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	 Thumbs up: To the citizens of American 
Falls for overwhelmingly supporting the 
$395,000 school levy. More than 82 percent 
supported the five-year plan, which includes 
a yearly increase. Despite hard economic 
times, citizens are savvy enough to know that 
forestalling the decay of school infrastructure 
makes good fiscal sense.

	 Thumbs down: To the departure of Bob 
Klosterboer of ON Semiconductor. Klosterboer 
announced Thursday that he is moving to ON’s 
home office in Phoenix.  A straight shooter, 
Klosterboer will be 
missed. 

	 Thumbs up:  Luckily 
for the community and 
ON employees, Kloster-
boer’s replacement as 
site manager is John 
Spicer, a longtime AMI 
employee, Pocatello 
native and Idaho State 
University graduate.

	 Thumbs up: To the large field of attorneys 
who have expressed interest in the magistrate 
position recently vacated by Judge Robert Naf-
tz when he took a district judge seat. The group 
contains many well-seasoned barristers, sever-
al of whom were finalists for the district court 
appointment that Naftz ultimately received. 
The Sixth Judicial District is blessed with an 
abundance of solid judges, and it appears that 
tradition is likely to continue.

	 Thumbs down: To Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter 
to imply that Pocatellans’ desire to have a local 
representative on the State Board of Education 
somehow manifests a  “parochial attitude.” 
Certainly, qualifications of the candidates are 
important, but there’s nothing parochial about 
wanting a local resident on the board to ensure 
our local concerns are presented. That’s rep-
resentative government. Would Otter support 
a state Legislature composed only of erudite 
members with no regard for where they reside? 
Of course not. 

	 Thumbs up: To all the people who made 
their voices heard in efforts to save the Ban-
nock Station Post Office in Old Town from be-
ing shuttered. Although the United States Post 
Office didn’t cite citizen participation in its 
news release about the decision to keep the sta-
tion open, it’s unlikely that the letter-writing 
and informational campaign was not a factor. 

	 Thumbs up:  To the American Fork High 
School’s marching band. Three days after their 
band teacher, Heather Christensen, died in a 
crash near McCammon while she tried to re-
gain control of the band’s out-of-control bus, 
the 220-member band from Utah swept a 25-
team competition at the annual Rocky Moun-
tain Regional competition at Brigham Young 
University. What a fitting way to commemorate 
Christensen. 

	 Thumbs down: To the ceaseless media 
coverage of the Gosselin clan, made famous 
— or infamous — by their now-likely scuttled 
reality TV show, “Jon & Kate Plus 8.” At least 
with Maury Povich’s seamy TV program, one 
only has to stomach childish behavior for 30 
minutes before the whole affair is over and 
mercifully forgotten. 
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Hebdon
	 This is Chase Rowe. I 
am doing this for my com-
munications merit badge. 
I was reading this article 
about Melvin Hebdon and 
how he robbed two banks 
and failed to register an 
address change as required 
by law for sex offenders.
	 My opinion is that he 
should be charged for all 
of the bad things he has 
done and learn from his 
mistakes. As well as go to 
a learning program for in-
mates.
	 Chase Rowe,
	 Troop 385,
	 Inkom

Obama

	 Obama is a hypocrite, 
and the worst kind of two-
faced double-dealer that 
has ever disgraced the 
White House. He orders his 
minions to do all the dirty 
work, while he sits in his 
ivory tower keeping the 
appearance of having clean 
hands.
	 Attorney General Eric 
Holder continues his witch 
hunt in the liberal vendetta 

against Bush, Cheney, and 
their CIA, while Obama 
pretends to be against it, 
as if it was not his idea in 
the first place. All it would 
take is a phone call and 
Obama could end this cha-
rade which is exposing na-
tional secrets and putting 
the nation in the crosshairs 
for another 9/11.
	 Obama loves to play 
good cop, bad cop. He sits 
back, smelling like a rose, 
while he dictates to his 

administration, and Demo-
crat party leaders when to 
play the race card, which 
he is so adept at playing. 
These accusations of rac-
ism leveled at the tea party 
participants are talking 
points that originated right 
from the oval office. Nancy 
Pelosi, Jimmy Carter, and 
others are simply parrot-
ing their president, while 
he publicly takes the high 
ground.
	 When things get hot 
Obama is quick to distance 
himself from his cronies; 
or throw them under the 
bus with his grandma, and 
Rev. Wright. ACORN re-
ceived millions in taxpayer 
funds while Obama was 
a senator, and even funds 
from the Obama campaign 
to help in their voter fraud 
escapades to get him elect-
ed. Yet Obama recently 
stated that he is unaware 
of the ACORN scandal, and 
he is also ignorant to the 
fact that ACORN was due 
to receive several billions 
in taxpayers’ funds before 
Congress cut them off.
	 ACORN will just change 
their name and continue 

their business of corrup-
tion. Obama will see to it 
that the same crooks get 
funded because they are 
his army of community 
organizers who will get 
him re-elected. Your 
president is perpetually 
in bed with ACORN. Your 
billions will go through 
several channels in order 
to hide its recipients. But 
your taxpayer funds will 
sponsor the partisan voter 
registration of felons, ille-
gals, and deceased people, 
and the voter fraud that 
will keep America in the 
dark.
	 Eugene Sant,
	 Arimo

y o u r  l e t t e r sy o u r  l e t t e r s

Grants highlight quality of ISU research

In September, 
Idaho State Uni-
versity research-
ers from various 

disciplines across cam-
pus, from nuclear engi-
neering to health care, 
brought in $8.2 million 
in federal grants to the 
university. 
	 It was an unprec-
edented month in what 
is shaping up to be a 
banner year for researchers at ISU. 
During the previous fiscal year, ISU 
faculty brought in more than $28 
million in external funding. 
	 Especially in tight economic times, 
research dollars from outside agen-
cies provide a much-needed flow of 
funding to important programs. But 
these research dollars are worth far 
more than their monetary amount, 
in that often they fund projects that 
directly help improve our communi-
ties and our quality of life. 
	 Institute of Rural Health Director 
Beth Hudnall Stamm, for example, 
was awarded one and a half million 
dollars, a third of which was released 
to the University in September, to 
fund projects aimed at preventing 
youth suicide in Idaho.
	 This federal funding will help 
support crucial suicide prevention 
efforts to reduce suicide among 
youth between the ages of 10 and 24. 
Projects will include training adults 
to identify warning signs of suicide 
in children and teens, supporting 
volunteer organizations, providing 
prevention materials to schools, and 
assisting public safety, health and 
mental health providers in conduct-

ing suicide risk assess-
ments. 
    Professor Judy 
Thorne, ISU-Meridian’s 
HIV/AIDS education 
coordinator, has been 
awarded $126,000 in 
federal grant money to 
aid Idaho health profes-
sionals and practitioners 
in the detection and 
prevention of HIV and 
AIDS in Idaho. The grant 

will be used to train practitioners to 
administer a field test for HIV that 
can offer results within 20 minutes, 
and to operate a mobile HIV clinic 
and education site for at-risk popula-
tions. Since the grant’s inception in 
2004, this funding has helped sup-
port the training of more than 2,000 
health professionals. 
	 Federal agencies awarded 16 
grants to ISU faculty in September.  
One was awarded to history profes-
sor Jack Owens, who received nearly 
one and a third million dollars for his 
work on “geographically integrated” 
history. The Idaho Accelerator 
Center, where scientists from labo-
ratories nationwide come to conduct 
cutting-edge research, earned more 
than $3 million in grants. Our De-
partment of Physics was awarded 
three grants worth nearly two million 
dollars, and the nuclear engineering 
program in the College of Engineer-
ing garnered more than a half million 
dollars in federal support. 
	 Especially impressive is the 
work of Mary Lou Dunzik-Gougar, 
assistant professor of nuclear en-
gineering. She received nearly a 
half million dollars for research 

that would enable safer and less 
expensive disposal of irradiated 
graphite waste, or possibly allow 
for the recycling of the material. 
Because many of the designs for 
the next generation of nuclear 
reactors require graphite, her 
research is crucial to what will 
certainly become a part of the 
discussion as scientists continue 
their quest for cheaper, safer ways 
to generate energy. 
	 Professor Dunzik-Gougar’s 
research will take place largely 
at the Idaho National Laboratory 
and the Center for Advanced En-
ergy Studies in Idaho Falls. She 
recently returned from a year in 
South Africa, where she conduct-
ed research for a company that 
is currently developing the next-
generation reactor design—one 
that includes graphite as a crucial 
component. 
	 The fact that ISU faculty are at-
tracting record levels of federal 
funding is a tribute to the quality 
of their work and an indication of 
the increasing national reputation 
of many of our faculty. And as that 
reputation grows, so will the lev-
els of federal funding.
	 Clearly, this is impressive re-
search, but it is only a sampling 
of the fine work being conducted 
by ISU faculty. From energy to 
health care innovations, Idaho 
State University faculty are at the 
forefront of work that will help us 
solve key problems and improve 
our world.

	 Gary A. Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University.

letters
n Letters must include 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number for 
verification. Limit letters to 
300 words or less. All letters 
are subject to editing and 
the Journal reserves the 
right to publish/not publish 
submissions. 

n Send letters to Editor 
Ian H. Fennell at 305 S. 
Arthur, Pocatello, ID 83204 
or editor@journalnet.com. 
Letters can also be dropped 
off at the Journal’s office or 
faxed, (208) 233-8007.
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question

“Do you plan on 
getting a swine flu 
vaccination shot?”

yes	 20

NO    45

To vote go to
idahostatejournal.
com.


