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	 THUMBS UP: To news that one dose of the new 
swine-flu vaccine looks strong enough to protect 
adults, and can spark protection within 10 days of 
the shot, according to Australian and U.S. research-
ers. Still, people will have to get a regular winter flu 
shot right away in addition to the H1N1 inoculation. 
The swine flu shots are expected to start arriving in 
mid-October.

	 THUMBS UP: To President Obama for declaring 
Sept. 11 a day of service to honor responders who 
rushed into danger when the country was attacked 
by terrorists on that date eight 
years ago. Around the country, 
Americans packed up care-
packages for soldiers, planted 
gardens for low-income fami-
lies and painted boarded-up 
homes. “From this day forward, 
we will safeguard the memories 
of those who died by rekindling 
the spirit of service that lit our 
city with hope and helped keep us strong,” New 
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg said at the cer-
emony at the World Trade Center site.

	 THUMBS DOWN: To Dell Computer Inc. for 
warning employees at its customer support call 
center in Twin Falls not to talk to the media in the 
wake of the company’s announcement that 500 
jobs will be lost by January when the center closes. 
Some workers told the Twin Falls Times-News they 
were stunned and angry, but asked their names not 
be used because the company threatened to take 
away severance pay if they commented to media.
	
	 THUMBS DOWN: To University of Idaho’s lax 
supervision of Greek housing on its Moscow cam-
pus. A second student in two weeks has fallen from 
a third-floor fraternity house window with severe 
injuries. The latest incident occurred shortly after 
1 a.m. Thursday and sent Amanda Andaverde, a 
19-year-old student from Caldwell, to Harborview 
Medical Center in Seattle. The university now plans 
to meet with student fraternity and sorority leaders 
to review safety measures, particularly in regard 
to upper stories. House corporations privately own 
and manage the Greek properties on the campus. 
Five students, including the two recently, have 
fallen from the houses in recent years.

	 THUMBS DOWN: To news that active and retired 
public employees in Utah may see reduced benefits 
and increased contributions to the Utah State Re-
tirement System in order to deal with a $6.5 billion 
shortfall in the fund. The deficit could threaten 
retirement plans for 182,000 active and retired 
employees, including firefighters, police officers, 
teachers and judges. The Legislature will have to 
confront the issue when it convenes in January.

	 THUMBS UP: To NBC for taking a chance on 
scheduling the Jay Leno show during prime time 
five nights a week. “Meat and potatoes. Good food 
at sensible prices,” Leno says of the new show 
which debuts Monday night. “That’s all it really 
is. It’s not some groundbreaking thing. It’s just a 
comedy show.” Viewers who feel nostalgia for the 
old comedy shows such as Bob Hope, Jack Benny, 
Sid Caesar, Carol Burnett and Andy Griffith should 
like the new Leno show. The steady diet of amateur 
talent, reality and cop shows is tiresome, although 
Sumner Redstone, executive chairman of CBS and 
Viacom, says, “CSI will beat the hell out of Leno.”

	 Thumbs up: also to humorist Garrison Keil-
lor, who plans to start his new season of “A Prairie 
Home Companion” on Sept. 26 despite suffering a 
minor stroke earlier in the week.
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Health Care
	 Has anyone noticed that 
President Obama contin-
ues to cite Intermountain 
Health Care, a not-for- 
profit organization, as an 
example of low-cost, high-
quality care? Which is the 
type of organization that 
operated Pocatello Region-
al Medical Center? We had 
a low-cost, high-quality en-
tity which was “bought out” 
by the county and now we 
have a “for-profit” hospital 
in its place. There seems to 
be something wrong with 
this picture.  

Tim Norton, 
Pocatello

Aggressive 
Dogs

	 I am writing to you (via 
my two-legged) in regards 
to all of the little dogs which 
appear to be exempt from 
being “vicious dogs.” I 
encounter a fair number of 
them—growling, barking, 
and nipping—at me and my 
two-legged while we jog at 
O.K. Ward Park. I am a Lab-
of-all-trades. I have been an 

SD, currently an ATD, work-
ing towards a CD in Compet-
itive Obedience, RN in Rally, 
and an NAP in Agility. I also 
got my CGC in 2006. So, I 
am a really busy dog with 
things to do and I don’t have 
time to be distracted while I 
am working out. I am lucky 
I have my two-legged as my 
exercise companion because 
she keeps me on leash and 
on track.
	 Little dogs with inferiority 
complexes are more vicious 

than most big dogs because 
their two-leggeds allow them 
to be. Their two-leggeds 
act like it is cute for them to 
growl and nip at us bigger 
dogs (maybe it’s for revenge 
for some big dog’s bad be-
havior, I don’t know) and 
they don’t correct them. The 
two-leggeds might ask them 
to stop, but do not enforce it. 
I would really like to know 
how hard it is to correct and 
control a dog weighing less 
than 20 pounds. These dogs 
need to get their two-leggeds 
to take them to dog-training 
classes, so that the dogs can 
earn their CGC certificate 
(Canine Good Citizen). That 
way, the dog will have let-
ters after his or her name, 
not that this is important to 
them. 
	 Letters after the name 
is something that is more 
important in the two-legged 
world. We as dogs are just 
happy to play with our 
friends big and small and 
medium, and to get food 
when we sit on our bums 
or actually walk with our 
two-leggeds at their pace. 
Two-leggeds will have the 
opportunity to learn more 

about responsible dog 
ownership by going to O. K. 
Ward Park on Sept. 26.
	 If the inferiority complex 
dogs continue to be aggres-
sive towards us bigger dogs, 
then the laws and rules had 
better apply to them as much 
as they apply to big dogs. I 
encourage all two-leggeds 
who have dogs — big, small 
and medium — to attend the 
Responsible Dog Ownership 
day on Sept. 26 and make 
a difference in all of our 
lives—both two-legged and 
four-legged.

Ben, Lab-of all-trades
via Wendee Monson,

Pocatello
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ISU music faculty make impact
At national 

research uni-
versities like 
Idaho State 

University, “research” 
takes many forms, 
from traditional scien-
tific endeavors to the 
creative work associ-
ated with the arts. 
	 In ISU’s Department 
of Music, for example, 
faculty use the stage 
as a kind of laboratory, creating new 
music and pushing performance 
standards to a new level. Their cre-
ative efforts result in greater appre-
ciation for high-quality music in our 
community and beyond. 
	 Dr. Chung Park, who is an ISU 
faculty member and director of the 
Idaho State Civic Symphony, is a 
good example. Since arriving on 
campus in 2008, Maestro Park has 
furthered the symphony’s tradi-
tion of excellence. The symphony 
now regularly performs to a packed 
house in the Jensen Grand Concert 
Hall of ISU’s world-class Stephens 
Performing Arts Center. 
	 Park studied at the Peabody 
Conservancy and the University of 
Miami, and he continues to serve as 
the music director of Project Coper-
nicus, a program he co-founded in 
2006. This Miami-based professional 
ensemble performs music by living 
composers, ranging from popular 
to experimental, with the goal of 
introducing new music to a broad 
audience. The group also provides 
educational outreach to underserved 
populations, such as children with 
developmental disabilities. 

     Maestro Park’s focus 
at Idaho State University 
is education as much as 
it is performance. Before 
and after each concert, 
he takes the time to talk 
with the audience, an-
swering questions and 
discussing the music. 
This is a way to make the 
musical selections more 
accessible to music-ap-
preciating non-musi-

cians without compromising the 
sophistication of the works he and 
the symphony pursue. 
	 The magic of many world-class 
musicians is that they share the 
fruits of their studies with others in 
a very public way. Dr. Randy Earles, 
chair of the music department, has 
composed many original works that 
have been published and recorded 
commercially. Several of them have 
received national recognition, and 
Earles has been honored with an 
award from the American Society of 
Composers, Authors, and Publishers 
every year since 1997—an impres-
sive feat, indeed, and an indication of 
his national reputation.
	 His composition, “Sing the World 
Together,” was performed by choirs 
from around the world and as the 
grand finale for the Idaho Interna-
tional Choral Festival. His latest 
band composition, “Idaho Celebra-
tion,” was commissioned by the State 
Department of Education, and will 
be performed throughout Idaho. 
	 Earles’ colleague and fellow com-
poser, Thom Hasenpflug, turned 
heads internationally with his per-
cussion compositions. His works 

have received top honors from the 
Percussive Arts Society, a worldwide 
percussion organization. Hasenpflug 
was also a featured composer-artist 
at both the 2006 and 2007 Interna-
tional Percussive Arts Society con-
ventions. Artists have performed his 
work in London, Barcelona, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, Dublin, Rio de Ja-
niero, Venezuela and Sweden. 
	 Another colleague, Dr. Kori Bond, 
is a nationally-renowned pianist 
who joined the ISU faculty in 1999. 
Her recording of the Complete 24 
Preludes and Fugues of Dmitri 
Shostakovich was released on Cen-
taur Record and received national 
acclaim. Only seven recordings of 
these pieces have ever been made, 
and Dr. Bond was one of a very few 
pianists who have ever performed 
the complete set live. 
	 Professors in ISU’s Music Depart-
ment have been trained at some of 
the country’s premier music insti-
tutions, such as the Yale School of 
Music, the Eastman School of Music, 
and the University of Cincinnati Col-
lege-Conservatory of Music. With 
their expertise, they are recruiting 
and training the next generation of 
musicians right here at ISU, and 
they are giving local audiences the 
pleasurable privilege of witness-
ing breathtaking performances in a 
magnificent venue. 
	 Clearly, ISU’s music faculty are 
contributing to the university’s 
growing reputation as a first-rate 
public university, not only regionally 
but nationally. 
           
	 Gary A. Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University.

letters
n Letters must include 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number for 
verification. Limit letters to 
300 words or less. All letters 
are subject to editing and 
the Journal reserves the 
right to publish/not publish 
submissions. 

n Send letters to Editor 
Ian H. Fennell at 305 S. 
Arthur, Pocatello, ID 83204 
or editor@journalnet.com. 
Letters can also be dropped 
off at the Journal’s office or 
faxed, (208) 233-8007.
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question
“Should a government 
insurance option be 
part of the health care 
overhaul?”

yes	 247

NO    129

To vote go to
idahostatejournal.
com.


