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doonesbury flashbacks By Garry Trudeau mallard fillmore by bruce tinsley

	 Thumbs up: To Pocatello native Ryan Di 
Lello and wife Ashleigh. They are both in 
the top 18 of the Fox reality show “So You 
Think You Can Dance.” They’re also the first 
couple in the show’s history to break into the 
top 20. Ryan learned to dance at the former 
Dance World, which was operated by his 
mother. Understandably, his grandmother, 
Della Jolley, of Pocatello, is so bursting with 
pride she jokes she can’t wear outfits with 
buttons because they’d all pop off. The city 
should proud, too, of one of its own.

	 Thumbs up: To the Church of the First-
born and General Assembly of Heaven 
for keeping its word. Officials with the 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes had asked the 
church to move all but six members and 
all but two trailers 
from a rural home 
where the church 
had several mem-
bers living commu-
nally. The church 
had proposed to 
build a group living 
facility there, but 
the tribal Land Use Policy Commission de-
nied the application due to concerns about 
stress on the septic system and wells in the 
neighborhood, as well as the impact on the 
neighborhood character. The church offi-
cials deserve credit for abiding by the terms 
established by the tribes and being dignified 
in how they handled themselves.

	 Thumbs up: To news that Andrew Bena-
vides, a Bengal wide receiver who was seri-
ously injured last Saturday in a play against 
Northern Arizona, has walked 500 feet on 
his own without help or support. He still has 
some balance issues, but it’s great to hear of 
his progress. 

	 Thumbs down: To the Ameritel Inn in its 
continuing quest to ruin the Pocatello/Chub-
buck Auditorium District. The CVB enjoyed 
a recent success in court against the latest 
legal challenge by Ameritel Inn. Ameritel 
sought to stop the district from spending 
funds already collected under an audito-
rium tax and to have the district disbanded. 
The Idaho Supreme Court recently rejected 
Ameritel’s requests. Ameritel has already 
won a case against the CVB forcing it to use 
its funds to operate its own facility. Amer-
itel’s victory was a significant loss to the 
community. The best role for the CVB was 
bringing major events to town, filling motel 
rooms and stimulating the local economy.

	 In tribute: To Pfc. Kimble A. Han, who 
made the ultimate sacrifice to defend the 
freedoms we enjoy. R.L. Fackrell, of Po-
catello, is the grandfather of Han’s widow, 
Melissa. Han was killed recently when a 
vehicle he was driving hit an improvised 
explosive device in Kandahar, Afghanistan. 
It’s a tragedy when any young lives are lost 
in the ongoing conflicts in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. It’s even tougher to bear when a fallen 
soldier has local ties, and we’re forced to put 
a face to the name.
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Dog ordinance
	 While I am sure we all 
have an opinion about the 
current vicious dog di-
lemma, let us not make it the 
core of our concern when it 
comes to electing our mayor 
and city council. I may not 
agree with every decision 
made at City Hall. 
	 I do believe, however, that 
Mayor Chase and our sitting 
City Council have the best in-
terests of Pocatello at heart. 
	 I am very impressed with 
how well they all work to-
gether to preserve the qual-
ity of life we all enjoy. Please 
join me in re-electing Mayor 
Chase, Councilmen Bray 
and Moore, and appointed 
Councilman Richway. 
Thank you. 
	 Nancy Greco,
	 Pocatello

Animal Control

	 If an animal control of-
ficer-dog catcher is afraid 
of dogs, they should not be 
working in that job. I guess 
she’s the one that was bitten 
by a pit bull?
	 When the dog catcher 
saw Balou waiting at the 
neighbor’s gate to be let in, 
she cornered him against 
the fence and had her snare 
stick out, when he growled 
at her (who wouldn’t ?) They 
took him to the slammer — a 
vicious dog.  

	 The witness said Balou 
had his tail between his 
legs and was cowering. She 
wasn’t allowed to testify; her 
statement was not allowed in 
court. Why? 
	 There were several state-
ments from several people 
that know the young 	
16-month pup then, saying 
he is a good dog; also not ad-
mitted in court. Why?
	 Why did the owner of 
Balou’s attorney tell her to 
plead guilty to a vicious dog 
or they would put him down 
immediately, then .... and so 
she did, to save her dog — on 
his advice!
	 I’ve seen pictures of the 
tiny space they (animals on 

death row) live in. There’s 
barely enough room to move 
around with cinder block 
walls and empty dishes, 
(water)? They are allowed 
five minutes a day with their 
owners; not enough time for 
exercise and fresh air. 
	 I’m told that as of Oct. 17, 
2009, they can’t come on Sat-
urdays anymore — Mary’s 
not there. What is she afraid 
of?  Is that good for the dogs 
not to have their huge “five” 
minutes a day?
	 Why is the public meeting 
over the vicious dog ordi-
nance taking place the day 
after election instead of be-
fore? The mayor has stated 
the ordinance is just fine the 
way it is. I’m sorry, I totally 
disagree with him and Ms. 
Remer. It has to be revised 
NOW!
	 Too bad the animals can’t 
speak and defend them-
selves.
	 In honor of my beloved 
Gus,
	 S. McCormick.
	 Pocatello

ZooBoo

	 Thanks to the Zoo for pre-
senting an excellent ZooBoo 
this year.  I was especially 
proud of the teens in our 
community who volunteered 
for the event. This was the 
first year we have gone, and 
my son had a great time 

playing games and seeing 
the animals. I would encour-
age other families to brave/
enjoy the October weather 
next year and celebrate Hal-
loween with the Pocatello 
Zoo.
	 Ann Swanson,
	 Pocatello

Revolution

	 Revolution does not 
come from socialism/liber-
alism, but from capitalist 
intransigence, e.g., health 
care reform.
	 Stiofain Gael 	

MacGeough,
	 Pocatello

Letters

	 The letters of Stiofain 
Gael MacGeough are the 
shortest, yet say the MOST!
	 Marvin McCall,
	 Pocatello

y o u r  l e t t e r sy o u r  l e t t e r s

ISU’s tax accounting program is highly ranked

D
id you know 
that Idaho State 
University’s 
tax accounting 

program is a leader in 
the field of tax account-
ing, ranking 14th among 
top-level research insti-
tutions, based on citation 
counts in top peer-re-
viewed journals over the 
past six years? This is a 
high distinction, indeed.
	 Department of Accounting faculty 
are working with top national and 
international firms to solve some of 
industry’s most pressing issues and 
to develop knowledge that serves 
both the corporate and academic 
worlds. 
	 Department Chairman Bob Picard, 
accounting professor Priscilla Reis, 
and management professor Dennis 
Krumweide, for example, have col-
lected preliminary results from a 
field study of the influence of culture 
on management control systems. The 
study began with AMI Semiconduc-
tor (now ON Semiconductor) as a 
comparison between the company’s 
facilities in the United States and 
Belgium, and it has continued with a 
study of farm equipment manufac-
turers in Germany and the United 
States.
	 The findings help highlight dif-
ferences in management strategies 
for companies in different countries, 

and this information 
will help companies 
become more effective 
and competitive at an 
international level by 
taking culture into ac-
count when developing 
management control 
systems. 
     Their colleague, 
professor Peter 
Frischmann, has 
published his scholar-

ship in the prestigious Journal of 
Accounting and Economics, and the 
Journal of the American Taxation 
Association. His current research 
focuses on an economic approach 
to the study of how taxes impact the 
behavior of both individuals and 
businesses. His research in the debt/
equity area has been used and cited 
by the Ford Foundation, the United 
States Government Farm Credit Ad-
ministration, and attorneys and aca-
demic colleagues across the nation. 
	 Two other colleagues, professors 
Richard Boes and Frank Plewa, 
recently published an article in the 
well-respected Journal of Accoun-
tancy about inflation-protected secu-
rities that CPAs can recommend to 
their clients for investing. 
	 Professor Reis is also working 
on case studies involving corporate 
social responsibility. She is studying 
how companies report on issues such 
as environmental and human rights 

practices, and is she helping to de-
velop an accepted reporting frame-
work for the future. In her studies, 
she is working with both domestic 
and international companies. 
	 Often, ISU’s work with national 
and international corporations is mu-
tually beneficial. 
	 Professor Picard and his colleague 
Frank Pliewa recently worked 
with the chief financial officer for 
a national real estate development 
company to solve some difficult ac-
counting problems in the company. 
In exchange, the professors were 
able to write case studies on some of 
the scenarios for students to use as 
real-world learning tools. 
	 Professor Picard also worked with 
management senior lecturer Cathy 
Peppers on a case study with Bruce 
Nelson, former CEO of Office Depot 
and an Idaho State University Col-
lege of Business alumnus. The two 
were able to analyze and use Nel-
son’s business experiences in a For-
tune 100 company to offer students 
examples of real-world business situ-
ations. 
	 Clearly, ISU’s accounting faculty 
are continuing to make a difference, 
assisting corporations with their ex-
pertise, adding new knowledge to the 
field, and providing current, relevant 
information to their students.

	 Gary Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University.  

letters
n Letters must include 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number for 
verification. Limit letters to 
300 words or less. All letters 
are subject to editing and 
the Journal reserves the 
right to publish/not publish 
submissions. 

n Send letters to Editor 
Ian H. Fennell at 305 S. 
Arthur, Pocatello, ID 83204 
or editor@journalnet.com. 
Letters can also be dropped 
off at the Journal’s office or 
faxed, (208) 233-8007.
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question

“Do you plan on 
getting a swine flu 
vaccination shot?”
yes	 73

NO    159

To vote go to
idahostatejournal.
com.
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