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	 Thumbs up: To the Museum of Idaho in Idaho 
Falls. The museum has worked for two years to 
prepare an exhibit on the life of Abraham Lincoln. 
The exhibit includes many artifacts that have 
never been seen before 
publicly and likely will 
never be available for 
public viewing again. On 
the bicentennial year of 
Lincoln’s birthday, a time 
when museums through-
out the country would like 
to have such an exhibit, it’s 
a real coup. The exhibit in-
cludes sections on Lincoln 
and the Civil War, Lincoln 
and slavery, Lincoln’s connections with Idaho, Lin-
coln the man and his assassination. Make the trip 
to Idaho Falls. The exhibit is worthwhile.

	 Thumbs up: To the Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game for devoting the necessary resources 
to curb the spread of botulism throughout the 
American Falls Reservoir. The number of water-
fowl removed from the reservoir is approaching 
20,000, and it’s tedious work to remove the bodies 
from the shallow water and the mud flats. At a time 
when hunting seasons are starting, it’s certainly 
unwelcome news for the department. But instead 
of throwing up their hands and waiting for cool 
weather to stop the spread, the department has 
been proactive and worked in high gear to remove 
dead birds to prevent maggots from growing that 
contain toxic levels of botulism and that would oth-
erwise be consumed by waterfowl.

	 Thumbs up: To officials of the First United 
Methodist Church and the Tender Loving Care 
Child Care Center. Following a recent fire that 
caused heavy damage to the church’s chapel and 
to the ceiling above part of the day care, located 
in the basement, these officials took the time to 
make sure the 140 children who use the day care 
wouldn’t be exposed to asbestos. In hindsight, the 
tests of air quality and materials within the day 
care for asbestos seem like overkill. Only a single 
piece of wrapping around a pipe was found to have 
any trace of asbestos. Precautions are now being 
taken to make certain no asbestos ever becomes 
airborne from that pipe. There’s no such thing as 
being too safe when it comes to the health of our 
children.

	 Thumbs up: To news that the Hoku Materials 
polysilicon plant under construction in Pocatello 
is back on track. Construction of the plant was 
temporarily slowed when Hoku experienced a 
budget shortfall, and the subcontractor, JH Kelly, 
filed a $12 million lien against Hoku for payment of 
work done on the plant. JH Kelly has gone to great 
lengths to work with Hoku to see the plant to frui-
tion and has agreed to forgo interest and penalties 
on the late payment, and to give Hoku ample time 
before taking any action on the lien. As a result, 
Hoku, JH Kelly and the community at large could 
all reap the benefits.

	 Thumbs down: To the need for state budget 
cuts caused by the economic downturn. Gov. C.L. 
“Butch” Otter ordered state agencies and public 
universities and colleges to hold back on spending 
for a second straight year. The cut he announced 
Friday was 4 percent to offset a $151 million 
shortfall. Give the governor credit for asking the 
Legislature to take $49.3 million from the state’s 
rainy day fund to reduce the immediate impacts 
on public schools. The news is the latest sign that 
Idaho residents, who have already made sacrifices 
and undergone hardships, still have a tough road 
ahead.
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Politics
	 For several years now 
I have been practicing 
my right of freedom of 
speech by writing let-
ters to the editor about 
my concerns, mostly 
political. I call myself a 
Ray Gun Democrat. Not 
because I agreed with 
anything he did or said, 
but because I disagreed 
so strongly I became in-
volved. 
	 He went after unions 
and spent us into near 
bankruptcy to win the 
arms race with the then-
Soviet Union and then 
took credit for ending 
the Cold War. I’ve been 
frankly embarrassed by 
the right-wing brand of 
politics. 
	 Bullying the American 
people as well as coun-
tries around the world. 
In 1999, I moved to Ida-
ho and although I have 
made many friends, I 
am mystified by who we 
elect here to represent 
us. Larry Craig for in-
stance. How more can 
we embarrass ourselves. 
Well let’s all be thankful 

we don’t live in South 
Carolina and Joe Wilson 
is our representative. 
	 Of those who watched 
the president’s speech to 
Congress on Sept. 9, how 
many weren’t appalled 
by the behavior overall 
of the Republicans but 
Joe Wilson in particular? 
	 As much as those rep-
resentatives concern 
me, it’s those who actu-
ally are so uninformed 
or misinformed they 

elect them. Bobby Ken-
nedy said “80 percent 
of Republicans are un-
informed Democrats.” 
I think I’m accurate in 
that statement, and if 
that’s true, what about 
the other 20 percent? 
Are they the ones who 
question our President’s 
birth and repeat over 
and over the lies they 
expect us to swallow? 
Come on America, let’s 
not let these few shout 
us down. 

Don Richey,
Pocatello

President’s 
speech
	 I am amazed that 
some citizens object to a 
speech from the Presi-
dent of the United States 
to the students of the na-
tion. 
	 I am appalled to think 
that for most of them the 
overwhelming reason 
is that the President’s 
views do not align close-
ly enough with their 
own. I am saddened to 
realize that their chil-

dren will not learn to re-
spect the office and the 
duly-elected representa-
tive holding that office.  
	 Extremists on either 
side are dangerous. 
They spew distortion 
and outright lies, and 
foster an atmosphere of 
hatred and fear. 
	 Conservative ex-
tremists and those who 
choose to follow them 
are displaying and 
teaching disrespectful 
behavior that was unac-
ceptable a generation 
ago, especially by con-
servatives themselves.

David Allen, 
Chubbuck

y o u r  l e t t e r sy o u r  l e t t e r s

ISU-Meridian does impressive research

I recently had the 
pleasure of at-
tending the grand 
opening of the 

new Idaho State Uni-
versity Health Science 
Center in Meridian, 
just off of Interstate 
84 in the heart of the 
Treasure Valley. As 
I toured the research 
labs, clinics and new 
L.S. Skaggs Pharmacy 
Complex, I could clearly see the im-
pact ISU-Meridian will have on the 
Treasure Valley, Idaho and beyond.
	 Last May, ISU graduated its 
largest class ever in the Treasure 
Valley—awarding more than 150 
degrees in the health professions. 
This fall, more than 720 students and 
working professionals are enrolled 
in academic and professional de-
velopment programs—a 52 percent 
increase over last year at this time. 
	 By offering more than 20 gradu-
ate and undergraduate programs in 
the health sciences, ISU-Meridian is 
easing the critical shortage of health 
care professionals nationwide. Our 
students are often courted by major 
hospitals, clinics and health care 
organizations before the ink is dry 
on their diplomas, illustrating the 
continuing demand for health care 
professionals, both in Idaho and na-
tionally. According to the Idaho De-
partment of Labor, jobs in the health 
care sector—with pharmacy and 
nursing leading the pack—will be in 
high demand through 2016.  Keeping 
that in mind, I am pleased to report 
that the Skaggs Pharmacy Complex 
will graduate its first class in 2013.

     ISU-Meridian is also 
home to the only fast-
track Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing program 
in Idaho, graduating up 
to 30 nurses every 16 
months. The fast-track 
program allows promis-
ing students who already 
have bachelor’s degrees 
in other fields to earn a 
bachelor of science in 
nursing. The program is 

rigorous and highly-competitive.
	 ISU-Meridian faculty members 
are equally engaged in health-relat-
ed research. Since July 2008, faculty 
members have received more than 
$2.5 million in research grants and 
contracts. The scope is vast—from 
studies of traumatic brain injury and 
teen tobacco use to how best to con-
trol infectious diseases, such as HIV 
and AIDS.
	 ISU-Meridian researcher Russ 
Spearman, for example, was re-
cently awarded a $1 million grant by 
the Health Resources and Services 
Administration to develop a support 
network for the 35,000 Idahoans 
living with severe traumatic brain 
injuries. 
	 Many of these people have ex-
hausted their health insurance 
benefits and are unable to work full 
time. Spearman and his team of re-
searchers are exploring the creation 
of a trust fund to ease the financial 
burden associated with the transi-
tion from acute care to independent 
living.
	 Another ISU-Meridian research-
er, Dr. Galen Louis, has garnered a 
$240,000 grant from the American 

Legacy Foundation to develop an 
anti-tobacco campaign targeting 
Hispanic teens in western Idaho’s 
Canyon County. The Centers for 
Disease Control reports tobacco 
use among Idaho’s Hispanic teens 
is significantly higher than their 
non-Hispanic peers.
	 Of course, ISU-Meridian faculty 
are engaged in a wide range of 
research, not just health-related 
investigations. Take, for example, 
geosciences professor Nancy 
Glenn. She is conducting exciting 
research using remote sensing 
technologies—the use of sophis-
ticated cameras attached to air-
craft—and geologic engineering to 
study the Earth’s surface. 
	 Her work is helping scientists, 
ranchers and government agen-
cies control invasive weed infesta-
tions, which have the potential to 
destroy wildlife habitats and crop-
lands. She has collaborated with 
researchers worldwide and has 
received more than $2 million in 
funding from such agencies as the 
National Science Foundation, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and the Bureau of 
Land Management.
	 These are just three examples of 
the impressive research under way 
at ISU-Meridian—research that 
can be put to use in the real world 
immediately, improving the lives 
of everyone. Clearly, ISU faculty 
on all of its campuses are continu-
ing to make a difference, not only 
in Idaho but nationally.

	 Gary A. Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University. 

letters
n Letters must include 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number for 
verification. Limit letters to 
300 words or less. All letters 
are subject to editing and 
the Journal reserves the 
right to publish/not publish 
submissions. 

n Send letters to Editor 
Ian H. Fennell at 305 S. 
Arthur, Pocatello, ID 83204 
or editor@journalnet.com. 
Letters can also be dropped 
off at the Journal’s office or 
faxed, (208) 233-8007.
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“Should the 
U.S. increase 
troop numbers in 
Afghanistan?”
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NO    22
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com.


