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CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:12pm by Finance Committee Chair Casidy Jahnke.
ROLL CALL

ASISU Secretary, Emily Koskella, took roll. All Finance Committee Members were present except President Knight. MOVE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 10, 2010.  Liddle/Summers. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. MOVE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH THE AMENDMENT TO STRIKE UNDER NEW BUSINESS MATCHED DEPOSITS. Liddle/Woodhouse. Unanimous called. MOTION CARRIED.  

CHAIR’S REPORT
ANNOUNCEMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE

OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
Line Item Budget Presentations
Theatre ISU—Erin Joy, Business Manager
They have more students at ISU this year, and the trend is increasing. The budget continually decreases. They have specific things they want to address, as well as the university support taken from their account. It was explained to their group that the money being cut goes back to Finance and Administration or to the Administration in general. They are paying their tuition. Their student fees should go toward activities. They have strong student support. Many students are visiting the meeting from Theatre ISU. They have to cut back on show options. They would like a set budget every year. They are asking to maintain their current level. Students attend their productions. They would like to not have to charge students to attend. They don’t want to increase ticket prices. Theatre ISU programs used to be free to students. They have 250 to 300 students attending each production. Senator Briggs thinks they are doing great things. He wishes he had more information. When they get definite numbers, they should address this issue of their organization. He thinks they do great. Senator Woodhouse said the budget fluctuates with the amount of students attending ISU. They should fight for a set budget. A dedicated fee is a fee students pay no matter what. Numbers would still fluctuate with enrollment. Erin said they want stability. Senator Liddle asked if they have someone that reconciles their budget every month. Yes they do. Senator Summers asked if there has been an increase in participation in Theatre ISU. It depends on the play. They have an increasing number attending classes and participating. Participants include students that work in design and costume, box office, and entire cast and crew. Productions are student run. They don’t have to recruit people from the community to participate anymore, like they have in the past. They have Danson, Alpha Psi Omega, and the US Institute for Technical Theatre (USITT). Senator Summers asked how many workshops they put on. USITT does at least one workshop per month for high schools, and about one per semester at the university level. High school workshops usually have 30 to 50 students attending. Senator Summers asked about attendance. The theatre they use most often has about 400 seats. Each night, they have 50 to 70 students attend. Finance Officer Messenger asked if they charge for students. They charge $5 per ISU student and $14 for everyone else. Finance Officer Messenger asked what they would do if they were to get cut. They would cut student work hours. The next thing would be cutting different services like touring, guests to the university, and professionals coming to ISU. Last is raising ticket prices and cutting shows. VP Dickinson asked if they have solid numbers for attendance or if it is just an estimate. Erin said those numbers are an average from ticket sales. VP Dickinson asked how many total are attending each production. There was a total of about 1,550 students last year that attended productions. She doesn’t have numbers on the community. I.F. VP Mortimer asked to how many students the scholarships go. This year there are 10 scholarships in theatre, and four in dance. Most of that money is raised by their department. I.F. VP Mortimer asked how many students they are paying. There are 20 students being paid currently. I.F. VP Mortimer said Theatre ISU is receiving more money than all the outreach campuses put together.
International Affairs Council—Nicole Reed, President of IAC, Donna Lybecker, Advisor
Nicole said being president furthers her skills in public speaking, running meetings, and getting into something prestigious. It teaches a lot of commitment and responsibility. She is a transfer student. She knew about the Frank Church Symposium before she transferred to ISU. It allows students to learn about different types of jobs. They have delegates that come from outside of the US. It helps students get an idea of different cultures that are out there. It economically benefits them. It allows businesses in town to profit from delegates visiting the campus. IAC sets ISU apart. There are ten institutions in the US like our symposium, and most are at private colleges. The closest one is in Berkeley. Senator Liddle asked what the Frank Church Fund is, where the money comes from, and what it is used for. They are the donations designated for the Frank Church Symposium. That is their security blanket. Donna said this year, they will use $5,000 out of the Frank Church Fund to carry out the symposium. Next year is the 40th anniversary. Senator Woodhouse said last year they had a leftover of $2,800. He said ASISU funded them last year. He asked why that money was not used. They didn’t have as many delegates come last year, and the delegates were more local. This year they have more. They don’t know where their delegates will come from. VP Dickinson commended them on the packet. It is very detailed. She likes the breakdown of the numbers. Finance Officer Messenger asked if they surveyed attendees of the symposium to see if they would come if they had to pay to attend. Nicole said 60% of students said they would not pay. They don’t have the figures for community members. Finance Officer Messenger asked what specifically they would cut corners on if they had decreases in funding. Nicole said they could try to get delegates that are closer to have lesser travel costs. They want to keep it as diverse as possible. Donna said instead of three days, they could bring it down to two days or have a speaker series. They have talked about a number of scenarios. Senator Summers said she likes that ISU is one in ten universities that does this. She asked how many students are regularly involved in the council. There are 43 signed up, and 22 who attend regularly. Their numbers have increased from last year. Spring last year they had 15 to 18 students attending regularly. They have more members this year. Senator Summers asked what they do in weekly meetings. They have been making sure they have hotel rooms, restaurants, plaques, honorariums, drivers, specific topics, etc. All are student responsibilities. The correspondence committee finds delegates and works on getting a diverse group of people. Publicity takes charge in the spring letting people know about the symposium. When the symposium takes place, the host committee works on making the delegates comfortable and helping everything run smoothly. Senator Woodhouse asked if the meals part pays just for dinners for delegates or for club members as well. They cover breakfast, lunch, and dinner for all delegates, plus all members that decide to go for Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. Breakfast is part of the hotel. I.F. VP Mortimer said this is the first time he has heard of it. For future reference, try to include Idaho Falls campus in publicity. He is excited about their topic.

Recycling/S.A.V.E.—Shane Ostermeier
It has been an interesting transition. One staff member retired. Shane is going to make the recommendation to zero this account out. S.A.V.E. is working on becoming a student organization. Other things like the blood drive will be handled within the student union. Senator Liddle asked if blood drives were the only thing the money was organized for. They needed to buy cookies, juice, and Earth Week supplies. Senator Liddle asked where recycling comes in. Originally, ISU coordinated pickups. There are going to be transitions with the city picking up recycling. Senator Bloxham asked if the blood drive money will have to be reapportioned to whoever is running it. No, the Union will absorb that with a program they will put on. They will work out deals with Chartwell’s.
Student Government—Tyler Liddle
He said he works closely with President Knight on the budget. For next year, they will decrease ASISU funds. The reason is they will not be paying financial tech and benefits from this account. The Symphony is its own line item. They are decreasing the president’s discretionary. They are putting more money into elections, homecoming, and a lobbyist. They created a Senate discretionary fund of $2,500. They are increasing the Idaho Falls student government VP discretionary fund and taking the away room rental line. Policies and procedures say they don’t have to cater to that. They reallocated money different places. They are increasing the telephone. The biggest change is they are moving the financial tech. Senator Briggs asked to clarify why they increased the telephone. The president gets a Blackberry. Last year they ran over budget. They will put more money in that part of the budget. Senator Briggs asked if it is just for the president’s phone. It is several office phones. Senator Woodhouse said he thought that with Senator Gower’s bill on the Contingency Fund the Senate could spend the money as they wished. He thought that would be the discretionary fund. He is wondering if there is a need for a Senate discretionary fund. Senator Liddle said he doesn’t remember the rules. The president wanted something in there for the Senate to use. Senator Woodhouse asked the rules on spending. It depends on where they are spending. VP Dickinson said she disagrees with taking away the room rental for the I.F. VP. If ASISU is paying for their travel, they shouldn’t take the room rental away. Senator Bloxham asked if travel expense is just fuel. Yes, it is. Senator Summers asked what legal advice funds cover. Senator Liddle said it covers free legal aid to students. An attorney comes in the office twice a month so students can meet with him to get legal advice. It pays for office visits and advertising. Senator Briggs said he is for the Senate discretionary fund. When they lobby, they need an allocated space where they can get money. They need to tighten how they acquire that money. He asked why there is an increase in elections. The president decided to increase it. Senator Briggs asked what the room rental is. The I.F. VP comes for Senate meetings and ASISU pays for the cost for the room if they stay overnight. The university policies and procedures say they shouldn’t pay for it. Senator Bloxham asked if that policy would continue next year. Senator Briggs said it encourages the Idaho Falls student government officers to stay and mingle with ISU students. Senator Woodhouse asked if there was money allocated this year that they haven’t been able to use. VP Dickinson said it was put in the budget. Starting this year, President Knight removed the expense line. Senator Woodhouse asked why President Knight decides that. Lowell said it is against university policy if it is on the campus. It is against travel policy. A good thing to do is make a request for the Student Union Advisory Board, asking to waive fees on a nightly basis. MOVE TO EXTEND DISCUSSION. Dickinson/Mortimer. Unanimous. Objection. Vote. Division. MOTION FAILED. MOVE TO RECONSIDER. Liddle/Bloxham. Vote. Division. MOTION FAILED.
Student Organizations—Val Davids
Val announced the S.A.V.E. constitution will come to the Senate Monday night. She provides workshops, event planning, marketing, budget, motivation fundraising, and new officer training. Student Organization Fairs will be done twice a year. She did it in conjunction with Week of Welcome this year. The Student Union did the picnic and SAB had entertainment. It was an awesome event. She will keep doing the fairs. She brought in a speaker, Marcus Engel, who spoke on motivation. He held two separate workshops.. Over 100 students attended. She would like to do Quiz Bowl. Boise state is on board. The cost for Quiz Bowl would be more manageable than College Bowl. Her office has cosponsored with Leadership Week. She does things with Greeks. Senator Summers asked if they are going to employ students. The financial tech and student worker working with finances were shifted into the Student Organizations budget. Normally out of that, she would have one student with 10 to 12 hours a week. Half of her salary is in the Student Organizations budget. Finance Officer Messenger asked why benefits tripled. Eni said it includes full time and part time. They moved Katelyn into that. Val’s role deals with both SAB and Student Organizations. They put half of Val’s salary in each of the two budgets. Senator Briggs asked why Quiz Bowl would come out of Student Organizations. Val said College Bowl was not within the budget, but Quiz Bowl is. For the most part, it is groups within Student Organizations that participate in those types of things. Finance Officer Messenger asked what they would cut to make things run more efficiently. She would cut more of programming aspects or travel.
MOVE TO RECESS UNTIL AARON MCCABE ARRIVES. Briggs/Liddle. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED.
Meeting called back to order at 6:31
Student Activities Board—Aaron McCabe, Val Davids
This year their big goal has been marketing with new ideas, like the cut out signs. They’ve been cutting back on posters because students aren’t really looking at them. Walls and windows are cluttered with them. During SexEd week, they used mattresses to advertise. SAB has started doing Facebook ads. They have gotten a new response. The ISU website is updated almost every week. They learned in the fall that concerts aren’t really working unless it is a big name artist. Students want concerts, but want to know the artists. They have tried other things. They have started offering a more broad aspect of events. They had the calendars ready to hand out by the first day of school at the beginning of the school year. Sanjeev, the Education Chair, left in January, but had already booked some events. Nuttin’ but Stringz came last semester and had a turnout of over 530 people. They tried to get Sister Hazel, but it fell through. Emerson Drive fell through. They are trying for James Otto. They are waiting to figure out if it is going through. It is difficult to get big names booked. Parents Week this fall was successful. Over 75 parents attended. They worked with housing, ambassadors, and athletics for the event. Tailgating is going well. Movies are great and well attended. Bingo is huge. The SAB members have to work office hours. If they don’t work, they don’t get paid. Coming up is a murder mystery dinner for SpringFest. They provide graphic artist assistance to student groups to come in and make posters for $22. Senator Summers asked how well the punch cards are going. They have handed out 800 cards already this spring. SAB expects a good turnout. Finance Officer Messenger asked how many events are considered big. There are about two big events per year. This year, they have the quad party, murder mystery, and one other. Their big events budget is between good and excellent artist costs. If it keeps getting cut, it will be harder to find bands that students want. Val said just to book James Otto, it will be close to $25,000 with all costs. It is good to have an event like that. They want to make sure students get a good deal for their fees. Senator Bloxham said in the past there has been money left over. He asked from where the excess comes. He asked how devastating it would be to other facets to cut from the smaller parts and put it into the big events budget. Aaron said it would miss Bingo, tailgating, or donkey basketball; that is one or two events per chair per semester. Chairs are good with working with their budget. Val said last year they had a carryover because they made a huge profit off Secondhand Serenade. They also received more work study funds.
OTHER

ADJOURNMENT
MOVE TO ADJOURN. Liddle/Mortimer. Unanimous. MOTION CARRIED. Meeting adjourned at 6:47pm.
