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doonesbury By Garry Trudeau mallard fillmore by bruce tinsley

	 THUMBS DOWN: To Nevada Sen. John En-
sign, who says he didn’t do anything legally 
wrong when he had a nine-month affair with a 
friend’s wife and that is why he won’t resign. 
Ensign says he didn’t lie under oath like former 
President Bill Clinton did when his relationship 
with a White House intern erupted a decade ago.
	 Ensign was among 
those who called for Clin-
ton’s resignation at that 
time. The senator says he 
can understand how some 
people might have a prob-
lem with him now. You 
think?

	 THUMBS UP: To a re-
quest by Intermountain 
Gas to utility regulators to sign off on a plan to 
reduce rates for its natural gas customers. The 
company has filed a request to reduce rates by 
21.6 percent, which could save customers up to 
nearly $200 per year. It’s not that the gas com-
pany is experiencing a sudden attack of generos-
ity, it’s that the proposal is part of an annual fuel 
adjustment filed with the Idaho Public Utilities 
Commission based on an abundant market sup-
ply of natural gas.

	 THUMBS UP: To Boise State University for 
banning smoking on its campus. BSU is now 
one of three Idaho campuses banning smoking, 
including the College of Southern Idaho, and 
BYU-Idaho at Rexburg. Ferd Schlapper, execu-
tive director of BSU’s Health, Wellness and 
Counseling, says most people on campus support 
the smoking ban.

	 THUMBS UP: To Freddie Mac, which Thurs-
day said average rates on 30-year mortgages 
have slid to their lowest levels since May, 5.12 
percent. The average rate on a 15-year fixed-
rate mortgage was 4.56 percent, down from 4.68 
percent a week earlier.

	 THUMBS DOWN: To former convenience store 
worker Shawna McKelley, of Idaho Falls, who is 
accused of trying to cash a $100,000 decoy lot-
tery ticket planted by the Idaho Lottery. She was 
arrested after taking the ticket to Lottery head-
quarters in Boise and charged with felony pre-
sentation of an illegally obtained lottery ticket. 
She could face a five-year prison sentence and 
a possible fine of $25,000. An undercover inves-
tigation of stores that dispense tickets found 99 
percent met all of the security criteria.	

	 THUMBS DOWN: To the Idaho Freedom Foun-
dation, for compiling a database of spending and 
employee pay records from local governments 
across the state. Director Wayne Hoffman says 
the Web site www.ouridaho.com will allow Idaho 
residents to see the names of public employees, 
their titles and just how much they are paid. 
More reasonable than that low-level personal 
snooping is information compiled on expen-
ditures made by state agencies, including for 
travel, furniture and office supplies.
	 Hoffman, a former spokesman for U.S. Rep. 
Bill Sali, says “This Web site does not cast judg-
ment on whether spending is appropriate or not. 
It leaves it to taxpayers and policymakers to 
make that decision.” 

	 THUMBS UP: To the U Car Share program, 
which is beginning a car-sharing business in 
Salt Lake City. It make vehicles available to 
whose who do not have a car, starting at $4.95 
an hour plus mileage. A dozen vehicles — a mix 
of hybrid models — will be available to start at 
commuter and light-rail stations, with plans to 
expand to 28 cars. Other car-sharing programs 
are in Portland, Ore.; Berkeley, Calif.; Madison, 
Wis., and Portland, Maine.
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Correction

	 In my recent opinion 
piece I stated, “The church 
never organized a cam-
paign against Proposition 
8.” The sentence should 
read, “The church never 
organized a campaign for 
or against Proposition 8.” 
	 The error was brought 
to my attention post-pub-
lication of the column. I 
apologize for the error, the 
electronic copy has been 
corrected.  
	 Mark Balzer,
	 Pocatello  

Charter 
Schools
	 To Ed Scribner, of 
Blackfoot, 
	 Your letter to the editor 
about charter schools in 
the July 31 edition brought 
tears to my eyes. I do un-
derstand that you were 
talking about “standards,” 
“accredited regionally” 
and the fact that charter 
schools are not public. 
However, what was miss-
ing in your letter was the 
impact of these charter 
schools on their students.
	 As most of us parents 
know, not all children 
function equally in the 
same educational sur-

roundings. It is up to us 
as parents to provide our 
children with a place in 
which they can learn, 
whether that be a public, 
private, or charter school.  
They all provide a dif-
ferent learning environ-
ment and have something 
positive to offer, and each 
child should be assessed 
as to which type of school 
they would be most pro-
ductive in.  
	 You certainly wouldn’t 
want to put a highly ath-
letic child in a school that 
offers minimal physical 
activities and no competi-

tive sports, just as you 
wouldn’t put a develop-
mentally delayed child in 
an accelerated school. 
	 So, please Mr. Scrib-
ner, when you have a 
few minutes and the 
charter schools are back 
in session, go to one of 
the charter schools at 
the end of their school 
day. Witness all the chil-
dren running out with 
smiles on their faces; 
faces of different colors, 
religions, and financial 
backgrounds. Watch 
them giggle, wave to one 
another as they holler out 
“see you tomorrow” or 
make a polite gesture of 
holding a door open for 
another student.  
	 You may notice some 
children who appear to 
have an excelled intelli-
gence or a slight physical 
difference. One may have 
a learning disability, a 
weight problem, or even 
autism. What you won’t 
see is them being judged 
or teased because of 
their unique traits. Most 
charter schools follow a 
strict code of conduct of 
kindness to others and 
zero tolerance of nega-
tive behavior, therefore 
providing a more positive 
learning environment.   

	 Yes, your concerns are 
easily validated. For me, 
I find greater importance 
in the fact that every day 
as I pick up my children 
from their charter school, 
the Academy at Roosevelt 
Center in Pocatello, I 
witness a beautiful little 
world of acceptance.  
	 Maybe if more deci-
sions in our country 
were based on achieving 
equality instead of ac-
creditations, or provide 
a safe and positive life-
style instead of meeting 
government “standards,” 
more of us would be more 
accepting of others and 
be happily waving at the 
curb as we hope for what 
tomorrow brings. 
	 S. Miller,
	 Pocatello
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ISU biologists break new ground
Faculty in 

national 
research uni-
versities like 

ISU are constantly cre-
ating new knowledge 
in their disciplines, 
and that knowledge 
often has far-reaching 
benefits, from how we 
deliver health care to 
how we manage our 
environment. 
	 Take, for example, the work of our 
faculty in the Department of Biologi-
cal Sciences. Researchers there are 
making discoveries that could make 
radiation treatment more effective, 
while others are learning more about 
how to manage wildlife populations 
in the West. 
	 In her laboratory, Dr. Linda De-
Veaux works with graduate and 
undergraduate students to study ra-
diation resistance in microbes. The 
researchers are working with two 
different types of microbes—Halo-
bacterium, a microbe found in the 
Great Salt Lake, and Deinococcus 
radiodurans, a soil bacterium origi-
nally isolated from cans of irradiated 
meat.
	 Through testing at ISU’s Idaho Ac-
celerator Center, Professor DeVeaux 
and her team verified that both 
organisms can survive extremely 
high levels of radiation delivered 
from accelerators. They found that 
they were able to make the cells of 
Halobacterium more radiation-re-
sistant through repeated exposure to 
radiation. Now, with this insight into 
how this resistance occurs, the team 

hopes to manipulate 
radiation resistance of 
certain cells.  
     In a collaborative ef-
fort among professor 
DeVeaux, the Armed 
Forces Radiobiology 
Research Institute, and 
the University of Mary-
land, researchers hope 
someday to know how to 
do the same in mamma-
lian cells. It could make 

a difference in how we use radiation 
treatment in cancer patients. Some-
day, DeVeaux says, it might be pos-
sible to make healthy cells in cancer 
patients more resistant to radiation, 
and even to make cancerous cells 
more susceptible to it. This develop-
ment could result in a safer, more 
effective form of radiation treatment 
for cancer. 
	 Professor DeVeaux’s colleague, 
Terry Bowyer, is making a differ-
ence in the way we understand our 
environment. 
	 In a study to be published in Sep-
tember’s issue of the scholarly jour-
nal, Oecologia, Bowyer and a team 
of researchers discovered that low-
level grazing activity by elk actually 
stimulates plant production and in-
creases plant biodiversity. Plants fed 
upon by elk were more productive 
than those in areas where there was 
no grazing and in areas where there 
was heavy grazing. 
	 These surprising results came 
from a study conducted by re-
searchers from several universities 
and the U.S. Forest Service on a 
five-square mile enclosed area in 

Oregon. Before the study, it was as-
sumed that, because large animals 
such as elk and cattle graze on 
plants and trample vegetation, stop-
ping grazing would increase plant 
biodiversity.  
	 Researchers learned, however, 
that the indirect effect of low-level 
grazing actually stimulates plant 
productivity and biodiversity. Plant 
biodiversity was lower after both 
heavy grazing and no grazing. Bow-
yer notes that no one has previously 
completed a study of this magnitude 
on the relationship between large 
grazing animals and plant biodiver-
sity. 
	 The work of Bowyer and his fellow 
researchers hasn’t gone unnoticed in 
the scientific community, either. The 
Wildlife Society recently honored 
Bowyer and scientist and professor 
John Kie for their research on how 
population dynamics for large her-
bivores (such as elk and the animals 
that prey on them) can affect bio-
diversity in an ecosystem. The two 
researchers have often collaborated 
on projects, and the result has been 
several discoveries that now help 
wildlife professionals manage differ-
ent ecosystems. 
	 From studying the wildlife that 
contributes to an important part of 
our way of life in Southeast Idaho 
to making discoveries that could 
change the way we treat cancer, 
Idaho State University researchers 
are making a difference in the world 
around them. 

	 Gary Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University.  
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n Letters must include 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number for 
verification. Limit letters to 
300 words or less. All letters 
are subject to editing and 
the Journal reserves the 
right to publish/not publish 
submissions. 

n Send letters to Editor 
Ian H. Fennell at 305 S. 
Arthur, Pocatello, ID 83204 
or editor@journalnet.com. 
Letters can also be dropped 
off at the Journal’s office or 
faxed, (208) 233-8007.
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question
“Do you agree with 
F&G’s 220-wolf 
hunting quota for 
2009?”

yes	 27

NO    25

To vote go to
idahostatejournal.
com.




