, it is a recommendation from ASISU to the budget committee and to the president. The last few years they have not allowed activity fees to be increased. In fact, activity fees were reduced over the last few years. The administration is focusing on putting everything toward academics. There was a 15% reduction over the last three years in activity fees across the board. Entities are not guaranteed the same dedicated fee every year. If there is a state holdback, the university backfills that holdback with student activity fees. Entities receiving a dedicated fee must still plan their budget each year. The administration is trying to keep activity fees to a minimum. President Jahnke will have discussions with the president and budget committee. Another option is to reallocate line item money to a dedicated fee. You don’t have to go through the State Board to create a dedicated fee. John said it affects their entire program. Friday night, they open their 81st season. He is a club advisor on campus. Performing Arts faculty members engage in activity on behalf of students and are willing to walk the talk.
I.F. VP Mortimer asked if they brought their current budget and dollar amounts receiving this year. They currently receive $52,276 per year from ASISU. Erin Joy is the marketing manager. I.F. VP Mortimer asked if they have looked into how much they need yearly. He asked if they have a budget to back their need up year to year. Finance Committee needs to see that as a part of their decision. John said they received around $80,000 per year in the 80s. The box office is accounting for a higher amount of that. In the past, any box office overage could be put toward capital equipment. Now it just covers production cost. They are not able to replace equipment as it breaks down. Chair Liddle thanked them for coming. They will be in touch. Chair Liddle will email Erin and request a budget sufficient for them to operate.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Matched Deposits
Psychology Graduate Students Association: $226.67; Marketing Association: $13.33; American Nuclear Society: $472.49; ALMAS Idaho Falls: $147.75
MOVE TO APPROVE MATCHED FUNDING REQUESTS. Mortimer/S. Saltzman. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.

2. New Club Fund Request

Biological Graduate Student Association is requesting initial funding in the amount of $500. MOVE TO APPROVE NEW CLUB FUND REQUEST. Mortimer/C. Lankford. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.

3. Graduate Student Association Club Fund Request

The club is petitioning for C.E.A.S.A.R. club funding. They claim to have turned their request into the Involvement Center and also through email. They attached their email to their petition. The Involvement Center said there were no records of them turning in the request. The request is required for them to receive funding. Finance Officer Gombert looked in the spreadsheets, and there is no record found there either. Their request was never brought up in a meeting.
Senator Holly Saltzman asked if they have proof of an email. The deadline was in March before spring break. The email was sent out in time. It is a matter of whether they submitted the extra forms to the Involvement Center.

VP Lankford said they were lenient in the past when clubs put forth effort to submit requests. It can be a confusing process for clubs. She would be in favor of giving the club the funding.

Senator Holly Saltzman said the email was there in time. We don’t want to set the precedent of being too trusting. There are deadlines to be held. We must make sure clubs are following guidelines.

VP Lankford said ASISU hasn’t been the most straightforward and set guidelines. We have accepted late things in the past.

Senator Lankford asked how much they are requesting total. MOVE TO APPROVE WITH A $100 DEDUCTION. S. Saltzman/H. Saltzman. Objection. Discussion. Senator Steven Saltzman said it shows in the email that they tried to send the form.

Senator Zamora asked if we have any other records besides the email of this. No, the email is the only record. Senator Zamora asked how we approve it.  Previous. Objection. Finance Officer Gombert said some groups were docked $200. The committee may want to consider more of a reduction. Senator Holly Saltzman said she is ok with a $100 deduction. Move To Previous. H. Saltzman/W. Lankford. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. Vote. Unanimous. Objection. Division. 4 yes, 5 no. MOTION FAILED.
4. Giaco Yanez

Giaco thanked VP Lankford for letting him come. He is in the Anthropology Club. He was offered an opportunity to attend the United Nations and a two day conference. The conference is in accordance with mass communication and anthropology. Three Mayan elders will be speaking at the event. Giaco took this on as a personal interest. He just transferred to Idaho State. He obtained press passes for the UN and for the conference granting all access at the United Nations. He will be involved with a filmmaker on a documentary of the president of the Mayan National Council. They are working to unite multiple indigenous groups across the world. He will accompany the president of the Mayan National Council during the entire experience. The film will be globally distributed in 2011. He needs funding for travel expenses. He was already granted Office of Marketing and Communications, Office of Leadership Evelopment, and Student Affairs funding. He hasn’t yet been given an exact amount of funding granted. He is being represented through the Anthropology Club. This is a significant opportunity for him as an individual and for the club. He will be interviewed and provide video footage on “State of Mind,” an ISU TV program, at the end of this year. He asked the Senate Finance Committee to consider offering additional funds. He has been provided small amounts. His ultimate goal is $1,485. He needs assistance with lodging, airfare, transportation, meals, and miscellaneous costs. He has already been promised $500. This isn’t just a random project. He is gaining a lot of support from multiple departments. They all want to help. He has a letter from the president of the Anthropology Club. This all happened within a week. Everything is set in place except attaining funds.
Chair Liddle asked when he needs the money. He is leaving October 7.

Senator Holly Saltzman said we will have to suspend bylaws to get this through. She said the more work he has to do to get funding, the less he can prepare for his trip.

Senator Steven Saltzman said it is an awesome opportunity. MOVE TO APPROVE $300 WITH THE STIPULATION HE COMES TO THE SENATE IN A MONTH OR TWO AND TELL ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE. S. Saltzman/H. Saltzman. Objection. Discussion. Senator Zamora asked where the money will come from. That will be under President Jahnke’s discretion. Previous. Vote. MOTION CARRIED.
OTHER

ADJOURNMENT
MOVE TO ADJOURN. C. Lankford/Zamora. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. Meeting adjourned at 6:36pm.
