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Gates arrest
	 Regarding ISJ Forum, 
“Acting stupidly isn’t same 
as being stupid:”
	 The only time that state-
ment is true is if you are 
watching a comedy or a 
comedian on TV; other than 
that acting stupid is being 
stupid.
	 It was stupid for black 
Harvard professor and 
scholar Henry Louis Gates 
Jr. to pull the race card on 
a police officer because 
he felt profiled. He should 
have been smarter than 
that!
	 Cambridge Mayor De-
nise Simmons is stupid for 
not backing her police of-
ficer. Instead she chose to 
cover her butt!
	 And last but not least, 
President Obama is stupid 
for trying to cover his stu-
pid friend instead of getting 
all the facts! Would Obama 
have defended him if Gates 
were white and the officer 
was black? Since when is 
it the president’s job to po-
lice the police? I thought it 
was his job to take care of 
health care, taxes, terror-
ists and such.
	 Yes I said it, I am so 
sick of how cowardly U.S. 
citizens are about having 
a black president. Stupid 
is as stupid does people, 
they come in all colors! We 

need to call things as they 
are. This country will not 
work if we are afraid to put 
people on front street when 
they mess up. 
	 When Bush was presi-
dent people had no problem 
calling him names! Let’s 
keep it going. No one in this 
country should be above 
being stupid!
	 Juan Domingo Vasquez,
	 American Falls

friends

	 A dear friend recently 
wrote me stating: “I’d 
rather go through ultimate 
fire of loneliness than not 
to have the chance to share 

special times with a trusted 
friend.”
	 I’m still here. And I feel 
ever so much like Moroni 
did in his final days wan-
dering upon this earth.
	 Christine A. Rocha,
	 Pocatello

‘all shook up’

	 “All Shook Up” is the 
current summer show at 
the Stephens Performing 
Arts Center. It is fabulous! 
I would give it five stars out 
of five. 
	 The singing, the dancing 
and the story were really 
wonderful. I encourage all 
to see it.  
	 A Saturday matinee and 
evening are the remaining 
shows. 
	 Tickets can be purchased 
online (www.isu.edu/tick-
ets), by phone (208-232-
3595) or in person at SPAC, 
1002 Sam Nixon Drive in 
Pocatello. It will lift your 
spirits tremendously!
	 Sharon Reynolds,
	 Pocatello

Racism

	 That’s too bad that the 
president’s friend got ar-
rested in his own house. 
He played the racism 
card ... If the policemen 
would have been African-

American or of Asian de-
scent, which card would 
have been played? Has 
anyone ever considered 
the repercussions against 
the police department 
racist? 
	 Racism can go both 
ways ... My kids can 
never get a scholarship 
from the United Negro 
College Fund, yet to deny 
a person of other ethnic 
background for a conven-
tional scholarship is rac-
ism. Right? 
	 I am a believer that we 
all are of the human race, 
and have many friends 
of different ethnic back-
grounds. I find it interest-
ing how the racism card 
is played out. 	 	
	 Just a thought. Have a 
great day!  
	 Shane Ward,
	 Inkom

y o u r  l e t t e r sy o u r  l e t t e r s

ISU anthropology researchers make impact

In recent columns 
I have been dis-
cussing how fac-
ulty in research 

universities like Idaho 
State University are on 
a constant quest to dis-
cover and create new 
knowledge in their 
disciplines.
	 Take ISU’s re-
searchers in the 
department of anthro-
pology. They are working worldwide 
to develop a better understanding of 
how other cultures work, and how 
we can learn from one another to 
develop a smarter, more culturally 
aware global society. 
	 In the process, they are even mak-
ing a difference in the communities 
where they work. 
	 Deep in the jungles of Guatemala, 
for example, Richard Hansen, senior 
scientist in ISU’s Institute for Me-
soamerican Research, and his team 
of scientists and graduate students 
are discovering major archeological 
finds in the Mirador Basin, known by 
many scholars as the cradle of Ma-
yan civilization.
	 This spring, researchers found 
a detailed series of panels made of 
carved and modeled lime plaster that 
lined a water collection system in El 
Mirador, one of the largest of all an-
cient Mayan cities in Mesoamerica. 
	 The panels and water collection 

tanks date to the Late 
Preclassic period, as 
early as 300 B.C.  ISU 
student Joseph Craig Ar-
gyle has been investigat-
ing El Mirador’s water 
collection systems under 
Hansen’s direction and 
excavated the panels.
     But discovery is not the 
only objective, nor is it 
the only accomplishment. 
The project team is work-

ing with the Guatemalan government 
to help end the rampant deforestation, 
narcotics trafficking, poaching and 
looting in the area. 
	 Many in both the government and 
private sector are taking note of the 
work in the Mirador Basin. 
	 Because of his work in preserving 
the area, Hansen was named in 2008 
the Environmentalist of the Year for 
Latin America by the Latin Trade 
Bravo Business Association, which is 
based in Miami.  
	 Film star Mel Gibson also honored 
Hansen at the time, and has taken an 
active interest in the basin.
	 Far from El Mirador, anthropolo-
gy faculty member Kate Reedy-Mas-
chner is studying how gas and oil 
exploration off the Alaska Peninsula 
and Aleutian Islands could affect 
Alaska Native communities. 
	 Reedy-Maschner and her team 
are working in the Aleut and Alutiiq 
villages of Port Heiden, Nelson La-

goon, False Pass and Akutan. They 
are studying the fishing and hunting 
needs of residents and what effects 
oil drilling could have on the com-
munities. 
	 Much closer to home, ISU lan-
guage instructor Drusilla Gould and 
professor Chris Loetherhave have 
created the nation’s only Shoshoni 
language program. As many Native 
American languages struggle to 
survive, Gould is helping to keep her 
own native language alive, teaching 
it to others. Through the Shoshoni 
language program, Loether and 
Gould have created the first Shosho-
ni language dictionary and writing 
system. 
	 They developed a curriculum now 
being used not only at ISU, but in 
elementary and secondary schools 
as well. Their work is helping keep 
an endangered language alive and 
serves as an example of how we 
might preserve other endangered 
languages. 
	 With their work both in our com-
munities and thousands of miles 
away, ISU students and faculty are 
bringing the world closer together 
and are demonstrating the positive 
impact that anthropological research 
is having, not only on our knowledge 
of other cultures but on our own cul-
tures as well.  

	 Gary A. Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University. 

letters
n Letters must include 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number for 
verification. Limit letters to 
300 words or less. All letters 
are subject to editing and 
the Journal reserves the 
right to publish/not publish 
submissions. 

n Send letters to Editor 
Ian H. Fennell at 305 S. 
Arthur, Pocatello, ID 83204 
or editor@journalnet.com. 
Letters can also be dropped 
off at the Journal’s office or 
faxed, (208) 233-8007.

University 
beat
Gary A.
Olson

question
“Has the federal 
economic stimulus 
helped moderate the 
recession?”

yes	 3

NO    2

To vote go to
idahostatejournal.
com.

	THUMBS  UP: To Michelle V. Larsen-Williams, 
of Pingree, for landing a state record rainbow trout 
weighing just over 20 pounds from the Snake River 
above the American Falls Reservoir on July 29. 
The big fish measured 34 1/4 inches in length and 
had a girth of 22 1/4 inches. Wonder what the pur-
ists think who want to eliminate rainbows from the 
South Fork of the river in order to preserve the cut-
throat fishery?

	THUMBS  UP: To Cardinal 
Francis George, archbishop 
of Chicago and president of 
the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, who said 
this week the global economic 
crisis was caused in part by 
people abandoning personal 
ethics. “An economy that substitutes efficiency for 
morality will end up both inefficient and immoral,” 
George said in calling for increased morality in 
business. He was speaking at the annual conven-
tion of the Knights of Columbus.

	THUMBS  UP: To the jury that found ex-con-
gressman William Jefferson guilty of bribery, 
racketeering and other charges including money 
laundering after a two-month trial in Virginia that 
included evidence of $90,000 in cash found stashed 
in the freezer of Jefferson’s home. The government 
alleged Jefferson, a Democrat,  took more than 
$400,000 in bribes and sought millions more for us-
ing his influence to broker business deals in Africa.

	THUMBS  UP: To NBC for announcing Jay Leno’s 
new prime-time series will kick off on Sept. 14. 
Leno stepped down as “Tonight” show host in May. 
The new series will air weekdays at 8 p.m. Moun-
tain Time, meaning viewers can get to bed earlier.

	THUMBS  DOWN: To the idea that graduate stu-
dents can do a better job of teaching than adjunct 
professors at Idaho State University. Provost Gary 
Olson said the university will continue to employ 
temporary faculty members, but the focus will 
shift to the hiring of graduate students. The cuts in 
adjunct faculty were made necessary by reduced 
appropriations, the school said. 

	THUMBS  DOWN: To airlines collecting $2 billion 
a year from passengers who are forced to change 
or cancel flights. “It’s a back-door way of charging 
higher fares to frequent fliers, particularly busi-
ness travelers, who have to change plans,” says 
Paul Hudson, executive director of the Aviation 
Consumer Action Project, a Washington advocacy 
group.

	THUMBS  UP: To Jenny Sanford, wife of wayward 
Gov. Mark Sanford, of South Carolina. Ms. Sanford 
Friday moved out of the official governor’s resi-
dence in Columbia  with four sons, but says she will 
“work to continue the process of healing our family 
... I will remain engaged in activities in my role as 
First Lady, acknowledging that my responsibilities 
to my family come first.” Some advice: Be on the 
watch for airline ticket charges to Argentina. 

	THUMBS  UP: To the city of Chubbuck for reach-
ing its 60th anniversary. The city will celebrate 
with Chubbuck Days today. The parade will begin 
at 10 a.m.

	THUMBS  UP: To Portneuf Medical Center for 
earning accreditation from the Joint Commission 
on Accreditation of Health Care Organizations, 
health professionals who inspect hospitals thor-
oughly to be sure high standards are being met. Ac-
creditation is not automatic, as the hospital found 
when it flunked the test three years ago. 


