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doonesbury By Garry Trudeau mallard fillmore by bruce tinsley

	 Thumbs up: To the new monument erected 
in honor of the old Triangle neighborhood. 
From the early to the middle of the past cen-
tury, people of a host of ethnicities lived in 
harmony in the neighborhood. It’s fitting that 
people who grew up in the 
Triangle would create a 
memorial to such a spe-
cial place to remind new 
generations of how much 
can be gained if people 
work together, regardless 
of race or religion. Vol-
unteers in the effort say 
fundraising is going ex-
ceptionally well. The monument will include 
the names of hundreds of families that lived in 
the Triangle.

	 Thumbs up: To family and friends of Brit-
ney Edmonds. Edmonds is a single mother 
with a 7-month-old daughter, Skyelar, who 
was recently diagnosed with cancer. The fam-
ily has scheduled a spaghetti dinner and silent 
auction for Nov. 6 from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at the 
Inkom Elementary School to help Edmonds 
pay transportation costs associated with get-
ting Skyelar to treatment.

	 Thumbs up: To news that ground is finally 
being broken at noon today on the Abrasze-
wski Trail. Lee Abraszewski is dedicating 
the trail to her late husband, Paul. Given the 
fact that Paul loved the outdoors, it’s a fit-
ting tribute. In the process of getting to this 
point, Abraszewski’s patience was tested. A 
property issue blocked the original path of the 
planned trail, which will be an extension of 
the Portneuf Greenway system. It was initially 
planned to run along the Portneuf River from 
South Bannock Highway to Tech Farm Road. 
The new addition will now be paved behind 
Great Western Malting plant on Kraft Road.

	 Thumbs down: To news that despite 
renovations, the old Twin Plaza Theater in 
Blackfoot is struggling. The theater is having 
difficulty competing with larger facilities in 
surrounding communities. The theater could 
be forced to close its doors soon due to low 
attendance. The owner believes many locals 
don’t realize the theater is still open. In tough 
times, it’s important to support local busi-
nesses. Take a look at what’s now playing at 
the Twin Plaza Theater.

	 Thumbs up: To the Bannock County Com-
mission for being proactive in asking the 
governor to declare a disaster due to the rapid 
spread of the H1N1 virus locally. Bingham 
County has since followed suit. The move puts 
Bannock County in a position to receive finan-
cial support. Commissioner Larry Ghan was 
also wise to note that the declaration should 
not be cause for panic — a valid point given 
the throngs of people who attended a recent 
flu clinic, waiting in line for hours for their 
shots. Ghan noted the point was to help “move 
the bureaucracy along a little faster.” 
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Obama

	 As of late, I have heard 
more and more com-
plaints about President 
Obama and his actions 
during his first nine 
months in office. Surpris-
ingly, some of the most 
vehement are from those 
who voted for him. Why?
	 President Obama has 
kept his campaign prom-
ises. First, he promised 
“change.” Then, he prom-
ised “a redistribution 
of our nation’s wealth.” 
He did not state nor give 
any details during his 
campaign about what he 
meant or envisioned by 
“change.” Neither did he 
define how he planned to 
redistribute our nation’s 
wealth.
	 Many, it appears, felt 
that ANY change from 
the Bush administration 
would be for the better. 
And they apparently 
believed they somehow 
would benefit from his 
promised redistribution of 
wealth.

	 Well, we’ve certainly 
had “change!” Rather 
than continue President 
Bush’s policy of trying to 
achieve stabilization in 
Iraq, President Obama 
has switched the empha-
sis to Afghanistan, which 
appears to be even more 
of a quagmire. And the 
situation in Iraq continues 
to deteriorate!

	 Neither was the 
ACORN corruption, Cap 
and Trade, the bringing 
of known terrorists to 
American soil and the 
proliferation of czarships 
envisioned. Ironically, 
Hitler also took power in 
Germany on a campaign 
platform of promised 
“change.”
	 Concerning Obama’s 
promise to redistribute 
our nation’s wealth, I 
don’t think anyone envi-
sioned him giving trillions 
of dollars to the banks or 
financial institutions, the 
auto manufacturers and 
to those who would go fur-
ther into debt by purchas-
ing a new car (Cash for 
Clunkers) or a new house 
— let alone so quickly and 
with so little input from 
the general public.
	 I think few, if any, ever 
imagined that within a 
few short months he could 
put our nation further 
in debt than ALL of our 
previous 43 presidents 
combined, thereby sad-
dling us, our children and 

probably even our grand-
children with a tumultu-
ous debt!
	 Furthermore, I don’t 
think many envisioned his 
promises for health care 
reform would take the 
form of his now advocated 
government takeover of 
the medical or health care 
professions.
	 Where will it stop? How 
many would prefer to go 
back to the horrendous 
days of the Bush adminis-
tration?
	 J. Juan Spillett,
	 Rockland
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ISU has strong dental hygiene department

Idaho State Uni-
versity plays the 
lead role in health 
care education in 

the state, from family 
medicine, to nursing, 
to pharmacy, and den-
tal hygiene. Over 35 
percent of the degrees 
that ISU awarded last 
year were in health-
related fields. At the 
Department of Dental 
Hygiene, for example, faculty and 
students are acquiring skills, con-
ducting research, and aiding the 
community at the same time. 
	 Over the years, the dental hygiene 
department has earned a reputation 
for graduating highly skilled profes-
sionals. In fact, an astounding  
100 percent of 2009 graduates 
passed the rigorous Dental Hygiene 
National Board Examination, rank-
ing the department among the top 10 
percent in the nation. 
	 Every 2009 graduate also passed 
the regional clinical examinations, 
and written and clinical local an-
esthesia examinations on the first 
attempt. The results of this high-
quality education are high levels of 
job placement and happy employers, 
as evidenced by recent surveys of 
employers and alumni. 
	 The department also operates a 
dental hygiene clinic on campus, 
where members of the community 
can receive low-cost, high-quality 
oral health care.
	 For ISU’s dental hygiene students, 
then, school is more than classroom 
instruction and clinical practice. 
Last year, faculty and students of-
fered oral health education and 
services to 2,500 people in the com-
munity at health fairs, educational 
sessions, and the Special Olympics 

Special Smiles program 
at the International Spe-
cial Olympics Winter 
Games in Boise.
     The department’s 
faculty are quite active 
in research as well as 
educational activities. 
Recently, Department 
Chair Kathleen Hodges 
received a $329,760 fed-
eral grant to create the 
ISU Idaho Oral Health 

Institute. The Institute’s focus is on 
research, student education, and 
continuing education for health care 
workers. 
	 These federal funds will be used to 
purchase distance-learning educa-
tion equipment that will link five ISU 
oral clinics in Pocatello, Meridian, 
and Idaho Falls to deliver the latest 
information to practitioners through-
out the state and beyond. 
	 Professor Hodges and her col-
leagues are creating knowledge that 
is making a difference on a national 
and even international level. 
	 Professor Tara Johnson, for exam-
ple, conducts collaborative research 
with Dr. Alok Bhushan in ISU’s Bio-
medical Research Institute, focusing 
on early intervention and prevention 
of oral cancer. She has presented her 
research at national and internation-
al meetings of the American Cancer 
Association and the National Center 
for Dental Hygiene Research. 
	 Professor Linda Boyd recently 
published results of a national sur-
vey about diabetes knowledge and 
practices. The study identified a 
need for more education about dia-
betes as it applies to clinical patient 
care. She has worked with a number 
of national organizations to develop 
clinical practice guidelines for treat-
ing patients with diabetes and, in 

conjunction with a graduate student 
at the ISU-Meridian Health Sci-
ence Center, is studying the effects 
of treatment in diabetic patients 
with gum disease. She was recently 
named a Health Care Hero by the 
Idaho Business Review. 
	 Professor Denise Bowen and 
clinical instructor Brooke Agado are 
studying the effects of gum disease 
treatment on the occurrence of ill-
ness and on the quality of life in 
patients with bronchitis and emphy-
sema. Through their research, they 
hope to reduce the risk of illnesses 
such as pneumonia in patients with 
lung disease and elderly patients 
in long-term care centers. The re-
searchers are collaborating with 
ISU’s Family Practice Residency, 
Portneuf Medical Center’s Heart and 
Vascular Center, and the Pocatello 
Lung and Sleep Disorders Clinic. 
	 Their colleague, professor Kandis 
Garland, is currently conducting a 
national survey of dental hygienists 
to determine knowledge, attitudes, 
and behaviors of health care workers 
in relation to the infection control 
practices recommended by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control. She chairs 
a working group of the national 
Organization for Safety and Asepsis 
Procedures, dedicated to promoting 
infection control and safety policies. 
	 Clearly, at ISU’s Department of 
Dental Hygiene, our faculty under-
stand that oral health is an important 
part of overall health, and through 
quality education, cutting-edge re-
search, and collaboration with others 
in the national health care commu-
nity, they are making a difference 
in the community, the region and 
beyond. 

	 Gary A. Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University.
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submissions. 

n Send letters to Editor 
Ian H. Fennell at 305 S. 
Arthur, Pocatello, ID 83204 
or editor@journalnet.com. 
Letters can also be dropped 
off at the Journal’s office or 
faxed, (208) 233-8007.
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question
“Do you plan on 
getting a swine flu 
vaccination shot?”

yes	 55

NO    108

To vote go to
idahostatejournal.
com.


