ASSOCIATED TC "Finance Meeting Example" \f C \l "3"  STUDENTS OF

IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

CLEARWATER room 5:30PM
FEBRUARY 2, 2009
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:32pm by Finance Committee Chair Kyle Woodhouse.
ROLL CALL

ASISU Secretary, Emily Koskella, took roll. All Finance Committee Members were present. MOVE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM JANUARY 26, 2009 WITH THE AMENDMENT TO ADD BUDGET LINE ITEMS.  Allbright/Jensen. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. MOVE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH THE ADDITION OF THE LINE ITEM BUDGET PRESENTATIONS. Allbright/Jensen. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Senator Woodhouse announced the committee members shouldn’t judge those programs that missed the line item budget presentations last week. The students are what matter.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE

OLD BUSINESS
1. Civic Symphony, Sue Parker
Sue thanked the committee for another chance to present. She said more and more students are attending concerts. The last two concerts have been sold out. 326 students attended concerts. All of the choirs are involved. Choirs are involved at least once per year in concerts. She talked with Von Bringhurst, a music student, who was happy he could get into the concerts. He said if he had to pay, he wouldn’t attend. Senator Saltzman said Sue had good paperwork. Fiscal Officer Woodhouse commended Sue on the poster. Senator Woodhouse thanked her for coming.
2. Theatre/Dance ISU,  Erin Joy
Erin apologized for missing the line item budget presentations last week; her roof caved in and she had a flood. She knows money cuts are mandatory this year. Over 900 students came to see productions last semester due to increased participation. They have held more service projects and fundraisers than in the past. She said they held a scholarship fundraiser where 260 people from the community came and participated in the event. During the summer, five students worked in New York, Washington, and Virginia in theatre programs. They had to cut a production this year, saving $5,000 in costs. Taking out the amount they would have received from the concert, actual savings were $1,500 to $2,000. She said they talked about cutting the touring program for theatre and dance students because companies are charging more and there is not enough money to do that this year if the budget is decreased at all. Senator Woodhouse commended Erin on her good paperwork. Fiscal Officer Woodhouse asked how much dance is involved in her programs. Erin said Dance participation is minor, they only put on one production per year. President Spencer asked how many students participate in the productions. She said all actors on stage are students and the number of those students depends on the show. On average, she has 10 to 12 actors on stage and 15 to 20 behind the scenes. Senator Woodhouse thanked her.
3. KISU, Jerry Miller
Jerry appreciates all the committee does and asked if the committee has had a chance to read his papers. He said it comes down to the fact that if they choose to play one kind of music, they would be competing with big companies with professional announcers, etc. Public radio is a great format to look at. KISU is the most listened to public radio station in the area. They pay for results of a market survey over a 4 to7 week period during the spring. It surveys listeners from Pocatello to Rexburg. Last spring, of the 18 stations, KISU was the eighth most listened to station in the area. On Saturday mornings from 6 – 10am, KISU ranked number two. The amount of people that tune in to KISU every week is about 8,000. Numbers in the Idaho Falls market have increased. Many want to help sponsor programming on KISU. He will not project any increase in revenues. They are down in individual donors and sales from last year. KISU is the only public radio station in Eastern Idaho that is focusing on individual donations. Within 3 to 4 years, revenues will exceed $100,000 per year with a full time worker. They received a $65,000 grant from Corporation of Public Broadcasting (CPB). This grant is helping the budget tremendously. Jerry plans to use the next two years to bring the budget out of the black. He is confident they’ll be able to do that. They are purchasing new traffic logging and billing software, allowing them to take care of all the billing inside the station. They will handle the billing and the software will help keep track of that. He is pleased about the grant. He is using some of the money to promote station activities, increase listeners, and get financial support from the community. They actually exceeded the number of minimum listeners needed to qualify for the grant. The CPB wants to make sure the money is used to move stations forward. Senator Saltzman asked how many employees work at the station. They have anywhere from 9 to 15 employees. Next year, they will have around the same number of employees depending on the budget. He hopes to build more relationships with academics. Senator Saltzman asked if Jerry is planning on paying the employees less next semester. They are getting new technology so they can automate broadcasting; they won’t have to have someone in the station at all times. Senator Messenger asked how many years the grant is for. It is granted from year to year. The rules were relaxed, and that is how KISU qualified. Senator Woodhouse asked about the benefits for students of having a radio station. It provides real life experience in radio, it build bridges with mass communication, and it is an opportunity to work for credit, not for money. Senator Woodhouse asked what sports they cover. They cover women’s soccer and volleyball home games. They also cover all women’s basketball games, home and away. KISU receives $5,000 per year from the Athletic Department to broadcast them. Senator Woodhouse asked if an ISU entity wants an advertisement, would they get a better rate. There are different rates: nonprofit, for profit, and campus, which is less than half of what they charge businesses. Fiscal Officer Woodhouse asked if the station recognizes ASISU on the air. During ball games, they mention that KISU receives major funding from ASISU and other sources. Also, they broadcast it at least every hour during regular programming. Senator Allbright asked what CSG funds are. It is an acronym for the grant they receive. CSG is Community Service Grant. Senator Woodhouse thanked him for coming. KISU will be on track to pay back what they received last year as long as they maintain funding.
MOVE TO APPROVE STATUS QUO FOR ALL LINE ITEMS. Spencer/Jensen. Senator Woodhouse asked everyone to abstain from voting if they’re involved in the groups. President Spencer said if they’re voting for a status quo, they’re not benefiting or denying a group. Fiscal Officer Woodhouse doesn’t think they should vote to approve the same amount of money. She thinks the committee needs to look at them and take into consideration fairness. She doesn’t see why the International Affairs Council is not a club. Student attendance isn’t high enough to get that money. President Spencer said it was the intent and purpose to balance last year. MOTION RETRACTED. President Spencer said the Senate has the power to change the amount of money if they feel it is right. He doesn’t feel comfortable cutting a program just for the sake of cutting it. VP Butticci said they can discuss this at the next meeting. Senator Woodhouse asked if they all agree it should be an equity argument. Lowell said he thinks they should make the decisions based on credit hour, not on the number of students. VP Butticci asked if there is a deadline. President Spencer said they need to have all the information they need in two weeks. The Finance meeting is at 5:00pm next week. Senator Woodhouse told the committee members to do their homework and read the information they have received.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Matched Deposits: Psychology $75.00, American Fishery Society $465.00 and FCA $33.50
2. New Club Funding: ISU Mudslingers. They are asking for $500 to recruit new members and to put on club activities. It is a pottery club.
MOVE TO APPROVE MATCHED DEPOSITS AND NEW CLUB FUNDING. Spencer/Butticci. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.

MOVE TO PULL $ .25 PER STUDENT OUT OF THE EXECUTIVE BUDGET PERMANENTLY TO FUND CIVIC SYMPHONY FOR LINE ITEM THIS YEAR. Spencer/Woodhouse. Discussion. Senator Woodhouse wondered if they should do it now or if things will change for the line items. It may be a problem for next year. President Spencer said it will be a permanent change. Senator Woodhouse said it would be cutting the executive budget for next year and for the next president. President Spencer said it is their role is to adjust the budget. There are many groups that they told to have a tight budget. President Spencer said they should give this one group more money and stay at the status quo for the others. Fiscal Officer Woodhouse said the International Affairs Council is the only other organization asking for an increase in funds. President Spencer feels comfortable and confident in pulling that money out of the executive budget. The Finance committee can discuss the IAC request later. It has proved to be a cost benefit to the students. Fiscal Officer Woodhouse pointed out the Civic Symphony is asking for $5,000, not $4,000. Senator Woodhouse said there was money set aside. VP Butticci asked if they want to take money out of the executive budget, does that mean the student government money will go down forever. President Spencer said this body will adjust it every year as they see fit. Previous. President Spencer said they will amend it to $5,000. Vote. MOTION CARRIED.
OTHER

ADJOURNMENT
MOVE TO ADJOURN. Messenger/Spencer. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. Meeting adjourned at 6:29pm.
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