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	 THUMBS UP: To planned cuts to the Pocatello 
municipal levy. Because total taxable valuation 
went up more than anticipated, the city will be able 
to reduce the property tax levy rate further than 
the 1 percent cut officials previously proposed. The 
planned cut for the fiscal year 2010 budget is now 
1.67 percent. The cut comes at a good time given 
the fact that local households are struggling to 
make ends meet. A property owner with $100,000 
of taxable value would pay the city $959.45, down 
$16.27 from last year’s total.

	 THUMBS DOWN: To news that 18 cattle are 
suspected to have died of selenium poisoning near 
a Southeast Idaho phosphate mine. J.R. Simplot 
Co. owns the mineral rights to the Lanes Creek 
Mine, though the company has never mined it, 
and the land is not located near any of its current 
mining operations. Cattle had been believed less 
susceptible to selenium 
poisoning, so the reports 
are indeed alarming. It’s 
clear evidence that seri-
ous efforts to clean up 
old mining sites are long 
overdue, and the public’s 
wildlife and health are at 
stake. Regulators should 
also heed the warning that the highest standards 
and best available scientific practices must be used 
for future mine expansions.

	 THUMBS UP: To statewide improvements in the 
Idaho Standards Achievement Test. About 66 per-
cent of Idaho schools made adequate yearly prog-
ress under the federal No Child Left Behind act 
during the most recent school year, a number that’s 
about tripled since two years ago. In School District 
25, 10 of the district’s 13 elementary schools made 
AYP, as did two of the four middle schools and 
three of the district’s high schools. In Blackfoot, 
half of the district’s schools made AYP during the 
most recent school year. Just two years prior, none 
of them made the list.

	 THUMBS UP: To the unidentified hiker who 
tipped authorities to the presence of a giant mari-
juana garden growing in the remote Wolverine 
Canyon area east of Blackfoot. As a result of the 
tip, authorities were able to dismantle the opera-
tion and seize some 6,750 marijuana plants that had 
been carefully cultivated by someone. Let’s hope 
the tipster gets a generous reward.

	 THUMBS UP: To Gov. Butch Otter, who vis-
ited East Idaho this week and liked what he saw in 
numerous projects, including a visit to the Edson 
Fichter Nature Area south of Pocatello where teen-
agers and young adults have been participating in 
a statewide, stimulus-funded summer employment 
program. He also mentioned, ahem, that he plans 
to be a candidate for re-election in 2010, official an-
nouncement to come later.

	 THUMBS DOWN: To news that Idaho exports 
fell a third to $877 million between April and June. 
Semiconductor shipments to countries such as 
Singapore, Taiwan and China slipped by some 40 
percent. Semiconductors account for about 60 to 70 
percent of total Idaho exports. 

	 THUMBS UP: To Idaho Power Co. for its plans 
to buy energy from a developer building three 
wind farms near Hagerman. The developer would 
deliver an average of 10 megawatts of energy on 
a monthly basis from each of the three sites. Ten 
megawatts is enough to power about 6,800 homes. 
The Idaho Public Utilities Commission is inviting 
public comment until Sept. 22.
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Health care 
reform
	 We can’t afford to wait 
for reform: Each day 14,000 
people in the U.S. lose their 
health care coverage. And 
without reform, those who 
still have insurance will 
see their yearly premiums 
go up by $9,000 in the next 
decade — to a staggering 
$22,000.  
	 A real public health in-
surance OPTION is crucial 
to lowering costs: With 
premiums projected to hit 
$22,000, we need to get 
costs down. 
	 By spurring competition, 
a public plan will help bring 
down out-of-control costs 
for individuals, families 
and small businesses. 
	 Additionally, we must 
allow doctors and hospitals 
to be able to practice medi-
cine — not the insurance 
companies! 
	 Tort reform needs to 
happen not just in Idaho 
(which has happened), but 
across the U.S. — in every 

state and on a federal level. 
Americans must research 
the facts, make opinions 
based on those facts, and 
stand up and make our 
delegations hear us. This 
is NOT a political issue 
— political fear-mongering, 
hatred and misinformation 
hurt us all.
	 Kelly Head,
	 Chubbuck

Health care 
information
	 The opponents of na-
tional health care and paid 
operatives of insurance cor-
porations can and will try to 
scare the American people 
with misinformation, hate 
and anger. At all costs they 
will try to stop HR676:
  	 • The United States Na-
tional Insurance act.
 	 • Every U.S. citizen will 
be fully covered from birth 
to death.
  	 • No more pre-existing 
conditions to be excluded 
from coverage.
  	 • No more deductibles or 
co-pays.
 	 • All prescription medica-
tions will be covered.
 	 • All dental and eye care 
will be included.
  	 • Mental health will be 
fully covered.
  	 • Long-term nursing home 
services will be included.
  	 • You will have your own 
choice of doctors, hospitals 
and care.
 	 • Your health care plan 

will not be tied to your job or 
location.
  	 • Medicare benefits will 
be vastly improved.
 	 • No American family will 
ever again be forced into 
bankruptcy by medical bills.
	 Go to www.HR676.org, 
sponsored by Rep. John 
Conyers and Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich. Also, see the 93 
other congressional co-spon-
sors that worked to put bill 
HR676, the United States 
National Insurance Act, to-
gether.
	 Steve Soto,
	 Blackfoot 

Grad students vital to ISU’s future
You might be sur-

prised to learn 
that there are 

only two doctoral uni-
versities in the State 
of Idaho: the Uni-
versity of Idaho and 
Idaho State University. 
Both are classified 
as “doctoral research 
institutions” by the 
Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement 
of Teaching, the organization that 
sets the standard nationally for 
evaluating and classifying institu-
tions of higher education. In contrast, 
the Carnegie Foundation classifies 
Boise State University as a “master’s 
university.”
	 As a doctoral research university, 
ISU has a responsibility to the citi-
zens of the state of Idaho to provide 
high-quality graduate instruction 
leading to doctorates and master’s 
degrees in a range of academic and 
professional disciplines. The gradu-
ate faculty at ISU are training tomor-
row’s scientists, engineers, educators 
and health professionals.
	 In a true research university, grad-
uate students are the institution’s 
greatest resource. 
	 For example, most professionals 
believe that graduate students are 
especially effective teachers because 
they are so immersed in studying the 
most current, state-of-the-art knowl-
edge in their discipline. Then they 
pass this cutting-edge knowledge on 
to the undergraduate students they 
teach.
	 As apprentice professors, gradu-
ate students are under the direct 
supervision of their major profes-
sors, and so there is a high degree of 
quality control over graduate student 
teaching—moreso than in most other 
university teaching situations. And 
graduate students have the added ad-
vantage of being close in age to their 
undergraduate pupils, and they thus 
can relate to them with facility.

    My point is that gradu-
ate students are central 
to a true research univer-
sity. They are especially 
effective teachers given 
their currency in their 
discipline and the high 
degree of scrutiny they 
work under. And they 
have another crucial ad-
vantage: they are neces-
sarily active researchers 
in their fields because 

in order to earn a graduate degree, 
graduate students must demonstrate 
that they can enter and participate in 
the research traditions of their disci-
plines. This is a crucial skill that they 
then pass on to their own students.
	 An important way in which gradu-
ate students are central to a true 
research university is that they work 
side-by-side with their major profes-
sors in producing original research. 
	 Professor Jeff Hill, for example, 
credits former doctoral student 
Deborah Alongi with helping to 
make a significant breakthrough in 
our understanding of ferns. While 
at ISU, Alongi, Hill and Professors 
Mike Thomas and Matt Germino 
found that ferns can consume sugars 
from the environment, a discovery 
that challenges accepted knowledge 
about plants and invites a range of 
new research on the topic. 
	 In last week’s column, I mentioned 
anthropology student Joseph Craig 
Argyle, who spent his spring working 
with Dr. Richard Hansen in Guate-
mala at a site that has been labeled 
“the cradle of Mayan civilization.” 
While investigating water collec-
tion systems in an ancient city, he 
excavated a series of panels made 
of carved lime plaster that depict 
Mayan mythology, a find that is con-
sidered a major discovery. 
	 Pat Gygli, a graduate student in 
biological sciences, is investigating 
how microbes survive high levels 
of radiation. The results of this re-
search could prove useful in medical 

and defense applications. 
	 Another graduate student in bio-
logical sciences, Scott Collins, is con-
ducting research that is especially 
relevant to those of us who live in the 
Northwest. The dramatic decline in 
the salmon population over the past 
several decades has meant that few-
er nutrients are being released into 
our rivers and streams because there 
are fewer fish dying and being re-
absorbed into the ecosystem. Collins 
is testing novel ways to re-introduce 
nutrients into these waterways.  
	 A doctoral student in nuclear phys-
ics, Berkley Sparks, is studying the 
nature of subatomic particles, and 
he will have the unique opportunity 
to spend up to eight months in China 
studying nuclear physics at a world-
class facility in Beijing.
	 A doctoral student in political sci-
ence, Jason Blazevic, is fast becom-
ing a nationally known expert on 
energy security in the Far East. After 
publishing three articles on this topic 
in prominent scholarly journals, he 
was invited to attend an exclusive 
conference in China on energy issues 
in Asia. He was one of only 20 non-
Chinese experts invited to attend.
	 This is only a sampling of the im-
pressive research and teaching of 
ISU’s talented graduate students. As 
you can see, Idaho State University 
takes its status as a doctoral research 
university quite seriously. We are 
working hard to prepare tomorrow’s 
leaders and innovators. 
	 Our graduate students are making 
important research discoveries that 
are helping to shape knowledge in 
their fields, and, just as importantly, 
they are passing on their wealth of 
knowledge to our undergraduate stu-
dents. 
	 This is why graduate students are 
the life blood of a major research uni-
versity, and it is why they represent 
the future of Idaho State.

	 Gary A. Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University.

letters
n Letters must include 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number for 
verification. Limit letters to 
300 words or less. All letters 
are subject to editing and 
the Journal reserves the 
right to publish/not publish 
submissions. 

n Send letters to Editor 
Ian H. Fennell at 305 S. 
Arthur, Pocatello, ID 83204 
or editor@journalnet.com. 
Letters can also be dropped 
off at the Journal’s office or 
faxed, (208) 233-8007.
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beat
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question
“Has the federal 
economic stimulus 
helped moderate the 
recession?”

yes	 44

NO    58

To vote go to
idahostatejournal.
com.
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