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The Idaho State Journal has an editorial board 
that decides the newspaper’s editorial stance. 
Members of the Journal’s staff are also free to 
participate in the board’s weekly meetings.

Executive 
orders
	 The idea of presidents 
using executive orders to 
circumvent congressio-
nal participation in the 
decision-making process 
is a very troubling and 
dangerous practice. It 
takes congressional ac-
tion to overturn any ex-
ecutive order issued, and 
by the time Congress acts 
(if ever), it is usually too 
late as the damage has 
already been done!
	 Consider the executive 
order issued by Clinton 
during his administra-
tion that forced all enti-
ties that received any 
government funding like 
hospitals, medical clin-
ics, schools, colleges, 
universities, etc., to 
provide free linguistic 
service support in over 
240 different languages! 
This took away the incen-
tive for any immigrant to 
even consider learning 
the English language as 

part of the assimilation 
process!
	 An amendment to the 
Constitution is impera-
tive now specifying that 
“English is the official 
language of the United 
States of America and 
must be used in the con-
duct of all government 
business.”

	 This government-spon-
sored linguistic support 
will eventually lead to 
us becoming a multicul-
tural society! Just think 
of the billions of dollars 
this executive order has 
already cost this nation 
in providing these ser-
vices. It is the utmost in 
stupidity to say the least, 
and a traitorous action by 
a president at the most. 
(This same Clinton has 
been jockeying for the 
secretary-general posi-
tion in the United Nations 
ever since he left office. 
What do you suppose will 
happen to this nation 
once that happens?)
	 Our current president 
is wasting no time at all 
in his use of this execu-
tive privilege. He will is-
sue executive orders left 
and right as fast as he 
can in order to push his 
agenda ahead while he 
has a liberal majority 
supporting his actions 
and a “do-nothing Con-
gress” that doesn’t have 

the testicular fortitude to 
buck him on anything!
	 Obama signed one ex-
ecutive order closing down 
the Gitmo facility within a 
year with no prior thought 
as to how these detainees 
were to be handled after 
the closing of that facility. 
How many other disas-
trous orders do you sup-
pose he will sign so long as 
he knows he has a gutless 
Congress that will let him 
get away with it all?
	 Rick Reinardy,
	 Samaria
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ISU researchers on cutting edge
What marks 

a great re-
search uni-
versity is 

the number of faculty 
conducting cutting-
edge research. Last 
month, for example, 
a team of Idaho State 
University students 
and faculty had the 
rare opportunity to 
include their scientific 
experiments in a NASA rocket that 
carried their experiments to an al-
titude of 73 miles. The experiments 
measured acceleration, pressure, 
temperature and radiation through-
out the flight, and the information 
they obtained will help engineers 
build space capsules that can better 
withstand the intense stress of space 
flight. The team also included on the 
rocket specimens for researchers in 
ISU’s Biological Sciences Depart-
ment.
	 The team of researchers was head-
ed by professor Tim Frazier from 
the Department of Mass Commu-
nication, and included Ben Nickell, 
a computer systems administrator, 
and Charles Burns, a senior in the 
College of Engineering’s computer 
science program
	 Another ISU researcher, Professor 
Corey Schou, is a world-renowned 
pioneer in the field of “information 
assurance,” an area of study devoted 
to protecting and defending digital 
information and information sys-
tems. As the world stores more and 
more of its information electroni-
cally—including highly sensitive and 
even top secret data—the need to 
protect that information from theft 
or vandalism is becoming a major 
priority. Professor Schou helped 

create the science of 
encryption and protec-
tion that has become so 
important in our digital 
age.
     Professor Schou 
serves as ISU’s director 
of Informatics Research, 
and he is also the di-
rector of the National 
Information Assurance 
Training and Educa-
tion Center, a program 

housed at ISU where students 
research and learn ways to keep im-
portant information secure. Gradu-
ates advance to work for the federal 
government in information security, 
including high-level positions where 
they play a critical role in defending 
the nation’s most sensitive data. In 
fact, these students are so valuable 
that federal departments seeking to 
recruit them often find themselves 
on a waiting list. 
	 Schou and his team also work at 
the Simplot Decision Support Center 
to help national and local agencies 
research information security and 
create information assurance stan-
dards. Workers at the center can use 
ISU-developed digital brainstorming 
technology, anonymously offering 
opinions and ideas that help improve 
the collaborative decision-making 
process. Employees of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Boeing, 
Federal Express and the National Se-
curity Administration (our nation’s 
top secret espionage organization) 
are just some who have benefited 
from the center’s capabilities.  
	 You would think that with all this 
work, professor Schou has his hands 
full (he recently returned from a 
whirlwind visit to 22 universities, in-
cluding schools in Singapore and the 

United Kingdom, where he taught 
faculty how to integrate computer 
security into their curriculum). But 
he somehow finds time to take on a 
number of other scholarly projects.
	 He has brought more than 	
$4 million in research funding to 
ISU, working in fields from anthro-
pology to education. Right now, he is 
working with anthropology professor 
Herb Maschner on a visualization 
tool for anthropologists. Through 
the researchers’ VZAP Program, an-
thropologists can search a database 
of bones collected in the Arctic. The 
bones are photographed, catalogued, 
and can be viewed three dimension-
ally at a resolution so high even a 
thumbprint is visible. 
	 He is also working with anthropol-
ogy professor Skip Lohse to create a 
searchable database for arrowheads. 
professor Lohse (who is also the di-
rector of the Idaho Museum of Natu-
ral History) and Schou have built an 
artificial intelligence tool that will 
enable scholars to take a photo of an 
arrowhead in the field and use the 
program to identify its origin. This 
work is the basis for a Virtual Mu-
seum project for the Idaho Museum 
of Natural History.
	 As you can see, the programs 
professor Schou and his colleagues 
are creating will change the way we 
view and study information in the 
future by making it safe, secure and 
(when appropriate) accessible. And 
the experiments conducted in the 
NASA rocket by ISU researchers 
will potentially improve space flight. 
These are only a few examples of the 
cutting-edge work being done at ISU 
every day.

	 Gary A. Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University. 
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Gary Olson
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“Do you think the 
Cheyenne Connector 
will detract from 
the area’s natural 
beauty?”

yes	 51

NO    74
To vote go to
idahostatejournal.
com.

	 Thumbs up to Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter for taking a 
bold stance against the Department of Energy’s con-
sideration of storing up to 17,000 tons of mercury at 
the Idaho National Laboratory. 
	 “Not gonna happen,” Otter said upon learning of the 
possibility. 
	 The DOE is seeking 
possible storage sites for 
mercury because mercury 
exports will be banned 
beginning in 2013. The 
INL is among seven sites 
under consideration, and 
a decision is scheduled 
to be made by Jan. 1 as 
to which site or sites will 
store the toxic element, 
according to the Associ-
ated Press. The DOE will 
accept public comment on the proposal through Aug. 
17.

	 Thumbs up to the city of Chubbuck for starting 
its curbside recycling program. The program com-
menced with a Thursday ribbon-cutting and has be-
tween 500 and 600 participants, according to Mayor 
Steve England. The city exceeded its goal of getting 
300 residents to participate at the program’s incep-
tion, demonstrating that local residents are ready to 
do their part to help the environment. A new program 
in Pocatello has also enjoyed similar success.

	 Thumbs up to news that the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives has approved $1.5 million in federal funds 
to help Idaho State University research the possibility 
of making medical isotopes at its Accelerator Center. 
The research could save lives while providing a do-
mestic source of medical isotopes without the radio-
active waste.
	 The funding is part of the 2010 Energy and Water 
Development Appropriations Bill. The legislation will 
next proceed to the U.S. Senate, although no timeline 
for consideration is in place.

	 Thumbs up to District Judge Peter D. McDermott 
for his 28 years of service to the community. A cer-
emony to commemorate his retirement is scheduled 
for 2 p.m. Aug. 31 at the Bannock County Courthouse.

	 Thumbs down to recent news by Utah wildlife 
officials that people in that state have killed five black 
beers in the span of two weeks. The number is unusu-
ally high, and the bears were mostly wandering into 
campgrounds or eating livestock. As people continue 
to encroach into wild places and fail to follow com-
mon-sense practices to keep bears from becoming 
exposed to human food, such conflicts will become 
increasingly commonplace.

	 Thumbs up to the upcoming increase in the fed-
eral and state minimum wage. The rate is scheduled 
to increase from $6.55 per hour to $7.25. In Southeast 
Idaho, the increase will affect 93,700 workers, many 
of whom support families and have a tough time mak-
ing ends meet.

	 Thumbs down to nepotism at the College of 
Southern Idaho. The daughter of CSI President Jerry 
Beck, 26-year-old Kristin Beck, was recently hired to 
take over the school’s Mini Cassia Center in Burley. 
CSI officials told the Associated Press she was select-
ed because she was the best fit for the job. That seems 
to be quite a coincidence, particularly when there 
were 59 applicants for the job. Even if the president’s 
daughter was more qualified than the other candi-
dates at the tender age of 26, it sets a bad precedent, 
and such a decision will undoubtedly raise questions 
from faculty members and applicants. President Beck 
insisted he was not involved in the hiring process, and 
the school’s nepotism policy was not violated because 
he won’t be his daughter’s direct supervisor. That 
said, certainly hiring the president’s daughter would 
be a good path toward getting in his good graces, and 
a university president is the ultimate supervisor.


