
isj forumforum
A4   SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2009� Idaho state Journal

doonesbury By Garry Trudeau mallard fillmore by bruce tinsley

	 THUMBS UP: To former Pocatellan Park 
Price, named as the new chairman of the 
board and chief executive officer of Bank of 
Idaho. Price was a Pocatello auto dealer and 
civic leader before moving to Idaho Falls to 
serve as president of the bank. He succeeds 
William F. Rigby in his new post.

	 THUMBS DOWN: 
To the Public Charter 
School Commission 
for failing to notice 
that the Coeur d’Alene 
Charter Academy has 
been using the Bible 
in classes at the 
school since 1999. The 
commission has rep-
rimanded the Nampa 
Classical Academy for 
its planned use of re-
ligious texts in the classroom, and also issued 
a notice of defect for a variety of reasons, in-
cluding failure to comply with public records 
law and permit oversight visits by commission 
personnel.
	 The U.S. Supreme Court banned ceremo-
nial school Bible readings in 1963 but said 
“the Bible is worthy of study for its literary 
and historic qualities” so long as material “is 
presented objectively as part of a secular pro-
gram of education.”

	 THUMBS UP: To Gov. Butch Otter’s des-
ignation of “Vernon J. Baker Day” in Coeur 
d’Alene, in honor of the only living African-
American Medal of Honor recipient from 
World War II. Baker, who lives in St. Maries, 
turned 90 on Thursday. He was awarded the 
Medal of Honor in 1997 for leading a two-day 
successful assault in 1945 against an Italian 
mountain stronghold occupied by German sol-
diers. Otter is quoted as saying “Baker’s valor 
and sacrifice helped preserve Americans’ 
freedoms, and Idaho is grateful and humbled 
by his civic virtue.” Baker also holds a Bronze 
Star, Purple Heart and Distinguished Service 
Cross.

	 THUMBS UP: To organizers of the Boise 
Open golf tournament, who reported the event 
raised more than $1.23 million this year, a 
record. The money will be distributed among 
92 Treasure Valley nonprofit organizations. 
Since 1999, the Albertson’s Boise Open has 
distributed more than $10.5 million to local 
community organizations.

	 THUMBS UP: To the Salt Lake City police 
department for installing a Web-based system 
which allows the public to file or get a copy 
of a report for vehicle burglary or tampering, 
hit-and-run accidents, theft, identity theft, 
vandalism, lost property or harassing phone 
calls. Police Chief Chris Burbank says the sys-
tem increases convenience for the public and 
keeps officers available to respond to higher 
priority calls. Police personnel will review 
submitted reports and treat the information 
as if it had been collected by an officer in the 
field. If it results in more openness, it sounds 
like a good deal for the public.
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Fundraiser
	 Thumbs up to Tendoy PTA 
for using a local business as 
its fundraiser this month. 
The students sold 1,071 bags 
of fresh, gourmet popcorn 
for a profit of $2,300. This not 
only supports our students, 
but it also helps keep a lo-
cal business open. Ten days 
from the time the students 
took their order forms home, 
they were delivering the 
popcorn to their supporters. 
Other smaller groups as well 
as students raising money 
for their American Heritage 
Tour have been selling the 
popcorn also. It’s a win-
win situation for Pocatello! 
Thanks again to all those who 
participated.  
	 Sharon Bennett for The 
	 Popcorn Shop and More,
	 Pocatello

Simpson
	 I thought Rep. Simp-
son was a conservative 
Republican. I guess I was 
wrong. The article in the 
journal listing the PORK he 
brought home should buy 
him enough votes to stay in 
power for awhile. He obvi-
ously doesn’t get the con-
nection between my money 
and funny money that comes 
from heaven.  
	 I added up the pork and it 
comes to $24,240,000. If all 
435 Congress members do 
the same it comes to a whop-
ping $10,544,400,000. This 
is just what I would do if I 
were going broke. I would 
borrow money to spend 
on stuff I don’t absolutely 
need. Remember, the U.S. 
government (you) is over $1 
trillion in debt just this year, 
you owe over $14 trillion. 

When did it become a badge 
of honor to use my money to 
buy my vote?  
	 We owe so much money to 
the Chinese that we have to 
be nice to them so we won’t 
be barefoot and naked. We 
don’t make anything in this 
country anymore, even the 
stuff we put together is made 
in another country. This idea 
of spending money we don’t 
have on stuff we can do 
without has got to stop. This 
is akin to losing my job, los-
ing my house, my car and 
taking a cruise to Europe 
to solve my problems.   Re-
member, every dollar we 
borrow will be paid to the 
Chinese by our children’s 
children. The only way to 
make the message “STOP 
THE SPENDING” stick is 
to vote the incumbents out 
of office. Term limits would 
help in that every few years 
we would get a new set of 
thieves in office. By the time 
they figured out how to steal 
and cheat they would be out 
of office and we could elect a 
new group of thieves.  	
	 This may not stop the pork 
but it should slow it down 
as new thieves would take 
some time to learn the trade.
	 Dennis Bushaw,
	 McCammon

Animal laws
	 Idaho animal cruelty laws 
are a joke.   Until our law-
makers stop skirting the 
issue and make harsher pen-
alties for the people who are 
cruel to their animals, then 
maybe we should change 
our motto from “Famous Po-
tatoes” to “Idaho, the Shoot 
It Or Abuse It State.”
	 S. DeVore,
	 Aberdeen

Officers’ trip
	 As taxpayers, my hus-
band and I fully support the 
agencies that sent six local 
officers to the funeral for the 
murdered Lakewood police 
officers. The few dollars it 
may have cost doesn’t seem 
like much to gripe about, 
considering these officers 
gave their lives while serv-
ing and protecting their 
community. 
	 The cost was well worth 
representing our county/city 
in showing support for the 
friends and families left 
behind as apparent by the 
thousands of other agencies 
that sent officers from all 
over the country! Many of 
you will never have to ex-
perience the sacrifices that 
a law enforcement family 
must make, so we can’t ex-
pect you to fully understand. 
So go ahead and keep com-
plaining, but until you spend 
your work week serving and 
protecting, you won’t be get-
ting any sympathy from us!
	 Lee and Ruby Edgley,
	 Pocatello
Officers’ trip
    I am writing in response to 
Mssrs. Wilson and Stucki’s 
recent letters of opposition 

to local law enforcement 
officers attending the memo-
rial services for their slain 
comrades in Washington. It 
is most evident that Wilson 
and Stucki have never had 
the wonderful opportunity to 
make the acquaintance of a 
law enforcement officer.  
	 Law enforcement officers 
are a true depiction of a 
“Band of Brothers,” be they 
male or female. They are 
united in a nationwide fra-
ternity. They are united souls 
and they hurt and mourn 
as one when one of their 
“brothers” gives his or her 
life in service to others.  I am 
particularly offended by both 
Wilson and Stucki asking 
that the Idaho State Journal 
“conduct an investigation” 
into the costs involved with 
the travel expenses for the 
local officers. I am sure that 
if Wilson and Stucki would 
prefer to be safeguarded by 
law enforcement agencies 
that do not allow “brothers 
and sisters” to pay their 
respects to one of their own, 
they could perhaps relocate 
to Iran or maybe even Iraq. 
	  I am wondering if Wilson 
and Stucki leave home in the 
morning to go to work and 
have a question mark in their 
mind if they will come back 
home that night?
    My suggestion to Wilson 
and Stucki; the next time you 
might need a law enforce-
ment officer, call the Journal 
to see if they could “investi-
gate your need” to determine 
if the need is sufficient to 
send out an officer. Once the 
“investigation” is completed 
an officer should arrive 
within 10 to 15 days.
	 Dick Elliott, 
	 Pocatello

ISU committed to Native Americans
One of our goals 

at Idaho State 
University is to 

offer programs and 
events that benefit the 
community. For exam-
ple, through programs 
such as the Native 
American Business Ad-
ministration program 
and the Shoshoni Lan-
guage project, ISU fac-
ulty are working to 
preserve Native American culture 
while looking to its future. 
	 NABA, as it is often referred to 
among students and faculty, inte-
grates Native American values and 
experience into the traditional cur-
riculum at the College of Business. 
Students in the program take all the 
courses necessary for a Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree, but 
they also take courses exploring tribal 
government issues, Native 	 American 
enterprise, and contemporary issues 
facing tribes. 
	 ISU College of Business faculty 
member Doyle Anderson created the 
program in 2005 as a way to provide 
a high-quality business education for 
future Native American business and 
community leaders. Anderson was 
born in Blackfoot and is a member 
of the Red Pheasant Cree nation, 
making him an ideal candidate to 
mentor students and inspire Native 
American communities. Anderson 
previously served as the director of a 

highly successful business 
education program ad-
ministered by the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan and 
First Nations University 
in Canada. This program 
significantly increased 
the number of profession-
ally trained Native Ameri-
can business managers 
in Saskatchewan and the 
surrounding region. An-
derson is the university’s 

only fully endowed faculty member, 
through a generous donation from 
Idaho Falls philanthropists Anne S. 
Voillequé and Louise S. Nelson, who 
donated $1 million to the project. 
	 The program benefits from leaders 
such as Jason Pretty Boy, the program 
coordinator. 
	 Pretty Boy was recently awarded a 
First Nations Leadership and Entre-
preneurial Apprenticeship Develop-
ment (LEAD) Program Fellowship 
for 2009-10. The one-year mentorship 
program will train participants in 
areas critical to successful nonprofit 
leaders, including financial manage-
ment, factors affecting Native or 
reservation-based nonprofit organiza-
tions, fundraising, program evaluation 
and service leadership. 
	 Pretty Boy and the Native American 
Business Administration program 
were also featured on the Web site, 
www.americasdiversityplace.com, 
along with a feature on efforts to bring 
culturally-based education to disci-

plines across ISU. 
	 While we look toward the future of 
Native American leaders, research-
ers at Idaho State University are also 
working to preserve early traditions 
and language. 
	 The Idaho State University Sho-
shoni Language Project recently cel-
ebrated its 20th birthday. Shoshoni 
language instructor Drusilla Gould 
and anthropology professor Chris 
Loether developed the program in 
1989 to teach and preserve the Sho-
shoni language. Professors Gould 
and Loether created the first Shosho-
ni language dictionary and a writing 
system. Since then, other Shoshoni-
speaking communities have used the 
work of Gould and Loether to create 
their own materials and teach Sho-
shoni in their own dialects. ISU also 
offers Shoshoni language classes. 
	 Their work seems to have made a 
difference.   In 1990 the U.S. Census 
counted 2,284 Shoshoni speakers. In 
2000, there were 2,724, an increase 
of 440 speakers. Although Gould and 
Loether say the language is still con-
sidered endangered, they have made 
great progress in preserving an im-
portant part of a culture. 
	 As you can see, Idaho State Uni-
versity has a strong commitment to 
Native American language, culture, 
and education, and I predict that that 
commitment will even grow stronger 
in the years to come.
	 Gary A. Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University.

letters
n Letters must include the writer’s 
name, address and phone number 
for verification. Limit letters to 300 
words or less. All letters are subject 
to editing and the Journal reserves 
the right to publish/not publish 
submissions. 

n Send letters to Editor Ian H. 
Fennell at 305 S. Arthur, Pocatello, 
ID 83204 or editor@journalnet.com. 
Letters can also be dropped off at 
the Journal’s office or faxed, (208) 
233-8007.
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Should Idaho lift its 
cap on the number of 
new charter schools it 
allows? Post your com-
ments at thejhub.com.


