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Tree removals

	 Open letter to Mayor 
Roger Chase, 
	 I read in the Journal 
that the federal govern-
ment has mandated that 
the city of Pocatello re-
move trees along both 
sides of a two-mile stretch 
of the Portneuf River. This 
must be a joke!
	 Mayor, if I were you I 
would politely tell the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers
spokeswoman, Gina “Bal-
derdash.” to “take a hike.”
	 Before making any deci-
sion, please take the time 
to drive around town in the 
Portneuf River area and 
reacquaint yourself once 
again with the hatchet job 
done to us by the Corps of 
Engineers. It was, and still 
is, an abomination. It looks 
like something that would 
be inflicted upon this 
country by some enemy 
force.  
	 In fact, mayor, do you 
remember our U.S. Su-
preme Court Justice, Wil-
liam O. Douglas? While 
sitting as judge, he made 
the incredible, but accu-
rate comment, and I quote: 
“The Army Corps of En-

gineers should be consid-
ered pubic enemy No. 1”  
	 Fortunately, the vegeta-
tion surrounding the river 
has somewhat obscured 
the Corps’ “masterpiece” 
of construction. They 
should be proud, just like 
they must have been when 
they built the Teton Dam 
that collapsed in the 1970s; 
and don’t forget “Katrina.”
	 I urge you to not make 
any hasty decisions, for 
it is you, not the Corps of 
Engineers, who will be 

running for re-election. 
Hire some experts, turn 
the issue over to your 
legal department, which 
has some good lawyers; do 
your research and make 
certain the mandate from 
the Army Corps does not 
conflict with the direc-
tives from the EPA. Then 
take the matter under 
consideration for about 20 
years!  
	 And maybe tell the 
Corps to travel elsewhere, 
like Crawford, Texas, and 
have them work their mag-
ic on those fine people.
	 Vern E. Herzog Jr.,
	 Pocatello

Response

	 Mr. Sant, Misterrrrr 
Sant! 
	 In your recent letter you 
urged in the most vitriol 
language that certain iden-
tified people you don’t like 
should be chased out of the 
state of Idaho. You sug-
gested that the livelihood 
of such people should be 
denied by the boycotting 
of their businesses. Most 
of we earthlings find such 
comments to be rude, un-
kind, irrational and a bit 

crazed.  
	 But we forgive you and 
welcome you to our planet. 
No doubt you have not 
had time to assimilate to 
life here where we desire 
peace, tranquility and toler-
ance of others. You have not 
told us of the circumstances 
for your having been exiled 
from your home planet, 
where such comments as 
you often make here may 
be quite common.  
	 So until you can become 
more accustomed to life on 
earth, we say to you as we 
say to all foreigners in our 
midst, “Welcome — wel-
come to planet earth.”
	 Marvin R. McCall,
	 Pocatello

y o u r  l e t t e r sy o u r  l e t t e r s

ISU researchers plow new ground
Each week I 

have been 
highlighting 
the many 

ways that ISU’s stu-
dents and faculty are 
engaged in a constant 
quest for new knowl-
edge to make our 
world a better place. I 
begin each column by 
reminding you that re-
search universities like 
ISU are about much more than train-
ing the nation’s future work force. 
They are also about creating new 
knowledge—finding cures to dis-
eases, inventing new technologies, 
developing a new understanding of 
how the world works.
	 At the ISU College of Pharmacy, 
faculty and staff are making a dif-
ference not only in the lives of their 
students, but in the lives of all of us.
	 The college’s faculty are under-
taking impressive research in the 
fields of cancer research, alcohol 
use, and the effects of certain drugs 
on our bodies. The knowledge they 
are uncovering is changing the way 
we look at medicine and its impact 
on the way we live. Let me tell you 
about just a few of these outstanding 
researchers and the world-changing 
discoveries they are making.
	 Dr. Alok Bhushan is studying 
glioblastoma, the most common and 
malignant of brain tumors. This is 
the same highly lethal cancer af-
flicting U.S. Sen. Ted Kennedy. The 
tumor is extremely drug-resistant, 
and glioblastoma carries only a 2 
to 3 percent survival rate after five 
years.

     Along with a multi-
disciplinary team of re-
searchers at Idaho State 
University, Bhushan is 
studying various drugs 
and compounds that 
can interfere with cell 
growth and possibly 
block tumors. The team 
is also studying com-
pounds that could help 
prevent and treat breast 
and oral cancer. 

	 Another College of Pharmacy re-
searcher, Dr. Karl Madaras-Kelly, 
has garnered more than a half mil-
lion dollars in competitive grants 
and clinical and research contracts 
in his time at ISU. Recently, he was 
awarded a grant from the prestigious 
National Institutes of Health to study 
health care associated pneumonia. 
Madaras-Kelly’s work on the effects 
of antibiotics on the body is known 
and respected nationally, and his 
research has been cited more than 
235 times in pharmacy and medical 
journals. 
	 And Dr. Dan Selvage, another 
nationally respected researcher, 
was recently awarded a National 
Institutes of Health grant to study 
gender-specific reactions to alcohol 
use. His research could lead to better 
gender-specific alcohol treatment. 
	 And while ISU researchers are 
working toward a better future, 
they are also helping patients today. 
The Idaho Drug Utilization Review 
program, operated by faculty and 
staff at the College of Pharmacy, is 
designed to improve patient care and 
reduce overall drug costs in the state 
of Idaho for Medicaid prescribers. 

Through the program, faculty mem-
bers analyze patient drug usage, pre-
scriptions, and pharmacy dispensing 
statistics. 
	 They also review critical patient 
profiles and report findings to Med-
icaid providers and pharmacies, 
along with researching drug-related 
trends. The information they learn is 
used to create cost-saving plans and 
educational materials for pharma-
cists and medical professionals. 
	 Of course, these are only a few 
highlights of the work being done in 
the College of Pharmacy. Many other 
faculty members are also involved in 
significant research.  
	 In the laboratory, in the classroom 
and in the community, College of 
Pharmacy students and faculty are 
improving our lives, both today and 
for tomorrow. The advances in their 
research equate to better health for 
all of us and provide hope that we 
will overcome the most challenging 
and devastating of illnesses. 
	 Next week, I will highlight other 
academic work being done by ISU 
students and faculty. I think you will 
continue to be impressed.

	 Gary A. Olson is provost and vice 
president at Idaho State University.
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question
“Do you think the 
Cheyenne Connector 
will detract from 
the area’s natural 
beauty?”

yes	 30

NO    35

To vote go to
idahostatejournal.
com.
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	 THUMBS UP: To Supreme Court nominee 
Sonia Sotomayor for enduring weeks of insults, 
obnoxious questions and unwelcome drilling into 
her work as a judge and a lawyer. It was all on 
purpose, essentially a dress rehearsal for her con-
firmation hearings. In a series of faux hearings, 
Sotomayor has been bar-
raged by hostile ques-
tions thrown her way 
by allies preparing the 
federal appeals judge 
for the interrogation that 
will begin Monday. She’s 
been reviewing her past 
writings, speeches, cases 
and legal opinions while 
gaming questions she is 
likely to hear next week 
when the Senate Judiciary Committee takes up her 
nomination.
	 And Sotomayor also has been learning the 
quirks of senators who will do the questioning, and 
developing a thick skin for the barbs that might 
come her way.
	 The National Rifle Association, for instance, 
says it has “very serious concerns” about her 
stance on weapons rights. But the American Bar 
Association, a national lawyers’ group, rated her 
“well-qualified” after conducting scores of confi-
dential interviews and poring through her record 
and writings to assess her integrity, qualifications 
and temperament.

	 THUMBS DOWN: To U.S. Rep. Peter King, a 
New York Republican, who this week called Mi-
chael Jackson a “pervert” and a “pedophile.” Such 
comments, coming as thousands mourned the 
death of the controversial pop star, tell us more 
about Rep. King than about Jackson.

	 THUMBS UP: To the U.S. House for increasing 
spending for food stamps by 14 percent. Record 
numbers of people are using the food assistance 
— 33.8 million people, or one in nine Americans. 
That’s up 1.2 million from two months earlier. In 
addition, the House-passed legislation includes a 
10 percent increase for  the Special Supplemen-
tal  Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and 
Children, or WIC. Similar legislation is moving 
through the Senate. International food assistance 
also would get a boost, with increases for emer-
gency humanitarian food needs and aid for poor 
children around the world. The agriculture spend-
ing measure passed the House over protests from 
Republicans.

	 THUMBS UP: To plans to vaccinate children 
first in October against an expected resurgence 
of swine flu. Studies are set to start the first week 
in August to see if experimental batches of vac-
cine are safe, and if they work. If all goes well, the 
federal government will buy vaccine from manu-
facturers and share it for free among the states. 
“We may end up averting a crisis,” said President 
Barack Obama. Shots of regular winter flu vaccine 
also will be dispensed by doctors, clinics or even 
stores and community centers.

	 THUMBS UP: To three Idaho women who will 
be inducted into the U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame on 
Aug. 12 in Chicago. They are Olympic gold medal-
ists Andrea Mead Lawrence and Picabo Street and 
Paralympian Sarah Wills.

	 THUMBS UP: To Idaho House Speaker Lawer-
ence Denney for seeing the light. Denney single-
handedly killed a bill in the last legislative session 
which would have required personal financial dis-
closure from the state’s elected officials, but says 
he won’t do that again if it comes up next year. 
The legislation was drafted in part by Gov. Butch 
Otter’s office, and co-sponsored by the majority 
and minority leaders in the Idaho Senate, where 
it passed unanimously. Idaho is one of just three 
states, along with Michigan and Vermont, that re-
quire no disclosure of legislators’ income sources.


